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SPIRITUAL EXERCISES. 
ARION SHO AW + 
TOGETHER WITH | 

Some particular ADVICEs to her Friends, inter- 


ſperſed with a variety of occaſional ADDREssES, 
eſpecially to the YOUTH. 


ritten by her own Hand, a little before-her Death, 


Whereunto is annexed, 


A brief Account of the latter Part of the Life and Cha« 
racter of the AUTHOR, who died, Nov, 5th, 1764, 


Pſal. cxlv. 4. 9 ſhall praiſe thy works to a 
nother, and jhall declare thy mighty acts. | 

Heb. iii. 13. Exhort one another daily, while it is called 
to day, left any of you be hardened thro" the deceitful- 
neſs of fin. 55 . 

2 Kings ii. 8.---14. And Elijab took his mantle, and 
wwrapt it together, and ſinate the«.vaters, and they were 
divided hither and thither.--- And Eliſha took up alſo 
the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back 
and jtood by the bank of ordan, and ſmote the waters, 
and ſaid, Where is the Lord God of Elijah, and when * - 
5 alſo had ſmitten the waters, they parted hither and 
thither, VIS? 
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Le RICE SIX-PENCE.] 


TO AL L MY 
Dear Friends and Acquaintances, 


Particularly in the Pariſhes of | 
NEWS MONK LAND and 
SLAMANAN. 


& HESE two places are remarkable to me 
on ſeveral accounts, the firſt for my natu- 
ral birth and reſidence for thirty-ſix years; the 
other I hope for my ſecond birth; and the Lord 
hath frequently, in both places, manifeſted his 
ſpecial grace and providence to me, and implant- 
ed formerly and of late ſome concern for your 
welfare; and now he who both creates and fills 
the defire of the longing ſoul, hath, by his ur- 
deſerved kindneſs and mercy, in the depths of 
his adorable providence, brought me into ſuch 
unexpected circumſtances, as to commit to writ= 
ing ſome of his gracious dealings towards me. 
therefore humbly and gladly offer the follow- 
ing ſmall mite to your kind acceptation, mean 
time praying, that, he who chooſes the weak 
% and fooliſh things of the world,” may bleſs it 
to you, for his own glory, hen I am gone to e- 
ternity, J remain, 
Your loving and dying friend, 
MARION SHAW. 
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The PuBLisHEeR to the REA PD ER. 


T is generally agreed, that the lives of emixent ſaints 
* are the moſt edifying and uſeful of all Brography,ever 
one of them being. a new additional confirmation and ref. 
Fimony to the truth and divinity of the Chriſtian religion. 
« /nd as iron ſharpeneth iron, fo doth the Taudable and 
amia%l- example of one Chriſtian carry in 1 a ſecret and 
Powerful efficacy to make impreſſions on fellow Chriſtians, 


and even ſometimes on them that are without, But it 


may be rationally objeded, that there are already extant 


in the world, a great variety of boaks relating Chriſtian 


experiences, every way better calculated fir public uſe 
end benefit, than can be expected from ſuch a weak, ob- 
cure and illiterate Author, But on the other hand it 
demands particular attention, that an old illiterate 
«veman at the age, of fifty eight years when the fa- 
culties are 6n the decline, Lend! then learn to write, 
and commit to avriting, fadts and circumſtances, thir- 
ty, forty, nay, fifty years ago, with ſuch exadtneſs and 
rezularity, and that without the aid of an Journal or 
Diury Aer, ſuch a remarkable providejice, no doubt, 


zveriis a ſerious conſideration. And bejides, fhe herſelf + 


gives a very rational and ſatisfatory account, how ſhe 
undertook to write : it was not an entbuſtaſtical notion, 
ßuddeuly ſprung out of the brain, but the refult of a thing 


gradually carried on by the Word and Providence of Cod: 


moreover, wwe may obſerve, that even when Providence 
concurred with her defire and deſign, yet how careful and 
/ullicitous was fhe not to proceed to ſuch an attempt with- 
cut both a divine direction and encouragement, The Rea- 
der may further obſerve that the Author hath formed 
her narrative, aud executed it with a deſign of pub- 
lication, and this rs continued ts the laſt, having 
two full years after the finiſhing 5 caluuly to rejledt, 
and weigh the objedtions, which might ariſe againſt the 
publication, and after a particular furvey thereof, not 
evithout apprebenſions, that ſome might think, it was 
only from a fond conceit to perpetuate her name, yet 


" ſhe could freely in the views of death anfaver in the 


negative; and beſides, this was one of her laſt requeſts 


oon the brink of eternity. Likewiſe her friends and ac- 


quaintances, after ber deceaſe, urged their repeated en- 

treaties for the publication hereaf, knowing that ſbe had 

left it as a Legacy chiefly to them, And after all, when 

the ſcope and intendment of the narrative tis examined, it 

feems in a particular manner to be deſigued and adapted 
; ia 


* 
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The Publiſher to the Reader. v 


to promote the intereſts of real religion, both in its riſe and 


progreſs. Theſe are a few of the motives and arguments, 

which, after mature deliberation have prevailed with the 

publiſher, to let tbeſe Memoirs come forth toqpublic view, 
Perhaps, it may be objected, that the Author goes be- 


 yond her ſphere in launching out into digreſſions by way 


of Advice and Expoſtulation, but let it be remembred, 
that it was her ardent deſire and conſtant endeavour to 
be ſome way uſeful, and judged this method not to be an 
improper expedient to promote ſuch a deſign, which ſhe 
had a happy talent for, and eagerly proſecuted through- 
out her life, as her friends and acquaintances can abun- 
dantly teſlify ; and was the more animated thereto, from 
the conſideration of the happy influence that the woman of 
Samaria's invitations had upon her * and neigb- 
bours : beſides the digreſſuons themſelves, are generally, 
natural, pertinent, moving and uſeful. 

Tho' a polite or-elegant ſtyle cannot be expected, yet the 
language is generally plain andeaſy, and ſo it wasjudged 
proper to continue the ſame, only with this ſmall altera- _ 
tion, in connecting. ſome abrupt ſentences, together with 
the arangement of a few fatts and circumſtances, more 
naturally with regard to the order of time, becauſe ſome 
things in the courſe of writing recurred to her memory, 
abhich ſhe had forgot, and was thereby obliged to mark 
them a little out of their proper diſpoſition : i any ſhall 
doubt 4 the authenticity File Memoirs now publiſhed, 
the only ſolution aud expedient is to apply to the Author's 
acquaintances who know the certainty thereof, or the 
a >= Manuſcript, yet extant, _ 

ow as Elijah dropt his mantle, as a legacy to Eliſha ; 

fo our Author a little before her departure, eft the fol- 
lowing narrative, aftrong evidence indeed, of her\faith 
and fortitude, amidſt all trials and viciſſitudes ; it\may 
not then be unworthy of fſurvivers, Eliſha-like, to take up 
this mantle, tho* of however ſmall value in itſelf, yet be- 
ing deſigned to remind us of Elijah's God, who abides 
for ever, and thus we all, in like manner, may in the faith 
of the true ſmitten and ſmiting EL1Jan, inite all waters 
of adverſities, trials, and difficulties, in this pilgrimage- 
rate, and at laſt in the believing proſpett, that in the death 
of our great F.L1JAH, the waters of the Fordan of death, 
are ſmote and fairly divided, and thereby a wvay laid open, 
to the ranſomed ones, for a ſafe and comfortable paſſage 
home to IMMANUEL'SLand, Maya double portion of that 
Sirit, which animated the Author, reſt upon the Reader. 
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The AvTnor's PREFACE. 


Dear Reader. 3 — 
9 will perhaps be ſurpriſed that ever I, a 
1 poor illiterate creature, ſnould ever attempt 
to publiſh any thing to the world, eſpecially 
conſidering there are ſuch a variety of excellent 
books, already wrote by godly and learned men, 
not only in the doctrinal and practical, but alſo 
experimental kind: the objections indeed were 
many, and the difficulties great that lay in the 
way of my writing, becauſe | could write none 
till arrived at the age of fifty eight years, (ex- 
cept ſubfcribe my name) and. confidering m 
weakneſs both of body and mind, and unfitneſs 
to expreſs my ſcattered thoughts into intelligible 


words, together with the temper of the preſent 
age we now live in. But reflecting on the other 


hand upon the innumerable obligations 1 am pe- 
euliarly under to my God and Saviour, to under- 
take any piece of ſervice, the Lord in his provi- 
dence is pleaſed to put into my hand, who has 
formed me a rational creature, and brought me 
within the vifible church, yea, 1 hope, which is 
infinitely more, within his church inviſible, of 
being baptized in his name, and receiving a 


Chriſtian education; and O when 1 think of 
the wonderful care of divine providence exer- 


ciſed towards me even to this day, and that ere 
long I ſhall put off this tabernacle, and enter in- 
to the gloomy manſions of the grave, where 


there is no remembrance of God; and having | 


formerly fome faint deſires, of ſpending my 
old 


The P REF ACE. vii 
old ſtrength in my good Maſter's ſervice, with 


| Jacob of old in bleſſing his ſons, and recommend- 
a ing them to the God that had fed him all his 


pt life, and redeemed him from all evil. While 
L Iwas thus exerciſed, providence brought to my 
nt 


hand, a book of the reverend Mr. Williſons, en- 


n, titled the AMicted Man's Companion, about 
ſo the ſpace of two years before I began to write, 
re wherein are contained many uſeful inſtruc- 
he tions to old and dying people, to leave good 
ne advices to their children and relations, ur- 


ged by cxamples taken from our Lord, ſcrip- 
ture ſaints, and other Chriſtians, all which ex- 
cited my former deſires. But at length by a 
dangerous fall, where my life was in jeopardy, 
the firſt thought I could command was, oh I 
have nothing left on record, of the wonderful 
love of God, and the care of his providence, 
towards me, for the encouragement and excite- 
ment of young people to get early acquaintance 
with Chriſt; and more than ever, that pre- 
cept in the 78 Pſalm, had ſuperior weight with 

me, © That we ought not to hide God's laws, 
but ſhew them to the generation yet to come, 
« the praiſes of the Lord, and his ls and 
* his wonderful works that he. hath done. For 
he eſtabliſhed a teſtimony in Jacob &c.“ My 
deſires for writing were more and more ſharpen- 
ed, but was afraid to communicate my deſign, 
leſt it would be thought fooliſh and extrayagant 
notions in the brain; however 1 opened my 


. got one to write a little for me, but 
a | my 


vii The P R E FAC E. 

my heart was like to faint for fear and fo I laid G7 
it by for ſome time, yet a reſtleſs anxiety con- px 
tinued in my mind, not knowing what to do, 
]reſolved to attend at Lone-head, the ſacrament 


being then diſpenſed there, ſeeing it hath been ch 
the Lord's ordinary way with me, theſe many 


*. ni 
years, that whatever perplexities I was in, ſoon- 8 
er or later to get relief from, or light about * 
in public ordinances; when ſabbath evening was * 


come I could not ſay I had got any relief, but 


on Monday Mr. Clerkſon preached on Pſalm be 


cv. 5. Remember his marvellous works that Ar 
„ he hath done, his wonders and the judgments 8 
6“ of his mouth.” He diſcourſed much upon | * 


the duty and exerciſe of remembring the works 


of the Lord, and obſerved “ that it was a neceſ- 


« fary and heavenly one, and the uninterrupted 
% employment of the redeemed company a- 
« bove,” my chief objection was my weakneſs to 
remember the works of the Lord, he anſwered, 
« put the Lord's work in his own hand,” 
Mr. Gib preached next upon Pſalm ii. 12. 
« Bleſfed are all they that truſt in him.” Both 
texts and diſcourſes, through God's bleſſing, 
ſtrengthened and encouraged me much to ſet 
forward in the way of preſent called - for duty. 
I reſumed my former purpoſe, got ſome copies 
ſet, and learned a little ro write, and eſſayed 
to ſtretch forth the withered hand, and take 
hold of his promiſe IIa. xli. 10. Fear thou 
« not, fork am with thee; be not diſmayed, for 
«* am thy God, J will ſtrengthen thee, yes . 
” WI 
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will uphold thee, with the right-hand of m 
„ righteouſneſs; and to go out in his ſtrength _ 
« and to make mention of his righteouſneſs, e- 
« yen of his only.” | 8 
I am conſcious, fo far as I can remember, 
that what I have ſaid is true, though accompa- 
nied with much weakneſs in myſelf every way. 
and very far from being ſo connect as it ought 
to have been, neither can it be expected, that 1 
can give a particular relation of every remarkable 
occurrence, unleſs 1 had wrote in my youth: 
but all circumſtances conſidered about my age, 
firength and ſituation, I hope the Chriſtian and 
candid reader will not wholly reje& it, becauſe 
of its manifold imperfections and inaccuracies. 
What I would aim at, is, to tell poſterity ſuch 
a covenant-keeping God I have had, for their 
encouragement, to come and taſte and ſee that 
God is good, and to truſt in him at all times 
however dark and deſperate- like the cafe may 
be. O that I could perſuade all, and eſpecially 
young ones, from mine own experience, or ra- 
ther may God perſuade you, j irſt to ſeek the 
God and his righteouſneſs, and all things ſhall 
be added for his glory and your good; It is 
more than fifty years ſince God began to re- 
{train me from the ſinful vanities and follies of 
youth by theſe forecited words. I think I can 
ſet to my ſeal to the truth of what Mr. Binning- 
obſerves upon this text, If a kingdom were 
* ſet upon the one hand, and the things of the 
* world on the other, it would be moſt, rational 
«c to 


c 


to chooſe the kingdom; but when the king- 
dom is ſet before us, and all things neceſſary 
| © with it, a covenant-right thereto, and cove- 
„ nant-bleſlings therewith,” O how infinite is 
the diſproportion! O that I could encourage 
parents, to be diligent to have their children early 
g acquaint with their Bibles, which, thro* God's 
dleſſing, will be the beſt and moſt laſting porti- 
on you will be able to provide for them; and 
children to a diligent uſe of the holy ſcriptures 
in your youth, earneſtly ſeek, with the Pſalmiſt, 
that the Lord would “turn away your eyes from 
| #4 fviewing vanities, and incline your hearts to his 
«« teſtimonies,” and give your young hearts to 
Chriſt, while he is graciouſly calling for them. 
am now writing to you in my old age, under 
many infirmities, but I want words to expreſs how 
ſweet the thoughts of the places are, where the 
Lord firſt took a dealing with me. I would deſire 
with a certain author, to bear in mind, not only re- 
ſtraining, but conquering and pardoning mercy, 
ſince Chriſt forgets nothing of ours, but our ſins, 
it well becomes us to record all his mercies; but 
who is ſufficient for theſe things! I have been eſ- 
ſay ing to lay before you ſome few gleanings, that 
] have gleaned from my great Maſter's field, for 
your encouragement to come and glean alſo: 
glean, did I ſay, yea, rather feaſt on ſuch vari- 
\," ety and plenty. O do not attempt to feed on 
the world and its vanities! I aſſure you, they 
will be miſerable comforters, when you come to, 
a ſick and death-bed, If I had nothing elſe 
| Now, 
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now, I would have a poor feaſt of it; but how 
. comfortable is it to be able to ſay with David 
in his old age, © Although my houſe be not ſo- 
4 « with God, yet he hath made with me an e- 
«« yerlaſting covenant, well ordered in all things 
„ and ſure, and this is all my ſalvation, and all 
« my deſire, although he make it not to grow”? 
4 or with Jacob, who talked of his Bethel 
and Peniel viſits, both for his own comfort and 
4 If the edification of others, and how pleaſant and 
. delightful to ſay on ſolid ground in the trium- 
7 phant language of the apoſtle Paul, * I have 
“ fought the good fight, I have finiſhed my 
© courſe, henceforth there is laid up for me a 
«« crown of righteouſneſs, and not for me only, 
„ but for all them that love his appearance”? 
and at laſt uninterruptedly and eternally to reſt 
our weary ſouls, won, pou by the continual war 
with a body of ſin and death, upon the boſom of 
him who takes “ the lambs in his arms, and 
„ wipes away all tears from their eyes.“ 
But I ſhall conclude, fearing I have been too 
tedious already; may that good Spirit which aſ- 
ſiſted me to retain theſe things, and now to re- 
cord them in my old age, much more accompany 
the reader, and make you know ſomething of 
the love of Chriſt that paſſeth knowledge.“ 
O young ones! be encouraged to give your 
young hearts to Chriſt, and he will honour you 
© ſerve him in your old age, and * bring forth 
fruit when others fade.” I add no more, be- 
Dg now for the moſt part confined to a ſick-· bed, 


and 
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P. 23. I. 13, for ſo, read lo, 


and knows not but it may be a death-bed; 1 
commend my dear friends and acquaintances, 
4heſe few lines, and all into whoſe hands they 
may come, to the grace of God, and the care of 
his providence, truſting that my good Maſter, 
who in the days of his fleſh, had ſo much com- 


paſſion on the bodies of men, and made a little 81 


proviſion through his bleſſing, feed many, much 
more abundantly feed your ſouls, and make theſe 
few lines which he hath wonderfully aſſiſted me 
in, and can as eaſily preſerve them for his own 
glory, which is the mark I deſire to aim at in this 
and my other duties, if my heart deceive me 


not, All from 
| Your ſincere Well-wiſner 


e in Chriſt, 
ON Ne M. SHAW. 
|: SEN 
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FIRST PERIOD. 


[ Contaming the ſpace of 20 years.] 


WAS born in the year 1700. at Glentore, in 
[ the pariſh of Eaſt Monkland, and ſhire of 

Lanerk, of creditable parents, who carefully in- 
ſtructed me to read, and had a virtuous example ſet 
betore me. 

It cannot be expected that I am able to afford a 
particular and full enumermion of God's early and 
kind providences towards me, as I now labour un- 
der the daily decays of nature, and growing infirmi- 
ties of old age; but only to mention a few remark- 
able inſtances of God's preſerving care, as I am in- 
formed, befel me when young ; Being carried by a 
ſervant to my father's kiln, where I fainted, by reaſon 
of a violent blow upon the head, by the accidental 
fall of a piece of wood, and in this manner brought 
home beyond all hope of recovery : afterwards, there 


Were 
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Were ſeveral ſolemn'tranſa&tions, and gracious meet- 
ings in that ſame place, between God and my ſoul; 
well may I fay, “ Early was I caſt upon his tender Ii 


e* care.” V 

I was ſent to the ſchool in winter, and kept my p 
father's ſheep in ſummer ; however the ſeeds of ſin p 
did early ſpring, having a comerade I then thought tl 
much better favoured than me, ſhe enjoying her th 
wiſhes, and obtaining her freedom and liberty, and 1 a 
at home confined, or ſent abroad to feed cattle; thus I 
envying her proſperity ; but a kind providence it was ne 


to me, for being oft in the fields out of the view of ct 
all others, fave the Omniſcient eye, I took my cate- ſi 


chiſm along wich me, and learned better alone than P1 
at ſchool, and alto my bible, when I firſt began to 
notice the promiſes and threatnings, the one to the pa 
righteous, and the other to the wicked, which was a I} ** 
mean to reſtrain me from many evils I ſaw practiſed, F im 
and was inclined unto; but when I mer with my old 

comerade again, my fretful diſpoſition returned, and de 
was ready to call in queſtion God's promiſes, ſuch 1 
an envious temper of mind I was long troubled with, his 


and too much indulged, fo that ſince I can ſcarce ei- no 
ther read or hear the Ixxili. Pſalm, but I muſt blame 


my own folly, and remember the kind providence of . 
God. 
The ſcripture that the Lord did firſt impreſs upon 
my mind, was in Matth. vi. 25, and downwards, 
which I deſire young people often to read, when 
anxious about, and too ready to join in conformity | 
to the vain and ſinful cuſtoms of the times, and like- | ] 
wiſe it may be very uſeful, both for old and young, not 
when tempted to miſtruſt God for neceſſary proviſion, | Go 
temporal or ſpiritual : “ Seek firſt the kingdom of MI 2 7: 
% God and his righteouſneſs, and all things ſhall be MI ſiſte 
<< added.“ O promiſe pregnant with the moſt noble, * 
i on 


large and laſting bleſſings! q 
I then | 


. 
T 
5 
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15 
T then had ſeldom opportunity of attending pub» 


lic ordinances. Once hearing our miniſter, Mr. 
Wiſeman, after the ſacrament, exhorting much to- 
prayer, at leaſt morning and evening, ejaculatory 
prayer thro' the day at our lawfnl employments, and 
that in ſo doing we might link the whole day toge- 
ther in prayer; I was convinced in my mind it was 
a duty, and effayed to put it in practice; but alas! 
I fear not from a true principle to a right end, yet I 
never did after that, ſſight ſecret duty, but I had a 
challenge from my conſcience. Being then abont 
ſixteen years of age, I heard a miniſter preach upon 
Prov. viii. 17. I love them that love me, and thoſe 
« that ſeek me early ſhall find me;” at which time 
part of the xxxiv. Pſalm was ſung, © O taſte and ſee 
% that God is good,” &c. Both of which made ſome 
impreſſton on me. | 

So much for a ſhort ſketch of God's providential 
dealing with me in the firſt nineteen years of my life, 
I ſhould rather have ſaid Age. Glory to God for 
his free, ſovereign, rich grace and mercy, that did 
not let me reſt here. 3 


SECOND PERIOD: 
[Containing the ſpace of 26 years.] | 


I AM now to relate ſome things more particularly, 
not only with regard to reſtraining grace, but ali> 
God's conquering grace and mercy. In the yer 
1720, and twentieth of my age; about this time my 
ſiſters were all married, and I remained alone with 
my parents; whereupon I dreamed of more eaſe, free- 
dom and liberty, being elevated with the hopes, and 
proſpect of ſenſual enjoyments ; O praiſe and glexy 

| B 2 be 


"mill 


jup with him, and he with me.” 
trembling, and made to look upon myſelf as the only | 


his diſpoſal, 
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be to God, - who ſo.ſnddenly diſappointed my hopes, 
and fulfilled not my defires ! but mercifully prevent - 
ed me, by that worthy ſervant of Chriſt, Mr. Bennet, 


miniſter of the goſpel in Moring-ſide, at the ſacra- 


ment of Slamannan, 1720. I attended upon the faſt 
day before the ſacrament, and remember only one 
thing that one of the miniſters faid, © That there 


© would be joy in heaven, if there ſnould be but one 
« young man or woman that would repent at this 
* occaſhon ;* I preſently thought with myſelf, that | 
ſhould not be me, which I defire to record to the 


praiſe of rich and free grace, and to my own ſhame, | 


that took me not at my word; but upon the ſacra- 
mental fabbath afternoon thereafter, I was powerfully * 
wrought upon by the Spirit of God, from that me- 
morable text, Rev. iii. 20. Behold, I ſtand at the 


« door, and knock : if any man will hear my voice, 
* and open the door, I will come in to him, and will 
I was ſet a 


perſon that kept Chriſt at the door, and was holding 
up weapons of rebellion againſt the Son of God; 


glory to his ever bleſſed Name, that powerfully and | 


irrefiſtably overcame my hard heart, and rebellious 


will, who opened the door of my heart himſelf, and | 
made me willing to ly down at his feet, and be at | 


There was another remarkable ſcrip- 
ture, which was accompanied with power upon me, 


in that ever memorable night, 2 Cor. v. 20. ©*'Now | 
© then we are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as tho' God 


„ ftead, be ye reconciled to God.“ 


/< did beſeech you by us, we pray you in Chriſt's | 


And now, upon a back look, I muſt, I cannot but 
confeſs, and ſubſcribe, not only to the power and 


grace of God in opening the door of my obſtipate | 
and wicked heart, but alſo his faithfulneſs to his di- 
vine promiſe, in condeſcendivg to ſup and ſympathize 
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with worthleſs me, under all the various providences,- 
proſperous or adverſe, he has ſeen meet to exerciſe: 
me with, and made me ſup with him, in giving out 
neceſſary ſupplies of grace, wiſdom and ſtrength, for 
directiang and ſupporting me, under all the various 
temptations, trials and affliftions I have been tryſted 
with: theſe have been ſweet ſeriptures to me, and 
are ſo unto this day. O that the power may be ex- 
erted upon the inhabitants of that place and others, 
that accompanicd my heart that night, it would make: 
you change thoughts of the world and precious 
Chriſt, O young ones, be perſuaded to hear Chriſt 
calling at the door of your hearts for admiflion ; Is 
not his head filled with dew, and his locks with: 
the drops of the night?” For his bleſſed Name's ſake, 
and for your precious ſoul's ſake, put his own work in 
his own hand, * who opens and none can ſhur, 
* ſtints and none can open,” and if ye had a taſte of: 
this goodneſs of God, all. the moſt refined delights, 
and enjoyments of ſenſe, would be but empty and 
ſapleſs. 

Satan and the workings of my deceitful heart 
muſtered up many objections, ſuch as that it was 
too ſoon to be religious, that I might take ſome 
time to enjoy the pleaſures of youth, and that it was 
better never to have a profeſſion of religion, than to 
be an apoſtate: I ought to bleſs the Lord, he ſuf- 
fered me not to yield, but enabled me to fet forward 
in his Name and ſtrength; and made me that very 
night reſolve to prepare for going to the Lord's table 
at Cumbernauld, the ſacrament being diſpenſed two = 
months after this; however I was in a great ſtrait 
what to do, the tempter and my carnal reaſon ſaid, it 
was needleſs for me, to go to the Lord's table this 
year, for I could have no opportunity next year; the 
peaſon of this was, it being the cuſtom with us not 
to communicate, except in out own church; I had no 
B 3 proſpect 
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preſpect of doing it there, becauſe my mother or. 


punctually attended herſclf, and ordered me to wait an 
upon the houſe; beſides Cumbernauld and Slaman- ex 


nan ſacraments were only once, in the ſpace of two to 
years; but the dying command of our Lord, © Do Lec 
„ this in remembrance of me,” had great weight ly 
with me, which I was induced to think might be thi 
done in apother, as well as our own congregation : an 
this I record for the encouragement of young people, | 

not to conſult too much with events, but labour to CO' 
know what is preſent duty, and immediately comply ple 
with it, in much humility and ſelf denial, leaving Rc 
God to unravel difficulties, and he will bring all to a N 
comfortable iſſue in his own time and way; bowe ven 
1 told my caſe to no perſon, but went to Cumber- I NM. 


nauld upon the faft day. Mr. Robe began firſt, and ex 
prefaced upon the li. Pſalm, and preached upon 1 Cor. W v 
v. 7. Purge out the old leaven, that ye may be a the 
„neu lump then Mr. Haſtie vpon Jer. iv. 1. If WM me 
thou wilt return, O Iſrael, ſaith: the Lord, return voi 
* unto me;” and Mr. Anderfon in Falkirk preached go 
in the afternoon upon Gen. xxxv. 2. Then jacob me 
* ſaid unto his houſhold, and to all that were with WF got 
% him, put away the ſtrange gods that are among. MI Jo! 
you, and be clean, and change your garments.” bis 
Verſe 2. And let us ariſe, and go up to Bethel, and we 
« J will make there an altar unto God, who anſwer- fwe 
«« ed me in the day of my diſtreſs, and was with me we 
in the way which I went.” Theſe texts and diſ- fan 
courſes very much edified and encouraged me. WM the 

I returned upon Saturday, and was ſtill impreſt, an 
that it was my duty, to attend at the Lord's table to. } 


morrow, but as our miniſter was not there, I had MW tb 
not an opportunity of receiving a token, and beſides | Dill 
had not revealed my caſe and deſign to. any perſon ; WM dir 
but under this diſtreſs and anxiety of mind, the Lord Wl © 


who is always a very preſent help in time of need, ſo 
order: 
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ordered that my eldeſt brother in the evening came 


and took me out from among the multitude, and uu- 
expectedly gave me a token; and as we went home 
together, he charged me to give myſelf away to the 
Lord, which I judged to be my duty, and according- 
ly went to my father's kiln, formerly mentioned, and 
there, I hope, willingly gave myſelf away to the Lord, 
and took him for my all tor time and eternity. 
L attended on Sabbath, and received the feal of the 
covenant, where my kind and gracious Lord, was 
pleaſed to admit me to his fumptuous feaſt, Mr. 
Robe's action text was in Song viii. 1. O that thou 
« ert as my brother that ſucked the breaſts of my 
% mother.” I remember one word of caution which 
Mr. Robe younger expreſſed, when ſerving a table; he 
exhorted them to be upon their watch, for Satan 
would be at their heels, fo ſoon as they went out at 
the church door, which made a great impreſſion upon 
me, to watch, leſt I ſhould turn with the dog to the) 
vomit. Yet I felt a ſtrong party in me, thinking I had 
got a hard maſter, and would have a confined and 
melancholy life; but was greatly encouraged by the 
good inſtructions, and religious example of my uncle, 
John Young in Cumbernauld, where I ſtaid all night, 
his family made a moan for him, that he would be 
wearied (being one of the elders of the pariſh): he an- 
fwered no; he defired to be thankful, he was never- 
wearied in his good Maſter's ſervice; when he made 
family worſhip- that night, be ſung the beginning of 
the ciii. Plalm. I never in my life was witneſs to ſee 
a man ſing ſo cheerfully ; this, with other encourage- 
ments, I received from that truly Chriſtian family, 
thro' Gad's bleſſing, had a very great tendency to ba- 
niſh my former fears. On Monday Mr. Telfer and 
Mr. Ewing preached; the one upon Song ii. 3. 
** fat down under þis ſhadow with great delight, and 
* his fruit was ſweet to my taſte.” The other on 
Joſhua 
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_ Joſhua xxiii. 8. Butcleave unto the Lord your 
% God, as ye have done unto this day,” which re- 
freſhed and excited me much. And now, upon a re- 
view, I muft acknowledge the remarkable inter poſition 
of divine providence in every occurrence; and from 
the experience I have had of God's goodneſs, but 
what is it to the infinite ocean O I would deſire others 
to taſte of his goodneſs, efpecially young ones: be 
perſuaded to give him the heart: it is the beſt and the | 
worſt you have, but for as bad as it is, he will gladly: 
accept of it,“ Son, give me thy heart.“ Seek that 
the Lord may ſhape out your hearts, for- receiving a 
whole Chriſt, as he is offered in the goſpel, and then 
in him, all the promiſes will be to you yea and Amen. 
He is ſtill waiting to be gracious. O will you give ſuch: 
an unſpeakable, loving and love-worthy God, a nay: 
fay! J hope no. O Sirs, it is good to come in ſpeak- 
ing terms with Chriſt; the woman of Samaria ſpoke | 
cold like to him, when ſhe refuſed him a drink of wa- 
ter; but or ever he parted with her, he made her wil- 
lingly run his errands. And you who are entering 
upon the ways of religion, be not diſcouraged, altho* 
you meet with difficulties ; commit your way to the | 
Lord, andhis wiſdom will contrive, and power effect 
what is beſt; for all his divine attributes are as ſo ma- 
ny impregnable walls of defence, and all his promiſes 
as ſo many inviolable bonds of ſecurity for you; and 
do not fooliſhly, yea wickedly, think as I did, that 
Chriſt is a hard Maſter ; for neither the tongue of 
man or angel can tell, how gracious, how kind and 
ſympathizing he is; he himſelf will always be with you 
in your pilgrimage here, and at laſt ſafely conduct you 
to the flowery banks of Immanuel's land, there to a- 
bide with him for ever; but why ſhould © I darken | 

& counſel with words, without knowledge?“ Taſte 
and ice, will tell beſts | 
About 
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About this time I got the proof Catechiſm, and had 
conſiderable pleaſure in learning it by heart, eſpecially 
ſome ſcriptures, the one in Luke ii. 13. If ye then 
« being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
1 children, how much more ſhall your heavenly Father 
« give the Holy Spirit to them that aſk him?“ which 
was a mean to ſet me a praying for the Holy Spirit of 
truth, to lead and guide me into all truth, and I dare 
not ſay, but he has fulfilled with his hand, what he 
promiſed in his word; the other in Prov, ii. 1. My 
« ſon, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my 
*« commandments with thee, ſo that thou incline thine 
“ car to wiſdom, and apply thine heart to underſtand- 
ing. Yea, if thou crieſt after knowledge, and lift- 


. WM © <lt-up thy voice for underſtanding : if thou ſeekeſt 


“ her as ſilver, and ſearcheſt for her as for hid trea- 
* ſures: then ſhalt thou underſtand the fear of the 
« Lord, and find the knowledge of God.” Theſe 
words were a mean to prompt me to a diligent uſe of 
the means appointed by God, for attaining knowledge, 
and I have found it not a vain thing to ferve the Lord, 
who never commanded any of the ſeed of Jacob to 
ſeek his face in vain. I alſo bought Pierce on death, 
and thinks now I have got ſome good of it; for about 
that time, was much impreſt with the fear of death, 
which made me ſomewhat tender in hearing the goſpel, 
when exhorted to duties, eſpecially that great and 
leading one, believing in Chriſt. I was ſometimes un- 
der terrors of death, and powerfully impreſt to em- 
brace the preſent call, leſt I ſhould never get another 
Opportunity, In the primeof my youth, I was much 
JJ confined at home with my old mother, being helped 

to comply with this happy providence, and have reaped. 
much benefit from it, diverting myſelf learning queſti- 
ons, Pſalms, and chapters. I have been many times. 
srieved to ſee young people ſo fond of carnal com pa- 
I, and fo ſoon weary of ſalitarineſs, I having a 
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ſo much hurt by the bne, and benefit by the other. 
At a time upon a Sabbath, providentially hearing a 
part of Mr. Welwood's letters read, containing good 
advices to his friends, which had ſome impreſſion up- 


on me, eſpecially one to a ſiſter, exhorting her to much | 
diligence in reading the ſcriptures, and to pray, at leaſt | 
three times a day, which duty I could neyer ſince ne- 


glect, without a challenge from my conſcience. 


Several providences interveening until the next | 
This year 1 


year 1721, which I ſhall not here relate. 
had no opportunity of joining at a ſacrament nearer 


than Kilſyth. I was very ſollicitous to be there, having: 
good news from it, deſigning to attend upon 


heard 
the faſt day; I was afraid to tell my mother, leſt ſhe 


would be againſt me, but calling to mind, there was. | 


a fair day near approaching, where ſome of my ac- 


quaintances uſually attended; I deſired leave to go to 
Kilſyth faſt inſtead of the fair, which was readily 


Mr. Telfer preached upon Ho. x. 12. Sow| 
% to yourſelves in righteouſneſs, reap in mercy : break | 
up your fallow ground: for it is time to ſeek the 


Lord, till he come and rain righteouſneſs upon you.“ 
He ſpake much about the great fin and danger of 


ſtifling convictions, and ſaid © Thefe were greater | 


© murderers who crucified convictions, than thoſe 
« who murdered their own children.” I was great- 
ty troubled, being convinced it was my duty, to come 


and join at this occaſion ; I had great difficulty in at- 
tending, my mother was diſpleaſed with me, fearing 


bad company, and not being the cuſtom then in our 


place for young women to attend on diſtant ſacraments, | 
except upon ſabbath-days; however I could get no 


reſt, being perſuaded God and confcience was calling 


me to go, and altho' it was my duty to obey my pa- 
rents, yet only in the Lord, and to obey God rather 
than man. LI have now forgot how many facrs | 
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ments 1 attended at Kilſyth ; if I rightly remember 
three faſt days, and heard four Action ſermons of Mr. 
Robe's, only I deſire to bleſs the Lord that I ever ſaw 


the place. O but theſe were pleaſant and lively days 
pf the goſpel, which I hope many yet can atteſt to the 


truth of it, as living witneſſes thereof. Paſſing many 
others, I ſhall only relate ſome of the moſt remark- 
able paſſages which the Lord moſt eminently bleſſed 


for my good. I was never witneſs to ſuch a frame in 


Ja congregation, as during Mr. Robe's ſermon, and ſerv- 
| ing the firſt table, when he preached upon Iſa. xxv. 


« And it hall be ſaid in that day, fo this is our 
« God, we have waited for him, and he will fave us: 
c this is the Lord, we have waited for him, we will 
© be glad, and rejoice in his ſalvation.” Some of 
that auditory whom I knew, proved true and lively 
Chriſtians to the day of their death. Mr. Clerk in 
Glaſgow, had a remarkable caution to communicants, 
which made an impreſſion on my mind, and was very 
uſeful to me in my after · conduct: he ſaid, when ſerv- 


Wing a table, O communicants ! take heed, how you 


« walk, for there will be many eyes upon you, the eye of 
« an omnffcient God has been witneſs to your vows, 
« and will ſee how you perform; the eyes of the 
« godly will be upon you, and it will be a dagger at 


„their hearts, to ſee your lips; the eyes of the 


« wicked will be upon you, they will ſay, behold ſuch 
a perſon made a great profeſſion ſuch a day, and 
„their practice is like ours, or worſe.” I wiſh it 
had been more obſerved by me and others. I delight- 
ed much in hearing Mr. Telfer in Kirkintilloch, he 
once preached there on Monday, on 2 Cor. ix. 1 5. 


Thanks be unto God, for his unſpeakable gift.“ 


He treated much upon the excellency of that unſpeak- 
able gift, and of the way and manner how we were to 


Wc<xpreſs our thankfulneſs to God for Chriſt, he ſaid, he 


was not calling us to the pulpit to preach, but every 


One 
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one in their ſeveral ſtations and relations, to do all 
the good they could, for the glory of God, and the 
of their ſouls, and cited Dan. xii. 3. © They 
« that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the firmament, and they 
« that turn many to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for e- 
« yer and ever.” Which made a great impreſſion 
upon my ſpirit, and has had an influence on me ever 
fince, in ſome degree, to beſtow my time and talents for 
God and the good of fouls. It was there I heard 
Mr. Alexander Moncrief firſt ; he preached- upon a 
preparation day in Song iv. 8. Come with me 
« from Lebanon, my ſpouſe, with me from Lebanon: 
% look from the top of Amana, from the top of She- 
« nir and Hermon, from the lions dens, and from the 
« mountains of the leopards.” I thought it was a 
very remarkable ſermon. When he came to the ap- 
plication, he ſpoke much to commend this glorious 
ME in the text, and moſt earneſtly expoſtulated with 
us to go with this Immanuel. The xlv Pſalm and 
10 verſe was ſung, ©* O daughter, hearken and re- 
« gard,” &c. | 
Mr. Scot in Glaſgow preached next upon theſe ve- 
ry words, O daughter,” &c. And thefe were the 
words ſung in our family in the morning, before I 
came away from home: it was with difficulty I got 
attended ; but I thought this a double call, and I hope 
not without power. O bleſſed exchange! Sacraments 
inſtead of fairs! This was a ſweet preparation day to 
me. Mr. Moncrief had his text Gen. xxiv. 58. 
« Wilt thou go with this man?” and on ſabbath, 
connected it with Ia, liii. 3. He is a man of 


« ſorrows.” He ſaid he was come to this brae-ſide in 
ſuit of a bride to his Maſter's Son, the true Iſaac, and as a 
faithful meſſenger, he warmly intreated, and earneſtly 
expoſtulated with us to go with the man Chriſt, 
by the moſt powerful, alluring and convincing mo- 
nves and arguments, ſo that divine power went loop 
Wit 
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with them, © the power of the Lord being preſent to 
4% heal.” At another time I heard a moſt ſatisfactory 
action ſermon of Mr. Robe's, in Plal. Ixix. 4, 1 
© reſtored that which I took not away.” There was 
one ſcripture in Hol. ii. 6. I heard cited at Rillyth, 

viz. I will hedge up her way with thorns, ſhe ſhall 

&« follow after her lovers, but ſhe ſhall not overtake 
&« them, ſhe ſhall ſeek them, but ſhall not find them, 


„ then ſhall ſhe ſay, I will go and return to my firſt 


i huſband, for then was it better with me than now.“ 
O this hath been a moſt uſeful ſcripture to me, and how 
much of the accompliſhment of this promiſe have I 
ſeen ? both in hedging up my way, and many a time 
when my harlot heart. purſuing other idols and lovers, 
and being happily diſappointed and fruſtrated of the 
enjoyment, made me remember this ſcripture. One 
time, when unavoidably detained from Kilſyth, being 
very deſirous to go, I looking afar to it, on the ſab- 
bath morning, with the tear in mine eye, that ſcrip- 
ture came in my mind, Pal. xxvi. 8. * Lord, I have 
“loved the habitation of thy houſe, and the place 
* where thine honour dwelleth.” Which they told 
me were the words of one of the miniſters text that 
day ; from hence I obſerved the wonderful kindneſs of 
God, that when ſhut up from acceſs to public wor- 
ſhip, he bleſſed theſe words of my meditation, the 
ſame with the text, to my ſpiritual comfort and edi- 
fication. Some time after this, I was in a very un- 
healthy Nate of body, and little hope of recovery, ei- 
ther by myſelf or others: and on a time going to 
Cumbernauld to uſe ſome means for that purpoſe, in 
meditating on the way, vpon the pleaſant days I had 
formerly enjoyed at Kilſyth, thought with myſelf, ſhall 
I be able to attend this ſeaſon ? That word came to 
me, © 1 will revive thee as the corn,” Which made 
me reſolve thro' the ſtrength of grace, to go, if I had 
any meaſure of health; accordingly 1 revived a little 
8 


and 
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and was ſtrongly convinced, that it was my duty to 
go there. When I went upon the preparation morn- 
ing, the congregation were ſinging theſe lines. 


Tl pay my vows now to the Lord, 
before this people all, &c. 


which confirmed my reſolution to come back to the 
ſolemnity, but many almoſt inſuperable difficulties 


narrate ; however the Lord brought me over them all. 
My body was weak, little appetite for food, but a great 
' thirſt. I roſe early on the ſabbath morning, to ſeek for 
a well, and got one, and remained there a conſiderable 
time; that paſſage. of ſcripture, 1 Cor. x. 4. afforded 


* tual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was 
* Chriſt.”) Icame to the place of public worſhip, be- 
ing very deſirous to hear the action ſermon, but was 
afraid of going into the church, becauſe of the diſorder 
in my body, I ſeated myſelf without at a window, 
and heard Mr. Robe diſcourſe moſt ſatisfyingly, upon 
the ſubje& of my morning meditation, Many other 
texts and ſcriptures I heard at Kilſyth, that were, and 
are, very pleaſant and uſeful ro me; but are not con- 
venient to give a full relation of them. But I deſire 
to bleſs the Lord I ever ſaw the place, and that he has 
given me an opportunity of writiag my mind to you 
of the young generation, and tell you of his love and 
kindneſs, and the care of his providence. Satan is 
bidding me ſpare my pains, it will be to no purpoſe; 
but what is ſown in weakneſs, the Lord can raiſe in 
power. Many a piece of ſervice, he has taken off my 
hand, tho' performed with many infirmities, and I de- 
fire to believe, that he will yet do for his own NAME“ 
ke. I am perſuaded it is preſent called-for duty, 7 

e 


preſented themſelves in the way, which is tedious to 


matter of pleaſant meditation, And did all drink the 
ſame ſpiritual drink: (for they drank of that ſpiri- 
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he more weak, worthleſs, and unwiſe I am, and have 
been, the more will it redound to the praiſe of free, 
ſovereign grace and love, that ever thought on me in 
my low eſtate, and manifeſted towards me the care of 
his providence, or accept of any of my poorendeavours 
to ſerve hj | 

Having narrated a few hints of the Lord's kindneſs 
towards me at Kilſyth; I now return to the year 
1722, which was a very remarkable one to me. 1 
ad, for a conſiderable time, found corruption very 
rong, and grace weak, notwithſtanding of what my 
kind and gracious Lord had done for me. I went 
this year to Slamanan facrament, being both afraid 
and aſhamed to go. Mr. Wiſeman preached on the 
aſt day upon Pſal. xxxvili. 3. There is no ſound- 
© neſsin my fleſh, becauſe of thine anger: neither is 
« there any reſt in my bones, becaufe of my ſfin;” a 
text and diſcourſe which admirably expreſſed my pre- 
ſent condition. Mr. Brown in Abercorn preached 
next, upon theſe inexpreſſibly comfortable texts, John 
i. 29. Behold the LAM of God, which taketh a- 
« way the fin of the world.“ I John i. 7. The: 
* blood of Jefus Chriſt his Son, cleanſeth us from all 
« ſin.” Theſe were ſoul-refreſhing ſcriptures, un-;. 
der my diſconſolate caſe. Mr. Brown, in the fore- 
noon, ſhewed the typical reſemblance between Chriſt 
and the ſcape” goat, and ia the afternoon diſcourſed 
upon the virtue and efficacy of Chriſt's blood, in cleanſ- 
ing from the guilt, filth and power of ſin; O the glad 
news, not only to hear of freedom from the guilt of 
ſin, but alſo from the power and pollution of it. 

O my dear friends, abſtain from all appearance of 
evil; the Lord was found of me who ſought him not, 
in this place before, and had been kind to mein other 
places, yet I may ſpeak it to my ſhame, that thro? cor- 
ruption within, and temptation without, I was ver 
uulike my profeſſion ; * glory to God, that brought 

2 me 


Luke xxiv. 32. 
« Did not our hearts burn within us, while he talk- | 


29 The Menvirs and Spiritual Exerciſes 


me to this place again, and manifeſted ſo much of his 
love to ſuch a ſinful creature, ip gs rhe me of ſin; 


but not permitting me to deſpair of wercy, by ſetting 
forth his precious Chriſt, as a ſcape goat to take away 
fin; and as a fountain to waſh ſuch a filthy finner as 
I was, and am; it was a bleſſed faſt day, and the pre- 
Jude of a glorious feaſt day. Before the communion, 
I was reading Doolittle on the ſacrament, where he 
ſpaks of caſting open the everlaſting doors of our 
hearts to Chriſt, and having the foul hung with the 
tapeſtry of the Spirit, in order to be a fit habitation 
for Chriſt. O I longed for ſuch preparation, being 
convinced it was work above my power; I was help- 
ed to put the Lord's work in his own hand, who has 
faid, „I will work, and who ſhall let it?“ 


6. And in this mountain ſhall the Lord of hoſts, 
% make unto all people, a feaſt of fat things, a feaſt 
« of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, 
« of wines on the lees well refined.” A moſt refreſh- 
ing and encouraging ſermon ! I was helped to believe 


that the morrow would be a good feaſt day, and was 


not diſappointed, for I may truly ſay, it was the warm- 
eſt ſun-ſhine day of the goſpel ever I felt. Mr. Bon- 
ner in Torphichen ſaid, when ſerving a table, May be 
ſome poor thing is ſaying, ** this is the moſt bleſſed day 
« that ever they ſaw.” Which was the very thought of 
my heart; mark it then, faid he, it is the 27th day 
of May, 1722. Mr. Glog, when ſerving a table, ſaid, 
May be ſome poor thing is ſaying, if you aſk my name, 
it is legion, for legions of vain thoughts lurk in my 
boſom ; 1 alſo thought this was my name, for vain 
thoughts were never ſuch a burden to me all my life 
before. Mr. Anderſon preached in the evening from 
And they ſaid one, to another, 


« ed with us by the way, and while he opened to * 
| « t 2 


Upon the | 
preparation day, Mr. anderſon preached from Iſa. xxv. 
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& the ſcriptures?” He ſhewed various ways of quench- 
ing this ſpiritual fire; and that a common method 
people took to extinguiſh: this fire was, by throwing 
the mire of the world upon it: he ſaid, Did not 
“ your hearts burn within you, when ye took the 
&« bread? Did not your hearts burn within yon, when 


« ye took the wine?” Which I felt as really as e- 
ver I felt the breath of life in my body, in ſuch a man- 
ner as I never had before on a communion day, nor 
fince. I returned on the thankſgiving-day, as well it 
became me. Mr. Glog preached from Gal. v. 16. 
„ This I ſay then, walk in the ſpirit, and ye ſhall not 
&« fulfil the luſts of the fleſh;” 3} was greatly afraid 
how to return to the world again, and wiſhed with old 
Simeon to be away with the armful I had got, for mine 
eyes had ſeen his ſalvation. That worthy ſervant of 
Chriſt, Mr. Bonner, preached next, from John xvii, 
It. ** And now I am no more in the world, but 
* theſe are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy 
Father, keep thro' thine own name thoſe whom 
© thou haſt given me, that they may be one, as we 
* are.” He treated much about the ſpiritual privileges 
of believers, eſpecially Chriſt's commending them to 
the Father's tutorſhip and management, while in this 
world; he cited many comfortable ſcriptures from 
Chriſt's ftarewel ſermon, in the three preceeding chap- 
ters, but particularly one in his interceſſory prayer, 
which I have often ſeen made out to me, viz. © 1 pray 
not that thou ſhouldſt take them out of the world, 
« but that thou ſhouldſt keep them from the evil.” He 
mentioned ſeveral reaſons why the Lord's people were 
not immediately removed out of the world, when 
brought into a ſtate of grace; one was, That they 
** might glorify God on earth as well as in heaven 
* have their faith and other graces tried and exerciſed, 
* and the greater the hardſhips in their journey hea- 
* venward, the more glory to God, and the ſweeter 

| C3 | heaven, 
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« heaven, when they arrived there: another reaſon, 
4% Chriſt muſt have a church militant as well as a 
&« Church triumphant, and that the Lord's people 
« here, is a ſeed to ſerve him, in being made iaſtr u- 
4 mental in the converſion and edification of others.” 
At the cloſe, he baptiſed a child, and bound the 
Parent to keep family worſhip morning and evening, 
which ſmote me, being conſcious of our culpable ne- 
glect of it: ſometimes in the morning, I was troubled | 
How to ſpeak of it to my parents, one thing was and 
is a great weight to me, and ought to be matter of | 
deep humiliation and lamentation before God; I had | 
always been burdened with ſleep in time of evening 
worſhip, and thought for me to pretend fuch a zeal | 
for morning exercife, who made ſuch a bad uſe of it | 
in the evening, would be looked upon as the higheſt þ 
pitch of hypocriſy. But I have it to remark to the 
Praiſe of God, that it is upwards of thirty years ſince, | 
and never eight days together, without family worſhip 
morning and evening. O obſe ve with me, the grace 
and mercy of God, who had formerly ſur prized me in 
this place with his love, and notwithſtanding of my 
provocations, graciuuſty brought me back again, ta 
get a Bethel viſtt. O how did he act the wiſe Phyſi- 
cian's part, by opening up my ſmarting wound, and 
with that ſame tender hand, applying the ſovereion and 
healthy balm, even his own precious blood, and what 
is ſtill more, under the character of an indulgent Fa- 
ther, and kind- hearted friend, admitted me into his 
« banqueting houſe, and his banner over me was 
« love.“ O let us not think he is a hard Maſter. 
He has been a good and loving Maſter to me, but I 
have been a faithleſs and rebellious ſcrvant to him. 
How often have I quarrelled with him, for taking ſuch 
ſingular ſteps with me, which hath, notwirhftan-ling, 
been all in love. I think, I have defired hae | might 
be helped Caleb-like, to bring up a good pore 
13 : _ Chit 
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fon, M Chriſt and the goſpel, Oh that it were more ſo ! What 
as a Wl ſmall mites 1 ever contributed for that purpoſe, was. 
ple not from myſelf, but from the grace of God, and the 
ru- WM accompliſhment of his promiſes; he ſaid to me, 
rs.“ © Thou art my fervant, in whom I will be glorified ;” 
the W and a moſt memorable ſermon I heard Mr. Bonner 
ing, W preach from Num, xiv. 29. But my ſervant Ca- 
ne- leb, becauſe he hath another ſpirit with him, and 
bled bath followed me fully, him will 1 bring into the 
and land, whereunto he went, and his ſeed hall poſſeſs 
r of it;“ which had a great impreſſion upon me. O 
had young ones, give up your hearts to Chriſt; he is above 


ning and beyond all commengation; it is truly ſaid in 
zeal WM Proverbs, ** What is bis name, or his ſon's name, who 
of it “ can tell? It is he only that can commend himſelf; 
zheſt go to him and tell him he has promiied nis Spirit © to 
> the Il take of the things of himſelf; and ſhew them unto. 
ince, “ you,” John xvi. Tell him he has promiſed, Iſa. 


hip xXXXiii. 17. They (hall ſee the King in his beau- 
Trace Wl © ty;” do not fear, many a time he has done more 
ne in than he promiſed, but never leſs. O ſtudy to be well 
my acquainted with your Bibles, and the promiſes there- 
o, ta in, and to know your cafe, and the promiſe that au- 
hyſi- wers it, and go to a throne of grace, and plead the 
and accompliſhment of it, and always be drawing 4 bill upon 
n and him he will not forget to anſwer it, altho” “ the viſion. 


what 
U Fa- 


0 his 


« tarry, wait for it, it will ſurely come, it will not tar- 
4 ry,” Or rather, has not God, lo to ſpeak, drawn fo 
many bills of promiſes already ſubſcribed, and prefent- 


was ing them unto vs, ſaying, what is thy petition, and it 
aſter. ſhall be granted? Let us not think him a hard Ma- 
but 1 ficr. Is not the ſecurity good enough, and the ſum 
him. Large enough? I am THE Lorp TRY Gor. O, 


what would we have more Mark how ſuitable that 
tex in hn was to my preſent caſe, when ſo much a- 
might WM fraid of teturning to the wort, and the care of my 
ort of Lord and Huſband, in jending his ſervant to tell me, 
Chriſt he 


— 


7 ſuch 
ing, 


home, 1 enjoyed a great pleaſure in learning by heart 


to theſe miſchievous ſollicitations, and tried to be 
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he had committed me to the care and tutorſhip of his 
Father, and that he prayed not that his diſciples 
ſhould be taken ont of the world, but kept from the 
evil thereof, which gives me boldneſs, and good en- 
couragement to repeat in faith the ſame prayer, when 
my divine Lord and Maſter has done it before me. 
A Chriſtian life is not an idle life, nor ſuch a melan- 
cholly one as many take it to be. Thus far for a 
few hints of the firſt three years of my life. 

Having for ſome time run in the ways of God's 
commandments, with ſome enlargement of heart, 
meeting with ſome comfort from God, both in pub- 
tic and private, being expoſed to little company at 


fon 
me. 
take 
pro\ 
ferti 


(while employed at my fecular buſmeſs) queſtions, | 
pſalms and chapters, &c. But while down in this 
valley of fears, amidft a thouſand blaſts of different 
kinds of force and fraud, both from without and 
within: happy they, who as watchful and valiant ſol- 
diers, ſtand girt with that noble armour ; and how 
ready are we, being fatigned with a journey, haraſſed 
in a ſtorm, or weary with a battle, and then enjoy- 
ing ſome ſweet repoſe, to turn remiſs and negligent, 
and behold the watchful enemy eaſily ſhips in and 
takes the advantage; thus it was with me; the migh- 
ty and deceitful nations of the Canaanites were yet 
in the land, an evil heart of unbelief, Satan's agent, 
aſking me, what was the need for all this ſtrictneſs? (lack 
your hand a little, and go not to ſo many ſacraments, 
and confine not yourſelf ſo much at home; go to 
fome fairs, and other public places of diverſion ; 
why? becauſe better folks than you attend at ſome 
of theſe occaſions ; thus unacquainted with the wiles 
of Satan, and the deceitfulneſs and treachery of my 
heart; and alas what know I of them yet! yielded 


neighbour- like; but alas is was a dear down: ſitting 
* 
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tome; lcennot tell what others make of it, but for 
me | was the ſhadow without the ſubſtance, could 
take pleaſure in no duty, and had a ſinful hand, in 
provoking he Lord to caft me into the deeps of de - 
jertion and affliction. | 
In this perpiexing ſtate that ſcripture in the xxiv. 
Pſalm, verſe 9. haunted me oft. We fee not our 
« ſigns, there is no more any prophet, nor among us 
« any that knows the time how long,” That paſ- 
ſage in 2 Pet. ii. from verſe 20. to the end, oft caſt 
up to me. For it had been better for them, not to 
* have known the way of righteouſneſs, than after 
they have known it, to turn from the holy com- 
* mandment delivered unto them,” &c. I then 
eard Mr. Haſtie lecture on Heb. x. 26. and down- 
ards, * For if we fin wilfully, after we have receiv- 
ed the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no 
more facrifice for fin,” &c, and alfo at that time he 
as preaching upon Pſal. Ixxxi. 11, and downwards. 
O that my people had hearkened unto me, and 
Iſrael had walked in my ways !” Theſe were very 
ouſing and awakening ſeriptures and diſcourſes to 
me ; this was in the winter ſeaſon, and indeed it was 
a winter time with me, and at a very low ebb, go- 
ing mourning without the fun, Oh what fball I ſay, 
his works are like himſelf! O the pains he was at 
ith me, to have me brought back again, both in 
public and private: I like a loſt ſheep went aſtray, but 
be ſoughr and found me out, and how ſeaſonably 
did he ſtep in for my relief, and made my extremity 
bis opportunity, After many ſtruggles and toſſings, 
pon a ſabbath morning, I went to Slamannan church, 
eſolving to hope in the Lor d, and to wait about his 
hand, A minifter from Ireland preached from Pſal. 
ü. . My ſoul wait thou only upon God, for 
my expectation is from him.” He mentioned ſe- 


{ral proper ſeaſons for hoping in God ; one wh 
When 
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when fin and iniquity abounded in a land, and when 
the Lord was hiding his face from his church. Ia. 


vill, 17. And I will wait upon the Lord that hid- 


eth his face fram the houſe of Jacob, and I will 
* look for him.” Another ſeaſon was, when the 
foul is in the dark about its own caſe. Ia. l. 10. 
« Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that o- 
* beycth the. voice of his ſervant, that walketh in 


& darkneſs, and hath no light, let him truſt in the 


% name of the Lord, and ſtay upon his God.“ 


Words fail me to exprefs how ſuitable this ſubject } 


was to me, and how reviving and ſtrengthning theſe 


texts were to my languiſhing ſoul. Mr. Haſtie ſtood 


up at the cloſe, and faid, May be ſome poor thing has 
got a meal to day. I was fure I was the perſon. | 
This was a reſarreQion day from my ſpiritual decay, 
and I was enabled to read and hear with pleaſure. | 
O the height, the depth, the length, the breadth of 


the love of Chriſt. which paſſeth knowledge 


O firs, do not hearken to the fuggeſtions of Satan, | 
the allurements of the world, and the corruptions of 


your own hearts; fo as thereby, dreadfully to diſho- 
nour God, and hurt your own fonls ; oppoſing God's 
word, contradicting the dictates of conſcience ; and 
when at any time, you are overtaken, and fall into 
ſuch a difmal caſe; oh do not deſpair, or give way to 
unbelief, for this is to add fin unto fin, and (till more 
provoking; but immediately fly to the blood of 
ſprinkling, that cleanſeth from all fin. O let preci- 
ous youth, precious health, and precious time, be all 
fpent in precious Chriſt's ſervice ; and beware of un- 
neceſſary going to fairs, weddings, or other diverſi- 
ons; for however pleaſant now, they will be bitter 
in time, or, Oh dreadful to think, thro” eternity. 0 
for a life like Chriſt's, who was neither ill employed, 
gor unemployed } | | 
| ] wa 
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I was for the moſt part privileged with health of 
body, till the 24th year of my age; being then ſeized 
with a great cold and cough which brought on con- 
ſequent diſtempers, and was thereby greatly weakned 
and extenuated; I was thought to be preſently dying 
both by others and myſelf; being ſomewhat troubled 
at firſt, I often thought upon Hezekiah's reluctancy 
to dic at God's command; I was helped with ſome 
calmneſs and ſerenity to acquieſce in God's holy will; 
my only ground of comfort was, that Chriſt was 
my huſband, and the new covenant my contract; the 
world, and all things in it bulked very little in mine 


eyes. However, it pleaſed the Lord, in his infinite 


wiſdom, beyond my own and others expectations, to 
recover me a little, but I remained tender and weakly : 


one way the Lord took, to keep me about his hand, 


was to exerciſe me with the rod in ſome ſhape or 


: other. I have always found to ſweet experience, that 


he has more conſulted my wants than wantonneſs, 
continued ſeveral years, in an unhealthy and lan - 
guiſhing ſtate, yet even in this condition, there were 
tome ground of hope given me for my re&overy ; and 
ſome work the Lord was to emplo{me in, under 
this dark exerciſe for ſome months before Slamannan 
ſacrament. In this low caſe I went there, and was 
confirmed that it was my duty to believe, and hope 
2gainſt hope, particularly from a ſcripture Mr. Robe 
cited, Mal. iv. 2. But unto you that fear my name, 
* ſhall the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe with healing 
% under his wings, and ye ſhall go forth, and grow 
** up as calves of the ſtall.” O, I thought that was 
2 ſuitable promiſe for me, for 1 needed both ſoul and 
bodily healing: the only thing in the world I had a 
pleaſure in, and deſired to go forth to, was hearing 
the goſpel. O how much of the accompliſhment of 


that promiſe have I ſeen ſince. At the ſame occaſion, 
upon Monday, Mr, Bonner preached from Luke xvii. 


33s 
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33. Remember Lot's wife;” he obſerved thre * 
things to be remembered concerning her, via. He By 
% mercies, {in and judgment. Her mercy, in havin 3 
* a godly huſband, which is a ſingular favour, than 
« little prized; for many people, it they obtain riche por: 
% and honour, they will match with others, tho prov 
&« little inferior to the devil in wickedneſs; and anc 2 
& ther of her mercies, ſhe was led into God's ſecret theſ, 
« the deſtruction of Sodom being revealed to her vice 
« as allo, to remember her ſin, in looking back: he ing 

% judgment, in becoming a pillar of Salt.“ Thi ** 
text and diſcourſe made a ſtrange impreſſion on me ait. 
and haunted me like a ghoſt wherever I went; Ian —_ 
in a ſtrait how to record, what I met with at thighl;,..c- 
occaſion, which, with ſome other things, was thely...1.. 
ſpring and riſe of a twenty years dark, and ſingulal 1 
exerciſe. I was there powerfully made to believe, tha... 
the Lord would bring me into this corner of th and 
world, where now I am. At night, when I ſtool}. « 
up at the cloſe of the diſcourſe, feeling the preſealMy-+- 

* weakneſs ad my body, the want of health was a ſtrong me 

objection to the believing of future things, but wa ther 
ſilenced by that word, Abraham conſidered not th ſuac 


« deadneſs of his own body, nor that of Sarah's 
« womb, butjudged him faithful that had promiſed,” 


any years, Providence appeared quite contra 
8 wy promiſe ; unbelief ſaid all was dark 


| and improbable; faith ſaid, Grant fo to carnal reaſon, 
| | but read the promiſe, and all is ſure and not impol; 
| 
| 
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| ſible; and beſides, what tended to ſtrengthen and} 
confirm faith and patience, were two ſcriptures which 
haunted me very cloſe, the one in Habak. ii. 3. For 
1 "« the viſion is yet for an appointed time, but at the 


« end it ſhall ſpeak, and not lie, tho? it tarry wait ( 
« for it: becauſe it will ſurely come, it will not tar con 
4 « ry,” The other in Pal. cxlv. 19. He will ful kin, 


« heal 


| « £1 the deſite of them that fear him: he alſo wil 
= „„ | 


— . —— 
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hear their cry, and will fave them :” In this puz- 


thre ivg exerciſe, which obliged me more carefully to read 
Ha be ſcriptares, with other practical books, and found 
* great benefit from both; for I was often tempted to 


call the promiſes deluſions, eſpecially concertiing tem- 


riche poral mercies. I, at that time got two books, which 


„ tho proved very uſeful to me, viz. Mr. Andrew Gray 
d anoſſon the Promiſes, and Mr. John Brown's Life of Faith: 
ecretstheſe I ſay, were means in the Lord's hand to con- 
> heryince me of the great duty and advantage of believ- 
k *. ing the promiſes, as alſo to let me ſee that it was the 


Lord's ordinary way to exerciſe and try his people's 


dn Me faith with croſs providences, before the accompliſh- 


3 Ian ment of the promiſe. This happened twenty years 
at this before I came to this place, and God only knows, 
as e phat kind of exerciſe it has been to me. 

ngular 


Young people, who are fond to have your fortune 
read, come to Chriſt who is the way to the Father, 

and he will let you in to his ſecrets, ſo far as it ſhall 
be for God's glory and your own good. Some time 


E, that 
of ths 
ſtood 


preſeuſſſ before this, when other young people would have 
ſtrongſſ me to join and to get our fortunes read, (as it was 
ut wa then named) I was ſtruck with heſitation, heing per- 
dot th ſuaded it was not a duty to enquire at the oracles of 
_ me devil for God's ſecrets; for if he pleaſed, he could 
niſed, 


tell me himſelf, O what ſhall TI ſay more to encourage 


CONTra» you to come to him: he not only can tell you what 
s dark dark ſteps are in your way, but has promiſed ro go 
reaſon, thro' them with you. O how good a thing is it to 
impol gel acquaintance with him in your youth, and then 
en = he will be ever at your right hand, that you be not 
whic | 


moved; to ſupport you, comfort, protect and direct 


Fot you; ye had better be in a hot furnace of affliction 


at the with him, than in a king's palace without him. 

V Walt O inhabitants of SJamannan! my bowels yern with 
5 bel WW compaſſion towards you, when I reflect on the Lord's 
7111 ful. 


ſo wil 
« heal 


kindneſs in that place, ſo frequenily manifeſted to 
D me. 


-_ 


— - _ 
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me. I have ſometimes thought, has the Lord no | 
ſtr vice for me in this place, where he has done fo 

much for me? O my dear friends, be enfreated to 
Jay to heart ſeriouſly the words I heard your old mi- 
nifter, Mf. Haſtie, preach from. Walk in the light 
% while you have it, left darknefs come upon you.“ 
© how invaluable a blefling is an honeſt faithful goſ- 
pel miniſter ! and thrice happy they who welcome 
Cod's kind meffage of falvation. May you all con- 
ſtantly remember, and keep upon your hearts with 
godly fear and jealoufy that awful, but heart melting 
fentence which Chrift wept over unbelieving Jeru- 


talem, Luke xix. 42. * It thou hadſt known, even 


„thou, at leaſt in this thy day, the things which be- 
<« long unto thy peace, but now they are hid from | 
re thineeyes.” O that God would turn away his an- 
ger in turning us from our ſins. I commend you to 
God, and to the word' of his grace, which is able to 
build you up, and give you an inheritance among(t 
them that are fanCtified by faith that is in Chriſt, 

I return to New Monkland, the place of my birth 
and reſidence about the ſpace of thirty ſix years. 
I was above twenty times examined by the reverend 
Mr. Wiſeman at his yearly examination; O how 
much ſown, and how little reaped | I had not an 
opportunity of attending on our own ſacrament, for 


the reaſons formerly mentioned; however, ſome years 


after, 4hefe impediments were removed, by one of 
our Miniſters helpers, Mr. Scot. I had great ſatiſ- 
faction in hearing him preach, being uſual for him to 
conclude the work in the Sabbath evening. The firſt 
time I heard him preach there, was from 2 Sam, 
xxili. 5. Altho' my houſe be not fo with God: yet 
* he hath made with me an everlaſting covenant, or- 
« dered in all things and ſure: for this is all my fal- 


„es vation, and all my deſire, altho' he make it not 


4 to grow.” He alked if there was any article of 
1 the 
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the new covenant we would have excluded, or any 
more included, or whither we were pleaſed witlf all 
the articles thereof, juſt as they are, to which my heart 
ſaid, Amen, for I never ſaw fuch a beauty and excel- 
leocy in the New-covenant, all my life before; and 
many a time this has been a {weet text to me ſince. 
could relate many other of his texts, but I forbear; 
he exhorted us very much to examine ourſelves, and 
addnced many clear and diſtinguiſhing evidences of 
true grace, Mr. Cullen alſo preached there, who was 
2 rouzing miniſter : I heard him difcourte from Eph. 
i. 7. In whom we have redemption. through his 
* blood.” He gave us nine or ten marks, to know 
if our names were written among the hving in Jeru- 
ſalem: Did you ever undergo the pangs of the 
% new birth? Was you ever brought to ſay, If I 
« die, it ſhall be at God's door, where never any 
t periſhed? Are you lovers of God, and do you 
* evidence it by keeping his commandments? Do 
« you love the brethren, not in word only, but in 
* deed? Are you praying perſons? Are you cru- 
« cifiers of the fleſhAwith the affections and luſts 
* thereof? Are you ſuch as do hunger and thirſt 
« after righteouſneſs,” &c. He offered Chriſt to all 
in the moſt urgent and preſſing manner: I have rea- 
ſon to record it to my ſhame, that I thought it eaſier 
hearing in ſome places than others, becauſe. they 
were not fo preſſing to receive Chriſt; but whea the 
Lord determined me by the power of his grace to 
receive Chriſt, as offered in the goſpel, I was made 
to ſee my folly; but why ſhould I ſay this? how 
much of that folly and wickedneſs remains in me ? 
He is deſpiſed and lightly eſteemed ; I was helped to 
apply ſome of the foregoing marks, eſpecially that one, 
crucifying the fleſh with the affections and laſts there- 
of. Something occuring in providence that day, 
Which verified it; which I ſhall record to encourage 


D 2 young 
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young folk to forſake the ſinful cuſtoms of the day, 
and be tender of the Sabbath. It was a prevailing 
practice among too many of us then, at the diſmiſſion 
of the congregation, in time of the interval, either 
to enter the ale- houſe, or retire in companies toge- 
ther, and ſeldom the turn of converſation, befitting 
the time and occaſion, I thought any day in the 
week might be better ſpent at home than at the 
church, upon Sabbath, according to our practice: 
and when 1 read the Confeſſion of Faith, with Dur- 
ham on the fourth commandment, my uneaſineſs 
increaſed; but being loath to be ſingular, I joined 
ſometimes, but my conſcience always accuſed me; 
however, this very day [ am ſpeaking of, I was de- 
termined to break off from theſe finful cuſtoms, over 
the belly of corruption within, and temptation with- 
out. I went out my alone, and eſſayed to be ſome | 
etherways employed. This I narrate to encourage 
young people to make it their ſtudy to conform their 
hearts and lives, only to the word of God; for I can 
tell you from experience, I had more ſolid ſatisfaction 
that afternoon in hearing and applying theſe marks, 
than of all the alluring ſins and vanities of the 
world. 
vas often refreſhed there, eſpecially at ſacramen- 
tal occaſions, and our miniſter gave us many excel: 
kent rules, and directions, to walk according to our 
rofeſſion, and to have a converſation becoming the 
poſpel. [I ſhall relate a few texts of ſcripture heard 
diſcourſed upon by our miniſter, which were very 
uſcful to me then, and many times ſince : Firſt, in a 
lecture from the xix, Pſalm, where he treated much 
of the ſolid comfort that ariſes to believers from the 
many and precious promiſes contained in that pſalm, 
ſuiting their various exigencies, eſpecially thoſe pro- 
miſes of protection and preſervation from the ſinful | 


cuſtoms of the time, and the errors and deluſions *. 
G 
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the age. I was helped in ſome meaſure to apply for 
Jing myſelf, and has ſeen and felt the accompliſhment 
thereof to my ſweet experience; likewiſe ſome texts 
ther ¶ at ſacramental thankſgivings, as Job xvii. 9. The 
ope- e righteous alſo ſhall hold on his way, and he that 
ting BY « hath clean hands ſhall be ftronger and ſtronger;“ 
the WE this was a ſuitable ſupport for faith, being at that 
the W time much afraid, that tho' I had ſet out in a pro- 
ice: feſſion of religion, I would not perſevere, Another in 
Dur- Rom. xili. 1 3, 14. © Let us walk honeſtly as in the day, 
a not in rioting and drunkenneſs, not in chambering 
ined and wantonneſs, not in ſtrife and envying. But put 
« ye on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and make no provi- 
J fon for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof.” A 

IF third in Eph. v. 15. See that ye walk circumſpectly, 
« not as fools, but as wiſe ; redeeming the time, be- 
e cauſe the days are evil.” And laſtly, Phil. i. 27. 
& Only let your converſation be as becometh the 
% ooſpel.” Theſe preached upon thankſgiving days, 
with many more, all loudly calling to hamility and 
watchfulneſs, which alas! was too little practiſed by 
vs then, or yet, among all ſorts of goſpel hearers. 
O the pains the Lord in his infinite wiſdom hath been 
at with me, by his word and ſpirit, providence and 
conſcience, public and private, enabling me, not only 
to receive Chriſt, but in ſome meaſure to walk in 
him, and that as the accompliſhment of many pro- 
miles, not for any worth in my perſon or performan- 
ces, but all of free and ſovereign grace, O what rea- 
fon have I to lay my hand upon my mouth, and my 
mouth in the duſt, and cry out Unclean, unclean; and 
am like the woman with the bloody iſſue, that de- 
files every thing where 1 go: but he has done, and 
will do, great things for his Name's ſake, his Chriſt 
and promiſe ſake. Tho' I have been a covenant» 
breaker, he is a covenant-keeper, and has kept me 
in his ways as he promiſed me, I deſire to record 
ä 1 this 


Corrie's miniſtry, This was a molt perplexing time 
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this to encourage young people to walk tenderly and char 
eircumſpectly in their youth, and not to have an abili 
empty lamp of a profeſſion, without a practice an- hear 
ſwerable thereto. O to have the life and power of Ml tinu; 
godlineſs. * Godlineſs is profitable unto all things, ing, 
having the promiſe of the life that now is, and that ¶ from 
* which is to come.” Br of t 
I likewiſe heard Mr. Law in Shotts, and was much ¶ on c 
inſtructed and refreſhed by his diſcourſes. I attended 
for the moſt part at the facrament there during Mr. 
Law's miniſtry, with a great deal of (atisfaction. 
Our miniſter, Mr. Wiſeman, died, if I rightly remem- 
ber, in the latter end of the year 1932, a very re- 
markable year to the church, in general, and to me 
in particular, there having been ſome uncomfortable 
ſettlements before, and a proſpect of many more, on 
account of the new revolution of affairs that paſt in that 
memorable year, all which poſſeſſed my mind with | 
fear of ſharing in the diſmal effects of ſome late unhap- 
py tranſactions, and thereby be deprived of a faith- 
ful goſpel miniſtry : the Lord is my witneſs, there 
was nothing under the ſun I eſteemed fo much as the 
goſpel. Mr. Currie was next ſettled miniſter of the 
Monkland, which occaſioned m2 much trouble and 
anxiety of mind; and beſides, what was very affe&t- 
ing and humbling, upon repeated trials, F could reap 
nothing of that ſpiritual advantage and edification 
which I had done formerly. Some may alledge, this 
was only prejudice; I will not pretend to free my 
ſelf of prejudices and corruptions, neither is it a 
Chriſtian practice to make ſevere perſonal reflections, 
far leſs is it my buſineſs, but 1 only barely relate 
this, to illuſtrate the plain reaſons of my leaving Mr. 


to me, and I was ready to think it was the darkeſt 

caſe I ever was in: my body in a very languiſhing 

condition, my mother lately dead, and thereby the 
charge 


* 
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and charge of the houſe committed to me, I neither hack 
ability nor opportunity to hear the goſpel where my 
heart would; but yet a burning hunger for it con- 
tinued. And what was ftill more heavy and afflict- 
ing, to ſee the wounds that my Lord was receiving 
from his denominated friends; how heavy to think 
of the fair profeſſion of friend{hip to Chriſt we made 
uch on communion occaſions, and how few to vindicate 
ded his oppoſed truth and intereſt ! But in this diſtreſſed 
Mr. condition, the Lord, who is always a very preſent help 
ion. in time of need, as he has been many times, made 
em- my extremity his opportunity, gave me the view of 
ſome promiſes to comfort and ſtrengthen me; one 
1 heard preached by Mr. Henderſon of Blantyre, 


able a. xxx. 19. For the people ſhall dwell in Zion at 
on MF Jeruſalem : thou ſhalt weep no more; he will be 
that “ very gracious unto thee, at the voice of thy cry, 
with BW hen he (hall hear it, he hall anſwer thee.” The 
hap- other I got in reading a ſermon of Mr. Erſkine's, 
zith- Wl ſome: time after, which is immediately following, 


WJ verſe 20. being a word of comfort to thoſe under in- 
truſions, or afraid of being deprived of the goſpel. 


f the WI The words are, And tho' the Lord give you the 
and “ bread- of adverſity, and the water of affliction, 
fect- “ yet (hall not thy teachers be removed into a corner 
reap “ any more, but thine eyes ſhall fee thy teachers.” 
ation was helped to grip at the promiſe like a drowning 
this perſon to a rape, and have ſeen much of the accom- 
wy plichment of it ſince. O that my recordiag of this 
it a may be bleſt to others, to truſt ina promiſing God, 


tho' you ſee no probability of the accompliſhment, for 
che leſs of ſenſe, the more room is there for faith. I 


| had nothing but the bare word to hang by, and in- 
time deced it is enough, for as I related before, all external 
rkeſt {Wdilpcnſations of providence ſeemed directly to Oppoſe 
hing WI tbe promiſe. 


y the | - In 
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ln theſpring, the Lord was pleaſed to recover me a 


to be true, It was the Lord's ordinary way with me 


might lay our account to encounter with in this world, . 


fittle from my former languiſhing ſtate, and the flux I 
was ſeized with, and gave me ſome more liberty; I wiſh- 
ed to employ theſe talents for God, I had often heard of 
good reports from Whiteburn, and heard Mr. War- 
drop with great ſatisfaction, and my deſire in- 
creaſed more and more to go there, but it was matter 
of Exerciſe to me, to know whether it was a duty for 
me, conſidering the leaving of the Monkland, my fa- 
ther's unwillingneſs to let me go, my own weakneſs, 
the roughneſs and length of the way. I was helped 
over all theſe difficulties, and got that word, Who 
t art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou 
« ſhalt become a plain.“ 1 thought, Chriſt ſpeaks | 
of the queen of the ſouth, coming from the ntmoſt 8 

arts of the earth, to hear the wiſdom of Solomon, 
and doth not diſcommend her for it; accordiogly I 
fet out for Whiteburn, the firſt fabbath of March, 
1734. It was a true report I had heard, and I may 
fafely ſay, that the half was not told, of what I found 


formerly, that in dark and difficult cafes, he ſent forth 
his ſervants to ſpeak to my preſent exerciſe, as if! 
had made it known to them. I had, at that time, for 
my exerciſe, fear of ſufferings, and Mr. Wardrop that 
day diſcourſed much upon the trials and ſufferings we 


and what was moſt remarkable, the temprer, in m 
firſt journey thither, whiſpered, © You need not be 10 
« public now, for if a day of trial were coming, you 
4 will make leſs din with your religion.” I had, 3 
little before that, read of Satan faying to a man, he 
needed not be fo buſy praiſing God here, for he would 
never win to heaven to praiſe him. The man an- 
fwered, If I ſhall never win to heaven to praiſe God, 
J ſhall praiſe him all I can on earth, I was helped to 


reſiſt the temptation in the ſame manner; for 1 * - 
IU 
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I hall make little noife with my religion in a day of trial, 
I ſhall go out now in a time of peace. Satan is a cun- 

ning adverſary, and loves to fiſh in muddy waters; 

but he is always in a chain, and God has promiſed 
« not to ſuffer us to be tempted above what we are 
in- able to bear, but with the temptation give a way 
to eſcape;” Mr. Wardrop, that day, ſpake ſeaſonably 


1 * to the caſe, diſcourſing on our ſufferings for the cauſe 
y fa- and name of Chriſt, and what a temptation it was to 
neſs, make a Chriſtian turn his back upon him, he faid, If 
Iped “ a Cbriſtian ſhould turn his back in a day of trial 
Who“ from Chriſt, he might ſay to them as a certain ſol · 
thou!“ dier ſaid to his general, who ventured his life ta 
\caks “ fave his, yet afterwards the general was about to 


g llay the ſoldier, who replied, I did not ſo with 

= you, at fuch a battle. So Chrift might ſay to an 
* apoſtatizing believer, I did not ſo with you upon 
mount Calvary,” 1 had a great defire to be at 
Whiteburn before, but when once I had got a taſte, it 
Increaſed my hunger : I wreſtled with many difficul- 
ies, for there was never a day, but Satan and unbelief 
ould have hindered me ſome way or other, but 1 
vas wonderfully helped to ſet forward, and hope a- 
painſt hope, and deſires to bleſs the Lord while I live, 
that eve I went there, for many a ſweet meal I got. 
Some time after this, he preached at St. Lawrence“ 


we 
addy: lacrament, from Pſal. xxx. 7. Lord by thy favour, 
\ my thou baſt made my mountain to ſtand ſtrong, thou 
de ſo f didſt hide thy face and I was troubled ;” he ſpoke 
„ you uch of the changes the Lord's people were liable to, 
12d, 3 ud are daily meeting with; he had two remarkable 


ords of caution and advice; firſt, * however God 
might vary in his diſpenſations towards us, to be- 
Ware of thinking he was changed in his love; the 
| Other 


St. Lawrence is another name of the parith of 
| Slamannan. 
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other was, to beware, when undergoing changes} 
* of concluding we had no grace.” Theſe caution 
have been, and are very uſeful, under the manifold 
changes the Lord has ſeen fit to exerciſe me with, 
both of providence and frames. About this time, Mt. 
Wardrop and Mr, Erſkine in Stirling were both gon: 
to Glendovan ſacrament. I was very defirous to hex 
worthy Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Erfkine's colleague, fab. 
bath being a very dark and foggy morning, I was ina 
great ſtrait what to do, having never been beyond 
Denny church before; however I ventured out, hav. 
ing gone two miles, it darkened greatly, fo that! 
Knew not where I was, halting a little, old Jacob came 
into my mind, when on his journey, how he vowed, 
that if the Lord would be with him, and keep him inf 
his way, the tenth of all he had ſhould be his, I ef. 
fayed to dedicate myſelf, and all that 1 had, or ever| 
4 F{hould have, to be the Lord's; and he promiſed to be 

1 my God, and gave me that promiſe, Ifa. Ali. 10. Fear 
chou not, for I am with thee, be not diſmayed, for| 
I am thy God; 1 will ftrengthen thee, yea, I wil 
„ belp thee, yea, I will uphold thee with the right 
* band of my righteouſneſs.” 80 far as I vaderfiand, | 
it was upon a part of the ground we now poſſeſs; | 
went on my way, the fog cleared immediately, and 
heard Mr, Hamilton in Stirling with great fatisfaCtion 
from Pial. xvi. 8, I have ſet the Lord always before 
* me: becauſe he is at my right-hand, I ſhall not be 
% moved;” he ſaid, © the Lord was ever at the be- 
4 liever's right hand to ſupport him, to comfort, pro. 
i tect and direct. This, with the forementioned 
promiſe, was very ſweet to me, and always the longer 
the ſweeter. O that I conld ſpeak and write to the 
commendation of that good God, who has done fo 
great things for poor unworthy me, and for the 
encouragement of others to truſt a promiſing God, 
and patiently to wait, for is he got a perfot ming on 
1 deine 
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deſire to praiſe him for his tender care of me all a- 


nion ng, but more eſpecially at ſometimes, and this one ig 
wifolW&rticular, when he was calling me to wander like an 
with lin the defart ; 1 deſire to record this, as all his o- 
„Meer ways with me, to the praiſe of his infinite wiſdom, 


bringing me into this ſtrait, and that in the very 
lace, where he was afterwards to bring me, and ex- 
rciſe me with many dark providences. O that I were 
umble for unthankfulneſs to my kind God, for all 
is gifts to me, and for quarreling with him for his 
ngular way of diſpoſing of me. I am his by creation, 
iven to him in baptiſm, and early caft upon his tender 
are. I had been eſſaying ſometimes formerly to de- 
Wote myſelf to him, to be difpoſed of any way he ſaw 
in Poſt for his glory; bur this time was more uſeful to 
Wc, ſince I came to this place, than all thereſt. Next 
Wbbath I went to Stirling, and heard Mr. Erſkine with 
Wir cat pleaſure lecture upon the ixth of John, about 
e man born blind; he ſpoke of the excellency of ſpi- 
itual light, for this poor blind man ſaw more of 
hriſt, than all the learned "Jewiſh ſanhedrim; and 
hat Chriſt could cure diſeaſes by very unlikely means, 
Wor the means he ufed ſeemed more natural to extin- 
uiſh one's eyes, than to open the eyes of one born 
lind; and likewiſe obſerved, that the fear of man 
auſeth a ſnare, and how ready we are to ſhrink in the 
pen confeſſion of God and his cauſe, when it comes 
> the trial, for this man's parents made but a very 
orry confeſſion of Chriſt, notwithſtanding of Chriſt's 
reat Kindneſs and mercy, in reſtoring their ſon's na- 
vral and ſpiritual fight. Oh how chargeable am I, 
nd this generation with that conduct! Afterwards 1 
eard him at Dumfermline preach on Ifa. Ixiv. 
8.“ And all thy children ſhall be taught of the 
Lord,” He ſhewed the analogy between Chriſt 
and a ſchoolmaſter, and mentioned ſome leſſons he 
taught them; and what kind of a maſter he was, 
mY a tender 
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* a tender, meek and loving one, and one who take L u 
great pains on his ſcholars, eſpecially young one or 
« carrying the lambs in his arms, and gently leading," 
* thoſe that are with young; he alſo ſpoke of ſome ol, 
* the means he uſed in teaching: and among other ¶ ſub 
* he wiſely taught with the rod; he ſaid, we need no the 
* fear that croſs which drives us to our Bible and ou, n 
* knees.” This has many times ſince been uſeful tfWfec 
me. I likewiſe heard him preach at Bothkennet the 
from John xi. 11. © Our friend Lazarus ſleepeth, e 
where he treated of the bonds of that union betwe fa 
Chriſt and his members, he obſerved, that it was to t 
& great mercy to have friends to ſend word to ChrilW/}in 
* when we are ſick; and that we needed not doubWMi;:1!, 
* of our relation to him, though in affliction ; f on- 
* he affectionately owns it to ſick friends; and as er 
* merciful and compaſſionate High Prieſt, tenderiWeyi; 
« {ympathizes with his children, and exquiſitely fe Hag. 
* the leaſt touch his members receive :” Saul, Sau ider 
« why perſecuteſt thou me? Nau 
There was no duty I enjoyed greater ſatisfactiq vii 
and pleaſure in, than hearing the goſpel at Whitebun v 
I attended there part of five years, and, for the m { 
part, remember where Mr. Wardrop lectured a ike: 
preached, during that ſpace, when abſent and preſcans t. 
what the weather and company, and above all, f ho 
various trials and exerciſes, and at the ſame time, hoWyſcl 
ſeaſonably and exactly the miniſter was directed Wer. > 
ſpeak to whatever cafe I was in, But to give a parilifſer, > 
cular account of every providence, changes extcri cu; 
and internal, temptations, ſupports, reliefs and 6 dt fo 
couragements, which occurred during that icon 
would, I am afraid, both encroach too much upon 


AS n 
patience of the reader, and perhaps be ſuper fluoſi me, 
only to mention a few, I heard Mr. Wardrop lec as b. 
from Mat. xxth, to the end, and the latter part rip w 

the 


Mark, together with a few cliapters in the * 
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. and wait. O that I with the generation were more 
thankful to God, who graciouſly gives his rich pro- 
miſes, and - faithfully accompliſhes them, and in the 
mean time, not forgetting to be deeply humbled for 


the awful miſimprovemeat of theſe unſpeakable mer · 


cies and invaluable privileges! ; 

Now when the Lord was about to accompliſh his 
promiles, he reſtored me more health and liberty, 
and pur it into my heart to employ theſe.talents for him 
in following the goſpel. At the end of the year 1734, 
the aſpect of providence to me was very dark, winter 
was come, and my kind Father not ſmiling on me as 
formerly, for he was very tender and ſympathizing under 
my affliction, nor did he frown on me on account of a. 


ny unwillingneſs for me to hear the goſpel, but fear off 
bad company, and my weakly conſtitution, and this 


was one of the principal reaſons he gave over the farm- 
iy buſineſs, to allow me eaſe and reſt, and when he 
ſaw I would take none, it vexed him, and grieved me: 
but however many obligations I was under to pleaſe 
and obey my affectionate father, I thought I was till 
under many more to pleaſe and obey my great Lord 
and Maſter, whoſe love is net fooliſh and fond, 
but wiſe and permanent: for he was not only kind 
to me in affliction, but it was love to me that made 
him lay me under the rod: what reafon have I to won 
der at his diſtinguiſhing love, in beftowing ſo many 


words and rods upon the like of me, for tho” he had} 


broke the ſtrength of corruption in a day of power, 
vet there remained an hankering after the fleſh pots of 
Egypt. What reaſon have I to be 
ſinful hand I have had in provoking 


my tranſgreſſions with rods, ard my iniquities with 
ſtripes? and this is an evidence that I have been 1 
or ſtubborn and rebellious creature, For he doth 

* not afflit willingly, nor grieve the children of men.” 
And this, at the ſame time, is one of the ſtrongeſt 
. | | prooks 


mat 
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proofs of his love, for he ſays, Whom he loves he 
« chaſtens. And. it ye be without chaſtiſement, then 
the are ye baſtards, and not fons,” and bleſſed be bis 
4 for name; it is one of the ſweet articles of the new cove- 
met · ¶ nant. What good reaſon have to ſay with the Pſalmiſt, 
« ] know, O Lord, that thy judgments are right, and 
h his © that thou in faithfulneſs haſt aMifted me.“ He 
erty, Wl faid to me in my youth, © He would hedge up my 
- bin Ml «© way with thorns, that 1 ſhould not find the path 
734% (of my lovers.” And he has been as good as his 
inter word. fe | 
I have reaſon to wonder, that I have not been erect- 
ed as a laſting monument of his juſt diſpleaſure, for 
the many dreadful back- looks to the world and other 


W lovers; the heart melting kindneſs of God is aſto- 
1 this {WY niſhiog, that brought me into a wilderneſs of affliction, 
ad there was graciouſly pleaſed to fpeak fo comfort- 


ably to me; O the ſweet fruit he hath eauſed the. 
crabbed tree of the eroſs to yield : Oh that men 
« would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and his 
« wonderful works to the children ef men!“ 

FE till laboured under darkneſs and perplexity of 
mind,. to know what was preſent duty, concerning my 
attendance at Whiteburn, conſidering a variety of 
oppoſing circumſtances, formerly narrated, and yet 
the reſtleſs hunger and tbirſt continuing, which could 
not be ſatisfied at home; in this perplexing ſtate, 
the great Teacher himfelf gave me his divine word 
of promiſe, © They ſhall be all taught of God.” 1 
was helped to plead, that he would teach me by his 
word, Spirit and providence, otherwiſe than any could 
do; this winter I am now ſpeaking of, Mr. Wardrop- 
lectured on the ſufferings of Chriſt, I had often read 
and heard of that ſubje& formerly, but was never 
taught in ſuch a manner before. About that time, 
theſe words in Phil. i; 29. haunted me often, . For 
* unto you it is given on. the behalf of Chriſt, not 
Kenn E A on 
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«*« only to believe on him, but alſo to ſuffer for his 
« fake,” and was helped to plead conformity to him 


in his ſufferings and death : and accordingly, the Lord 
was pleated to aſſign me ſomething of a Chriſt-like 


croſs, as temptations, affſictions, reproaches, and de- tl 
ſertions, &c. But alas! what reaſon have I to be * 
humbled for the want of that faith, love, meekneſs, ere 
patience, ſelf-denial and holy fortitude, which be- had 
cometh the Chriſtian character, and the followers of M23 . 
the Lamb. While I heard theſe lectures upon the Whi 
ſufferings of Chriſt, the Lord, in order to humble me; em 
made me to undergo ſome ſufferings of a fimilar na- NA. 
ture, and fo by this faint reſemblance, inſtructed me thro 
more concerning his divine ſufferings, which tended to F 
make a deeper impreſlion upon me. 4 
It was Mr. Wardrop's uſual way, in prayer, to Fel's 
mention ſeveral cafes of the Lord's people: I remem« er 
ber one morning's prayer in particular, when he ſpoke WF ead 
of fix ſeveral caſes, which; I thought, every one of i Jad 
them exactly expreſſive of my own. * Perhaps ſome and | 
of thy people is in the dark in this wilderneſs, and Lore 
* knows not whither they are going - backward or clay 
forward, O let them ſee where they are; for thou the | 
« ſays, thou leads the blind in a way they know not, WWE 
May be Satan has got ſome of thy people into his the : 
ſieve, and is ſifting them, O let not their faith faik fete 
« Some of thy people are like to be overcome with a with 
body of fin and death; make them to fay in faith, WI*"<* 
« | thank God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. ume 
Perhaps ſome of thy children are aſhamed they mil) 
cannot love Chriſt more. O that thou wouldſt blow {elf 
„ up the ſpark into a flame. Some of thy people MI... © 
«© wiſhesthere were a chink in the clay cage, to let . be 
« the bird of paradiſe get home, O that thou wouldſt . “ 
% direct their hearts in the love of God, and the pa-. ſp 
« tient waiting for his Son Jeſus Chriſt. Perhaps WI, ** 
« ſome of thy children cannot get thee ſerved as the) 2 
ha | ks _ « would nt 


r Bis 
him 
Lord 


Lure riches of thy glory, they may be ſtrengthened by 


thy Spirit ia the inner man, unto all pattence and 


** « long-ſuffering with joyfulneſs.” Each of theſe 
ness. were peculiarly adapted to my circumſtances; for L 
| be. had been a conſiderable time under darkneſs, concern- 


rs of Jing fin and duty; particularly about attending at 


Ber temptations io me, both in an artful and cunning 


* Fay, and in a monſtrous and hideous form, and ſo- 
1 me Mthro' the ſtrength of temptation without, and the- 
ed to power of corruption within, I was like to faint and 


give over; and in the. courfe of my reading of Fla- 
re's works, which Has been a fingularly uſeful books. 


<p o me. The Saturday before that Sabbath, I had 


nem- 
poke 


ne of made me greatly aſhamed for want of love to him, 


ſome and gave me an ardent deſire for love to him. The 
and Lord is my witneſs, T had a deſire to depart from this 
rd or elay cottage to be with himſelf; and with reſpect to 


the laſt caſe, altho' 1 was a little revived, yet many 
times, thro' the infirmities and diſorders of the fleſh, 
the activity of both ſou] and body was cramped and 
fettered in the ſervice of God. was often trouble 


thou 
Not. 
o his 
1 faik 


ith a vith temptations, which eſpecially oppoſed my attend- 
faith, Nance at Whiteburn; if Thad been abſent any ſpace of 
ord, ume thro! neceſſary avocations, as fickneſs in the fa- 


mily, &. he tempter would have addreſſed him- 


they 
J felt thus, ©. You have remained a conſiderable time 


blow 
eople 
o let 


* be abſent, ſick or dead; and. beſides, you will by 
uldſt 


* your ſingularity, expoſe yourſelf as a mock an 
ſpectacle to the world; yea, what is more, by ven- 


e pas 
"bipa "* turing out ſo frequently in the winter ſeaſon, you 
they vill be a ſelf-murderer.” . At other times, I was 
ould WI dempted to be proud of going forward, and that this 

| Ez. was 


<_ 


Whiteburn: and likewiſe, Satan had preſented. his 


read a ſermon therein, on the love of Chriſt, which 


at home, you know not but the miniſter may either 
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* would deſire, being fettered with a frail body of 
&« fleſh and blood. Grant that according to the 
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54 De Menuirs and Spiritual Extroiſey 
was dear goſpel indeed, and again the next thought, 


is 
that it was dearer to Chriſt, ſo that it was almoſt a con- to 
tinued ſtruggle. O how much droſs has the leaſt wind he 
of a temptation diſcovered. Mr. Wardrop was then pr: 
diſcourſing on Peter's denial of his Maſter, he obſerved the 
„% that Peter had too much ſelf-confidence, a diſeaſe tio 
« which the Lord's people are oft ſick of, and that i ex 
& was dangerous to be unnecetfarily in the company ge 
% of bad men, or receive benefits from them, for ma 
« whar can be reaped from them, but you will be th: 
% ſome way infected thereby, or at leaſt you will to 
% have a challenge in the conſcience, for not ſhew-W be 
% in a diſlike at ſuch practices, and their favour aud Cl 


* kindneſs was often purchaſed at the expenſe of re. 
4% ligion.“ He alſo obſerved, that God could and 


«< doth make uſe of ſmall and unthought of means 0 
1 for the converſion of ſinners, and reclaiming hi mi 
« own from their apoſtacy, as the crowing of the ou 
* cock convinced, as a mean, Peter of denying his} th: 
„% Maiter.” He had a word of comfort to heartleſ th: 
miniſters and Chriftians that were grieved, that thei ce 
labours had fo little apparent ſuccels. He faid, © AM to 
4% word might ly like ſeed. under the clod, a long co 
« time, and yet bring forth fruit, for Chriſt's words to 
&< to Peter had a remarkable effect upon him after ¶ da 
« wards;” which encouraged me under my preſent av 
de ſpondency, becauſe of unuſefulneſs, and made mei wa 
eſſay to ſpeak a word for Chriſt, truſting the event pci 
to himſelf. | | of 
| He was a great encourager of people to follow i mc 
-erucified Saviour in ſpite of all oppoſition, and ob. O 
ſerved from Joſeph. of Arimathea's being delivered nc: 
from an evil under che fun, which many rich meat to 
are bound with, he had the world and power to ſerve du 
Chriſt with it; ſo we who have means, time and o be 
ther talents, ſhould uſe our utmoſt influence 10 ſerv! an 


Chriſt with chem, and be uſeful to one another, which 


* 85 


— - 
* 


is an incumbent duty, as well as diligently to attend 
to our own foul's eternal intereſt. About this time 
wind he had a ſiſter died, and the Sabbath © thereafter he 
then preached a moſt fatisfaftory ſermon on death, and 
veil thewed the great advantage, and loſs of godly rela- 
iſeaſe tions, when they were gone, we loſt their upſtirring 
hat ii example, their ſweet company and converſation, to- 
panyll gether with the help of their prayers, but that it was 
„ for matter of unſpeakable comfort to the true believer, 
ill de that be had always his neareſt and beſt friend, Chriſt; 


wil to continue for ever with him, and, altho' the grave 
ſhew be the parting place of friends, yet*the believer had 
ir and Chriſt to go home with him, and from thence took 
of re. ¶ Yoccaſion moſt ſerlouſly to expoſtulate with us to get 
d ande Chrift for our only and never - failing, beloved friend. 
means © the wonderful grace and mercy of God, in deter- 
og bi mining any ſoul to clofe with Chriſt, and till to 
»f the own his relation to his people, notwithſtanding of all 
ag hi the ſinfulneſs that attends them! Mr. Wardrop was 
artleſiſ then lecturing on the reſurrection of Chriſt, and con- 
t then cerning the women that came early in the morning 
, to fee our Lord's ſepulchre, this was ſweet and en- 
a long couraging to me in my wanderings, to think that love 
word to Chriſt prompted theſe women, notwithſtanding of 
- after dangers, and difficulty. They ſaid, * Who ſhall roll 
reſent ll away the fone, yet they always went forward in the 
ade mei way of duty; many times have I found it fo in ex- 
e event perience, when meeting with oppoſition, in the way 


| of preſent duty, being helped to go forward, the 
ollow i mountain of difficulties was immediately rolled away; 
nd ob- © that J could be iaſtrumental to ſtir up a young ge- 


eliverei neration to wreſtle much with God for a heart love 
h meal to Chriſt, and a heart-hatred at all fin, and then all 
to ſerre duties would become more pleafant, and difficulties 
and OI leſs troubleſome; and beſides, what matter of encour- 


to: ſerv! 


agement is it that the hinge and great article of the 
* which 


Quiſtian faith ſtands ſure and immoveable, * tbe 
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reſurrection of Jeſus : bleſſed be his Name that the 
moſt inſurmountable ef all bars are now removed; 
% Mercy and truth, righteouſneſs and peace have 
* mutually kiſſed each other,” to the glory of God; 
and the ſalvation of man; and as a ſure evidence of 
the final diſcharge of that debt, an angel from heaven 
is ſent to-roll away the ſtone, never more to return, 
which made way for another glorious. proof both of 
that and his reſurrection, even his aſcenſion and glori- 
fication, and by his continual intercefſionidiſpenſes and 
communicates by the . promiſed Spirit thoſe divine 
bleſſings of his purchaſe; how encouraging and ſted- 
faſt are the grounds of the Chriſtian faith ! and how 
. unreaſonable and wicked a thing is unbelief! O to 
be taught to rejoice in a riſen Saviour amidſt all theſe 
temptations, croſſes and afflictions, and this body of 
fin and death; for ſeeing the head is out of the grave 
and aſcended, it will not be long till- all the members 
follow alfo. 

I had many times heard the goſpel before, but was 
never ſo preſſed in ſpirit as then, conſtantly to attend, 
getting each caſe fo remarkably ſpoke to at White- 
burn if E refrained: from hearing there, I was afraid 
thereby of provoking the Lord to-leave me in the 
dark; vnbehef had almoſt, and did ſometimes over- 
come me, by propoſing-plaufible objections, eſpecially 
in the ſhort dark and ſtormy days of winter, and my 
appetite for food being very weak, ſo that often I could: 
take little or nothing till L returned in the evening, 
but theſe were bright and clear fan-ſhine days of the 


['! - goſpel, and altho' frequently there was neither day 
nor moon light to convey me home; yet how ſavoury 


and ſoul-refreſting was God's preſence in his holy 
ſanctuary, which abundantly compenſated: the want 


of ſome external accomodations. Fhe miniſter was 


then preaching about Chriſt Veing the Suu of righte- 
auſneſs and light. of the wof:d,, and gave ſome on 


* 
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| marks of thoſe that had got a ſaving ſight of this true 
the ſun, and a word of comfort to thoſe who had got 
<d 3 ¶ ſuch a ſight and longing for clearer views of it, viz. 
ave BW « They that had got a fight of Chriſt by faith, ſhould 
« really fee him as he is, but thou haft ſome dark 
: of Wl trances to paſs before that time, the dark trance of 
ven , deſertion, temptation, affliction and of death.“ 
rn, About this time 1 was in the company of ſome peo- 
ple that were looked upon as heads of wit, who dif- 
ori- ¶ courſed upon the ſubject of aſſurance of fatvation, and 
aſſerted there was no ſuch thing, this troubled me 


vine much, being younger than they, I thought it impru- 
ted- Bl dent to ſ peak ; howeyer I had a fad challenge in my - 
Ho conſcience for ſilence, and that ſo much the more, 
to; there being fome perſons in the company ignorant 
heſe of the principles of religion, who might think, if 
y of WW aſſurance of ſalvation be not attainable, we need be 


at no trouble about it: I went to Whiteburn next 
Sabbath; Mr. Wardrop was lecturing in the begin- 
ning of the iii. chapter of John, where Chriſt preach- 
ed up the neceſſity of regeneration, and Nicodemus 
calling the fame in queſtion, he obſerved, © That 
« perſons might be judged fit to govern church and 
« ſtate, and yet be blind in the fundamentals of Chriſti- 
* anity; thus was it with Nicodemus, the Jewiſh 
* ruler; and that when he oppoſed the truth, Chriſt 
confirmed it by a double aſſeveration, Verily 
** verily I ſay unto thee, except a man be born again 
« he cannot enter into the kingdom of God: from 
hence he obſerved, That when we hear the truth 
« oppoſed, it is our duty to ſtand up for it:“ I was 
more convinced of the falfehood of the former aſler- 
tion; and my culpable baſhfulnefs. Two ſcriptures 
abode in my mind, 2 Pet. i. 10. Wherefore the 
* rather brethren,” give all diligence to make your 
calling and election ſure The other 2 Cor. xiit. 
$. * Examige yourſelves wh ether ye be in the faith: 
« prove. 
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_tended unto them, in ſuch a manner, as to dethrong 


and univerſal one would be more hopeful. 


38 The Memzirs and Spiritual Exerciſes 
P prove your own ſelves; know ye not your o.. 
* ſelves, how that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, except ye 
de reprobates?” I own it is not neceſſary to the 
being of a Chriſtian, to know they are in Chriſt, but 
it is ſo for their comfort and well being. We can- 
not make ſure of health, wealth, friends, or life, 
but God be thanked we are called to make our cal- 
ling and election ſure, and as a certain eyidence of 
this, may we all know what it is by a true faith to 
lay Amen to the bleſſed bargain of the new covenant, 
„ which is well ordered in all, things and ſure.” 
There hath been much contending among ſome 
Chriſtians about the extent of Chriſt's death ; but 
O! that every ane would examine whether it has ex- 


Satan, break the power of corruption, infuſe grace, kg 
and eſtabliſh Chriſt alone as king in the heart; for if 
there were more heart and life reformation, a public 


* 


In the year 1736. I went with two younger bro 
thers to a ſmall farm in the pariſh of Slamannan, be- 
ing always accuſtomed before to plenty in my father's 
hovſe, but now removing to a new dwelling, I was 
afraid that we would not be furniſhed with neceſſaries 
altho' there was no ground for ſuch a fear, bur fit 
that dreadful ſin of WN miſtruſt prevailed, 
and could get no reſt ; but the Sabbath immediately 


\t 1 
after our removal, I went to Whiteburn, and the Wt} 
Lord, who is always a very preſent help in time ohe m 
need, ſent forth his ſervant, who was directed to his 
ſpeak particularly to my caſe, from Luke ii. 10% ir, 
« And the angel faid unto them, Fear not; for be-. ne 
hold, J bring you glad tidiugs of great joy, which. he 
* ſhall be to all people. For unto you is born th W);. 
c day in the, city of David, a Saviour, which Mm: 
& Chriſt the Lord.” All my unbelieving fears and B+ c 
abiections were fully anſwered by that word, fea . ot 


& not 


LY 
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not; for he was particular, not only in mentioning 


ſpiritual, but temporal mercies, ſo that I was made 
the ¶ to wonder, and helped to believe, and have not been 
but Wl diſappointed; for 1 may truly own, to his glory, he 
an · ¶ has performed with his hand what he promiſed in 
life, his word. | | | | WT. 
7 1 have heard it obſerved, that ſometimes the Lord 


gives his people for their exerciſe to doubt of thoſe 
h to truths, he is ab6ut to confirm them more in; and [ 
ant, WH think I have frequently found it is ſo in experience: 
O the pains the Lord has been at with me, firſt „ 
laſt, to remove me from all other refuges, and to caſ 
all my cares and burdens upon him alone. I heard a 
miniſter once ſay, that people ſhould do with their ex- 


rone ¶ periences, as ſome do with receipts they get from phy- 
race, Wicians, they not only uſe them at the preſent time, 
for it but alſo preſerves them till afterwards, when ſome- 


times they are both ſerviceable to themſelves and o- 
chers; what I got that day hath been many times 
ſeful to me ſince ; for I have been oft tendÞþted to 
miſtruſt a promiſing God for temporal mercies, and 
et can there be any thing more unreaſonable ? What 


ublic 


bro: 
n, be / 
ther's 


t ws Wmore ſatisfactory, for quieting all complaints than 
laries, God ſaying, © He that ſpared not his own Son, but 
ur Al Bis delivered him up for us all: how ſhall he not with 
vailed, BF him freely give us ALL THINGS ?” Rom. viii. 32, 
diately WA: this time Mr. Wardrop was lecturing upon the 
od the ch chapter of John, about the woman of Samaria, 
time © lhe mentioned two reaſons why Chriſt returned with 
&cd ois diſciples into Galilee and paſſed thro' Samaria, 


rſt, © it was a quiet place, where his diſciples were 
* nouriſhed and fitted for greater trials, and becauſe 
he had ſouls to bring to himſelf.” I have thought 
this ſometimes applicable to my removing to Sla- 
mannan He obſerved, © That it was ay good to 
come in ſpeaking terms with Chriſt, for the woman 
of Samaria ſpoke very cold-like, when ſhe 9 
a 61 im 5 
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e him a drink of water, yet before he parted with 
„ her, he made her invite all about her, to come unto 
60 him; and that here was encouragement, to be dili 
s gent about our lawful employments, for even then 
* we might get a meeting with Chriſt, and in al de 
companies we may providentially be in, we ſhould of | 
* ſtudy to imitate and learn of Chriſt, to glorify God, 
* and edify one another; for when he met with the 
« woman he ſpiritualized her water, and when hi 
* diſciples came, he ſpiritualized their. bread, 
* and at the coming of the Samaritans, he ſpoke ti 
* their heart, ſo as they believed on him; he alſo ob 
* ſerved, that the Lord withdraws ſometimes: from 
oo his people in a ſovereign way, for he left the Sam 
r rjtans, who were loath to part with him.” 

In that ſame year 1736, I went to the ſacrament 
Dumfermline, under ſome dark exerciſes, my patiend 


for the accompliſhmgnt of God's faithful promilaghlf U 
was ready to fail, becauſe of ſome i interveening conti 9 
diftorg providences, and beſides I had it for an exe Uf 
caſe concerning my father's ſoul's eternal interel vou 
Having obſerved a day for prayer and humiliation, ; T7 


{et out upon Friday, and heard Mr. Thomas Ma 
preach a moſt ſeaſonable ſermon on Saturday fro 
Mat. xv. 25. concerning the woman of Canaan th 
came to Chriſt on account of her daughter, ſaying 
% Lord help me.” Firſt, Chrift anſwered her wil 
filence, and then with a ſeeming denial, ſaying, *4 
js not meet to take the children's bread, and to c 
it to dogs.” . Yet ſtill ſhe perſiſted, and got a got 
'anſwer, and a large commendation of her faith ; hc 
often have l ſeen the out making of that word. 
« ſent his word and healed them?“ The ſame ye 
that ſermon of Mr. Erſkine's, entitled, Dark pr 
dences cleared in due time, was preached, which ll 
been many times uſeful to me, under the varidl 
dark providences the Lord in his adorable providen 


i 
7 
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has ſcen fit to exerciſe me with. O theſe were plea» 
ſant and refreſhing days of the goſpel, which I hope 


_ many can atteſt, there was much livelineſs, and a ſpiritgf 
c n ; prayer and ſupplication, It was truly ſurprizing and 
mall deſireable t ſee the unwearied and conſtant attendance - 
in ag oe people upon all the ordinances and duties of reli- 


gion, which was certainly an evidence and effect of the 
Lord's remarkable countenancing his own ordinances 
and inſtitutions, and accompliſhing his gracious pro- 
miſes. But how juſtly may the church's lamentation 
of old be reſumed! * How is the gold become dim 
« how is the moſt fine gold changed! Thecrown is 
c fallen from our head; wo unto us, that we have 
« ſinned !” It has the appearance of an evening ſea- 
on amidſt all the plenty of external light ; indolence 
and carnal ſecurity is become an univerſal plague : 


_— Oh! what more heavy and dreadful than unfelt ſpi- 
-omile itval judgments. - There is ſome Achan in the camp 
cootalf$-200glt us, O that every one of us would begin at 


dur own heart, and ſearch, 1s 11 I! O that the Lord 
vould pour out a ſpirit of prayer, and ſupplication, 
f mourning and turning upon all ranks, for if mercy 
nd ſpeedy repentance prevent not, the Lord ſeems to 


ay fro e faſt coming upon theſe lands, eſpecially upon this 
aan tu vrch and land, which has been as Capernaum, exalt- 
« ſayin d unto heavenwith privileges; what a aheart-breakin 

er wi hought is ir, that a ſpirit of thankfulneſs, humility 
ng, © nd unity, is at ſo low an ebb! But it is great ground 


comfort to the church and people of God, that the 
ngel of the covenant is yet making continual inter- 


3 * eſſion, and as our great High Prieſt hath his church 
4. - nd people engraven upon the palms of his hands, e- 
ame yer to remember them; yea, upon his heart infinitely 
os pd unchangeably to love them. And though the 
which floods be lifting up their voice, and making a 


mighty noiſe, yet the Lord fits on the floods, 
the Lord fits King for ever. He has ſaid in 
"IP e 
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the evening time it ſhall be light; and when there 
is none ſhut up or left, I the Lord will help.” © 

I went alſo to Mr. Kid's ſacrament in Queensferry, 
where I firſt heard Mr. Wilſon in Perth, who appeared 
to have the cauſe of Chriſt much at heart; he ſaid, 
„ Chriſt would be back again to the heart of Scot- 
fand, he cautioned us much againſt errors and de- 
« luſions, and from extremes on every hand, and fre- 
« quently to read our confeſſions of faith, and larger 
e catechiſm, together with that ſhort, but excellent 
« and comprehenſive ſummary, the ſhorter catechiſm; 
« but above all, feriouſly and conſtanily to peruſe 
« and believe the HOLY SCRIPTURES, the only 
« ſtandard of principle and practice: he exhorted 
«© mach to unity in the truth; he ſaid he did not ex- 
pect a right union in the church, till a thorough 
« reformation took place, and cited Iſa. Iii. 8. Thy 
ic watchmen ſhall lift up the voice, with the voice 
« together ſhall they ſing : for they ſhall ſee eye to 
© eye, when the Lord ſhall bring again Zion.“ 

1 was likewiſe ſometimes at the ſacrament of Tor- 
phichen. I heard Mr. Erſkine in Dumfermline preach 
from Pſal. xxix. 10. The Lord ſitteth upon the 
« floods; yea, the Lord ſitteth King for ever.” A 
text and diſcourſe very happily ſuitiog and encourag- 
ing to me in my down-caſt caſe; as alſo his brother in 
Stirling, from Pſal. Ixxxiv. 9g,——* Look on the face 
« of thine anointed.” He obſerved, ©. That as Chriſt 
„% was anointed above meaſure, fo all the members 
«« of his myſtical body are anointed in ſome meaſure; 
« he ſaid, any of you that have got ſome of this 
« ointment, ay be dropping it on your friends and 
„ neighbours at home, for the devil and his members 
« are not unwilling of their ointment, they drop 
% ſometimes a lie, an oath, or a back-biting tale“. 

I have many times remembred this advice ſince, and 
| thought, O that I could win to ſpend my —_ and 
| „„ p ſpirit, 


* 
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ſpirit, time and talents in God's ſervice, as cheerfully 
as many ſeem to do in the devil's, but had no thoughts 
then of leaving any thing on paper, but the Lord hag 
always been before hand with me: proud unbelief is 
ready to ſay, I would defire to do this and the other 
piece of ſervice to Chriſt, but I am afraid he will not 
accept of it, what is this but to call the God of truth 3 
liar ? for what end is it he gives us ſo many calls and 
warm invitations to come and accept of him, if he 
were not willing to have us and our poor ſervices to 
glorify him ? Mr, Fiſher preached from Hab. ii. 20, 
« Bat the Lord is in his holy temple : let all the earth 
« keep ſilence before him.” He gave ſome marks of 


true love to Chriſt ; he ſaid, if we were true lovers of 


«. Chriſt, it would deeply wound and grieve us to 
« ſee him wounded, if we were not thus affected, it 
& was an evidence we were Gallio's, and indifferent a- 
« bout Chriſt's cauſe and intereſt.” At another time 
1 went to Torphichen, and had it for an exerciſe ſome 
conſiderable time, being under great fears of running 
to ſome dangerous extreme amidſt the then ſhaking 
and diſmal appearances of matters in the church, 
When I went into the church, Mr. Fiſher in Glaſoow 
was ſerving a table, he faid, © Perhaps ſome are afraid 
« of loſing their way in this dark and cloudy day, 
& tho! that be the caſe, be not diſcouraged, for here 
« is. a divine ground and ſupport for faith,” Iſa lv. 
4. *© Behold, I have given him for a witneſs to 
the people, a leader and commander to the peo- 
„ple.“ This was a ſweet ſcripture and relief to 
me, then, and many times fince. I ſometimes 
beard Mr. Bonner in his own church with great ſatiſ- 
faction, particularly once, when lecturing in Zech. 
vi. 9. and downwards, he obſerved, That it was 
«* both our duty and honour to have the caſe of Zion 
« at heart; the men that came from Babylon wereJno 
« loſers at God's hand, for all the toil and expence 

| F 2 | * they 
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* they were at.” I was much impreſt in time of that a4 
lecture, that there would be a reviving of the Lord's le 
work in theſe lands, eſpecially when diſcourſing on P 

theſe words, © Behold the man whoſe name is the 
« BRANCH, he (hall build the temple of the Lord, FE 
« even he ſhall build the temple of the Lord, and ke | 
4 ſhall bear the glory.“ 2 | 
Il wasat the ſacrament in Torphichen another time, % 


and having no miniſter or elder of acquaintance to 4 
apply to for obtaining a token, Satan and unbelief 2 
took the advantage, in order, to make me diſtruſt * 
God, and diſturb my hearing of ſermon, notwithſtand- Hy 
ing the Lord had wonderfully. provided for me for- « f 
merly. I had a fore batile ; faith would fain have be- 6 | 
lieved that the Lord would provide, but carnal _ 
reaſon and unbelief made great reſiſtance to my grip- 1 


ping the promiſe. Mr. Ralph Erſkine preached from load 
Mat. xvii. 20. . © for verily I ſay unto you, if ye 
have faith as a grain of muſtard ſeed, ye ſhall ſay to 
« this mountain, remove hence, and it ſhall remove, for 
% and nothing ſhall be impoflible unto you.” He 


obſerved, ** That true active faith, be it ever fo = 
« ſmall, would remove mountains, be they ever fo 5 
«« great; and ſpake of laying the ſtaff of the promiſe Te 
« on the mountain, by the hand of faith, and be hoy 
„ the mountains of difficulties of whatever nature, « x 
i of however great, they would thence remove.“ It tion 
was a ſeaſonable word, when he ſaid; © That faith man 
« was the eye · ſore of hell,” for I was juſt then feel- wall 
ing to my experience, Satan and unbelief making a od i 
violent ſtruggle to keep me off the promiſe. Necef- we 


ſity obliged me to go home at night: I returned on 
Sabbath morning, and mentioned the circumſtances of 
my caſe to a certain man ; at that ſouth meeting, Mr. 
Mair in Orwel firſt began, and preached from Joel iii. 
21, *© For I will cleanſe their blood, that I have not 
« cleanſed; for the Lord dwelleth in Zion.” It was 
Y | 7 a ſeaſonable 


Ire, 


1th 


eel- 
cef- 
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a ſeaſonable ſubject, for I was much troubled and per- 
plexed at the blood · guilt the church and land had in- 
volved themſelves in, and that of violent intruſions, 
as no Amall part of it; he mentioned various ways 
the land was guilty and defiled with blood, and 
among others, the ſhedding of the blood of 
« the ſaints formerly, and of late, fo many foul-mur- 
« dering intruſions,” And indeed there is reaſon ta 
fear, that the awful prediction of Chriſt, and real ac- 
compliſhment thereof upon the Jews, be our doleful 
doom, and diſmal condition, That upon you may 
“ come all the righteous blood ſhed upon the earth, 
« from the blood of righteous Abel, unto this pre- 
« ſent time.” Mat. xxiii. 35. Oh! that the deep 
conſideration of this, would fuitably affect our hearts 
with a Tenſe of our fins, and by his Spirit and grace 
lead to the precious blood of Jeſus, which we have ſo 
awfully flighted and trampled upon, that alone can 
take away all ſin, Oh! that foundation and cape- 
ſtone ſin of UN BELIEF, is the ruin of this Chriſtian 
land, But leaving this digreſſion, I refolved to con- 
tinue ſtill, and truſt providence once more, when I 
was ſore tempted to doubt, 1 replied to the tempter, If 
I cannot truſt God for acceſs to his table at Torphichen, 
how will 1 truſt him for acceſs into © the ivory Pa- 
© LACES,” I came out from among the congrega- 
tion towards. evening, and immediately found the 

man I ſpoke with in the morning,” ſtanding ready 
waiting to give me a token, My God never yet fail- 
ed me, nor never will. When I went into the church 


/ 


we ſung in the xlvih Pſalm. — — 
She ſhall be brought unto the King, 


in robes with needle wrought ; 
Her fellow-virgins following, 
Hall unto thee te brought, 


F3 
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Dyey.ſball be brought with with gladneſs grvah, fre 
| and mirth on &ery ſide, the 
Into the palace of the King, con 

and there they ſhall abide. | of 

| | ſuff 

Many a daſh my unbelief has got, and this was one: por 

O that I could record it to the honour of my gracious. pre 
and faithful God, and for the encouragement of all o- « | 
thers, that however dark and perplexing the caſe may « x 
be, yet always to truſt a promiſing God, for“ He wil 
6. that truſteth in the Lord, mercy ſhall compaſs him our 
*« about,” Pfal. xxxii. 10. way 
came to Slamannan with my brother at Whit» « q 
funday, only with a deſign to remain ſome ſhort time, « t 
in the harvelt thereafter, having a view of returning «Ky 
to my father, I was deſirous to know what was pre- 4 J. 
feat duty, thinking with myſelf, there ſuould be an gett 
imitation of the children of Iſrael in the wilder neſs, « je 
who. “at the commandment of the Lord, they jour - « g 
„ neyed, and at the commandment of the Lord they ce h 
« reſted,” being deſirous to know the Lord's mind; * 


I was directed only to look up and wait, The Saturday « rx 
immediately thereafter, my father came to pay us a = 
viſit, and not being very well, deſired a bed to reſt a « al 


little, but his ſickneſs increaſed, and continued: only 9 
the ſpace of eight days, and then he departed this mor- 9 
tal lite. J was formerly under ſeveral fears about my * tc 


rather, being afraid the world had too much of his © as 
heart, but had got ſome relief as above related, and * lil 
no when he was apparently dying, the exerciſe was: MW *© {o 
more pungant and affecting. One day, when holding MW Joha 
vp my father's head, hd under deep meditation con- © al 
cerning him, a word in Philemon, ver. 1 5. came with. and 
power. For perhaps he therefore departed for a then 
* {eaſon, that thou, ſhouldeſt receive him for ever.” ut 7 
He ſhewed much calmneſs and tranquility of mind 
vpon his death bed, and expreſled bis hopes in my Ca; 
rev 
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free mercy of God, and that only on account, and for 

the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, and with his dying breath 
commended and adhered to the preſbyterian principles 

of Scotland, and his anceſtors, whoſe father died a 
ſufferer at Bothwel- bridge. I was wonderfully ſup- 

I: ported under this trial, At this time Mr. Wardrap 


us preached ſeveral ſermons from Song ii. 10, 11.“ My 
o- « Beloved ſpake, and ſaid unto me, Riſe up, my love, 
ay « my fair one, and come away: for lo the winter is 


He t paſt, the rain is over and gone.” He compared all 
f our croſſes and affiiftions to winter ſtorms, he ſaid, 
« May be ſome pdor believer is ſaying, I am getting 
« good of all my croſſes, and cares not for wanting 
% them: well, believer, thou perhaps may get thy 
« will, may be thou will never want the croſs all thy 
„ life” He gave us ſome” marks to know if we were 
getting good of the croſs, he ſaid, when good metal 
« js thrown into the furnace it makes it ſofter, but the 
« oftener bad metal is caft into the fire, it grows the 
* harder, fo it is an evidence a Chriſtian reaps advan- 
« tage from his croſſes and trials, when he becomes 
more humble and ſubmiſſive, thinking meanly of 
© himſelf, and honourably of God, juſtifying him in 
« all his ways, believing his wiſdom, goodnefs and 
© love, altho not prefently ſeen ; cheerfully ſubmit- 
ting himſelf to God's holy will.” He cautioned us 
© to beware of ſecurity and ſtupidity under the croſs ; 
« as alſo of murmuring or diſcontent, he ſaid it was 


* ſolid.” Sometime before this, he preached from 
Joha iii. 31, * He that cometh from heaven is aboye 
« all.” He mentioned the ſeveral attributes of God, 
and how he is infinitely “ above all,” in each of 
them; he ſaid, . Poor believer, perhaps thou has loft 
4a near and dear relation, or thy kind- hearted friend 
* now looks towards thee with a ſquint eye, and hath 
+ a ſtep-mother's breath; but up with de | 
« that 


4 like a knot on the back, it did not let the croſs ly | 
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| ** that cometh from heaven, is above all in unchange- 
0 ableneſs, whois the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for 
% ever; thy true friend, that ſticketh cloſer than a 
& brother, one who loves at all times, and is a brother 
4 born for the days of adverſity.” Theſe indeed were 
uſeful advices then, and often ſince, O the grace and 
condeſcenſion of God! both to warn me of trials, and 
arm me for them. Aud now I found to ſweet expe- 
rience, the truth of what the Pſalmiſt ſings in the 
Xxviith Pſalm, ** When my father, and my mother 
« forfake me, then the Lord will take me-up.” For 
in a little after my father's death, ſome difficult caſes 
in providence occured, having neither father nor huſ- 
band to plead my cauſe, but the Lord ſtepped in, 
and fingularly anſwered to the. name of a near kinſman 
and advocate. O how many obligations am I under 
to be well content to be managed any way that will 


moſt glorify him! O! young ones, get Chriſt in your 
youth, and then you will have him for your everlaſt- 
ing Father, your elder Brother, Tutor and Manager, 


Huſband, and your ALL, for time and thro eternity: 


do not fear, he will ay anſwer to his name, be your caſe 
what it will. | 
I went frequently to Whiteburn that winter imme- 
diately following my father's death, but Satan and un- 
belief never ceaſed to proſecute their unwearied de. 
- ſign of keeping me from my food: on ſtormy days, 
when tempted to faint and be diſcouraged, I was help- 
ed to repel the temptation, ſometimes by reflecting on 
the ſuffcrings which our fore-fathers endured when 
following the goſpel, at a great diſtance, in the open 
fields under cloud of night, and at the peril of their 
lives. One time when going thither upon a very 
ſtormy day, when fore haraſſed, I thought this was 
nothing, befides what Chriſt had fuffered for ſinners, 
who came ſwimming in a ſea of his own blood, to pu- 
bliſh this goſpel to them, and paſſing by a loch in my 
Way: 
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way: the tempter ſaid, Well then, will you ven- 


2 e ture in that loch for him?“ But I was helped to 
K reject ſo odious a temptation with abhorrence ; for 
hs as I once heard Mr. Hunter obſerve, when lectur- 
Fo ing upon the vith of the Epheſians, ** Let the temp- 
"4 I © rations of Satan be ever ſo fiery, yet thro* grace, 
* « let them be thrown into the ſea of Chriſt's blood, 

and they will all be effectually quenched,” Mr. 
de Wardrop lectured that day from the beginning of the 
* 2 pter of John ; he had two obſervations, which 
50 were ſeaſonable then, and oft uſeful ſince, viz. That 
* often the wicked are better accommodate than the 
uf. © godly, for the chief prieſts and Phariſees went away 
- L « every one to his own houſe, but the bleſſed Jeſus, 
Bon, * who had no where to lay his head, retired to the 
Jer mount of Olives.” The other was, That we 
wil | © ought to avoid needlefs dangers, and at the ſame 
our i © time, when it was for the glory of God, and good 
voy « of ſouls, we ſhould venture out in ſpite of all hard- 
ber, ſhips and hazards, for Jeſus would not remain all 
5 night in Jeruſalem, which was a neſt of his enemies, 


4. 0 *« yet returned early in the morning to teach the peo» 
« ple,” There were ſome ſcriptures remarkably uſe- 
WY ful to me then, when going to Whiteburn, particular- 
ly Iſa, I. 6. and downwards. I gave my back to 
1 de. tbe ſmiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off 
* the hair: I hid not my face from ſhame and ſpit- 


we * ting. For the Lord God will help me, therefore 
g ” „ ſhall not I be confounded : therefore have I ſet m 


Sa face like a flint, and I know that I ſhall not be a- 
* ſhamed, &c,” Jer. xii, 5. If thou haſt run with 
N= * the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how 
* canſt thou contend with horſes? And if in the 


| ak. * land of peace, wherein thou truſtedſt, they wearied 
3 * thee, then how wilt thou do in the ſwelling of Jor- 
1s po- * dan?” Heb. xii. 4. Ye have not yet reſiſted 


* unto blood, ſtriving againſt fin.” Theſe ſcriptures 
| the 


in m 
aj 
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the Lord made ſingularly uſeful, in humbling. me, 
that ever I (ſhould quarrel with my Lord and Maſter, 
who had. ſuffered. ſo cheerfully for the like of me, as 
alſo to-animate and quicken me to preſs forward in 
preſent duty. I have frequently found an experience 
that when meeting with greateſt difficulties to attend 
public ordinances, theſe were the times, when the 
Lord directed his fervants oft to ſpeak moſt remark» 
ably to me. N I 
| In the year 1737, I was ſtill remaining with my 
two brothers in Slamanan, but now the one being a- 
bout to be married, and the other returned. to our 
deceaſed father's houſe, who was deſirous that I ſhould 
go alongſt with him, however, ſeveral conſiderations 
declined me from being willing to return, yet 1 de 
fared to ſeek the Lord's mind and to wait for light 
from him, who hath ſaid, *©* In all thy ways ackow- 
« ledge him, and he ſhall direct thy paths,” and ac- 
cordingly was not diſappointed. Mr. Wardrop was 
then lecturing on the xi. chapter of John, and from 
that word in the jth verſe. Let us go into. Judea 
% again,” I got my preſent duty cleared up, to re 
turn with my brother; be alfo had an obſervation 
from the 5th and 6th verſes. which hath been many a 
time uſeful unto me in dark caſes. © Now Jeſus 
* loved Martha and her ſiſter and Lazarus. When 
% he had heard therefore that he was ſick; he 
% abode two days till in the ſame place.” he faid, 
« hence we may ſee, that the Lord often delays bis 
« coming, out of love to us.” Surely I may fay 
with Job, * By thy light, I have walked through 
« darkneſs; and thy light hath ſhined upon my paths. 
This xi. of John was a pleaſant chapter to me, out 
of which I got many a ſweet meal, and remarks wol. 
thy the obſervation, paſſing many that might be nam 
ed, I only mention one more; having a fellow- tra- 
veller, that was wont to go a. much greater * 
| of 


an apr 
convei 
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y for the goſpel than 1, my father being now removed 
, by death, and more health and liberty granted me, 
18 1 reſolved to employ theſe talents for God, in follows 
n ing the goſpel, yet it was matter of exerciſe and con- 
-» cern for me to know, whether the Lord was calling 
i} I forit as a duty at my hand, and not Saul-like to ad- 
he venture upon forbidden ſacrifices. I had communicat- 
k- ed my deſign to my comrade, and one day when fitting 

in the church in the morning before public worſhip, 
ny he informed me, that the ſacrament in Abernethy was 
near approaching, and aſked if I was reſolved to go 
there, I replied, I am as yet uncertain; part of the 
lecture that day, were theſe words, Phe maſter 
is come and calleth for thee;” he obſerved, ** there 
* were ſecrets in God's family, which every one was 
not to know; for Martha called her ſiſter ſecret- 
„ly, to go forth and get a meeting with Chriſt.” 
Before the lecture was finiſhed, I was firmly reſolved 
to go there, and told her my intention, and accor- 
dingly we appointed a place of meeting, but miſſed 
each other, however providence conducted me to the 
place, and the Lord was very kind and gracious to 
me there. O that I could relate theſe things to the 
honour of my wiſe and faithful “ Leader and Com- 
*© mander,” and for the encouragement, eſpecially of 
young people, that in all emergencies of life whate - 
ver, you would look and wait on the Lord Jeſus for 
direction and inſtruction, who hath ſaid, *- I am 
„ the light of the world: he that followeth me, 
* ſhall not walk i in darkneſs, but ſhall have the light 
of life.” John viii. 12. It has furniſhed me with 
matter of grief and lamentation, ſometimes to ſee 
perſons very zealous to travel oft and far to ſacra- 
ments, and yet ſo little time ſpent in preparation, or 
an agreeable ſubſequent life and converſation. I have 
converſed with ſome very judicious Chriſtians, in 
the near approach of death and eternity, who bitters 


ly 
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Iy lamented, that communion. guilt lay very heavy on 
their conſcience, and it is to be feared, it will be a 
weighty load upon this generation ere all be done, 
however light and ſlight thoughts we may have of it 


NOW, 


I went alſo to the ſacrament in Kinclaven, and 


came up againſt the faſt day, Mr. Alexander Moncrief 
preached in the afternoon, he ſaid, © Is there any 
« poor thing come here, like the nobleman who heard 
« that Chriſt was come from Judea to Galilee and 
went to him on account of his ſick fon nigh unto 
« death: hath any of you a ſick fon], a ſick family, 
« a ſick corner and country-ſide nigh unto death, 


* come to Chriſt the phyſician with theſe diſeaſes, 


„He hath come from heaven to earth, from the 
« Jewiſh church, to the Gentile church, from the 
«« weſt of Scotland, to the Highlands of Scot- 
„ land.“ Theſe words had a great impreſſion upon 
my mind, and made me think and earneſtly long, that 
ſeeing the Lord in his providence had brought us hi- 
ther, would alſo be very gracious to us in the place 
and come to our country with remarkable power and 
preſence, the place being diſtant and unknown to me, 
I had few acquaintances ; upon Friday after the faſt 
day, and before the ſacrament, I retired to the back 
of a broom-hill alone, and yet truly not alone, for [ 
got liberty to pour out my heart to God, and to 
wreſtle for the Lord's retura to the land, and our 


country ſide. 


The next ſacrament I attended, was at Orwel: 
we that lived in the Monkland laboured under an in- 
convenience, not having then any diſſenting elders or 
Chriſtian Societies, to apply to for lines of recommen- 
dation, my comrade and I had been ſometimes provid- 
ed before by elders and acquaintances that knew us 
but at this time we had none to ſupply us, in this 


caſe, I ſat down to hear the Lord's. mind, Mr. F ** 
; at 


of MAN TON SH un. 5 
that Saturday's evening, diſcourſed on the ſtraits that 
Jacob was in when coming out of P{dan-aram be- 
tween Laban, and the approach of his brother Eſau, 


he obſerved, that in this perplexing ſtate, Jacob's 


« exerciſe was, to plead the promiſe, uſe means, and 
« acknowledge himſelf unworthy of the leaſt of God's 
© mereies.“ I'thought it a remarkable diſcourſe, and 
ſuch an exerciſe very ſuitable to our preſent -circum- 
ſtances, - and ſaw no mean we could uſe, but onl 

make known the caſe plainly to Mr. Fiſher. himſek; 
accordingly we went and told him, he knew he had 


ſeen us at Kinclaven, and aſked who ſupplied us 


there, -and ſaid he would do it at this time, but de- 
ſired us afterwards to get lines from them who were 
perſonally acquainted with us, which is highly ne- 
ceſſary and reaſonable, but the Lord had in this a ſo- 
vereigu hand, and made our extremityhis opportunity; 
thus the Lord, Who is © righteous in all his ways 
e and holy in all his works,” brings his people into 
ſtraits and difficulties to glorify his own name, and 
thereby to tryand exerciſe theirfaith with other graces, 
as alſo to'ſhew them their abſolute impotency, and 
the conſtant neceſſity of an humble dependance on the 
arm of Jehovah alone, but well may I kindly take 
with the challenge, O fool, (low of heart to be- 
« lieve,.” Upon monday's evening Mr, Wilſon inti- - 
mated a faſt to be to morrow, ſome of the reaſons 

thereof were, that we might afffict ourfelves be- 

« fore our God, to ſeek of him a right way,” and- 
to intreat the Lord's countenance and preſence, in 

the obſervation of faſt's through the Land. ' Mr. 

Moncrief diſcourſed on theſe word's Mat. ix. 15. 

„But the days. will come, when the bridegroom 

* ſhall be taken from them, then ſhall they faſt in 
* theſe days.” Mr. Fiſher diſcourſed on the follow- 
ing words, © For I was aſhamed to require of the 
king a band of ſoldiers and horſemen, to help us 
: G againſt 


+ 
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en unto the king, ſaying, the hand of our God is 
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** againſt the enemy in the way, becauſe we had ſpok- 


upon all them for good that ſeek him; but his 
* power and his wrath is againſt all them that for. 
* fake him. So we faſted and beſought our God, 
for this, and he was intreated of us.” Ezra. viii. 


22, 23. This was a memorable and pleaſant day's A 
exerciſe; they came over the firth in a little after, wel, 
and ſeveral faſt days were likewiſe obſerved in this mpcl 
country, and many evidences, that the Lord was in- Ralp 
treated of us at that time. I would deſire to relate | ho 
this to the honour of his name, for his ſingular care POWe 
of his church in general, and me in particular, in ſo Hall co 
diſpoſing of me, who had been ſo long confined by of 
reaſon of bodily infirmities, and care of families, as 1 
to beſtow more health and liberty, and calling me to 2 pee 
that place, and at the ſame time to give me that for ſay 
my exerciſe, to wreſtle with him for his return, juſt « ſpa 
at that juncture when he was about to do it. I re- ſermo 
member to have read of a mark to know, when we for tin 
got a mercy as the anſwer of prayer in joining with 0+ 8 be 
thers, viz. © It was an evidence thereof when we hea 
* are helped to wreſtle for it, juſt at the time, the that t. 
% Lord was about to beſtow it.” But O what reaſon have 
have [ with the generation, to be deeply humbled for * out 
the cold reception he hath met with from us, and Y 
the many heinous provocations to leave and forſake ., War 
us, as alſo to adore his infinite patience, that hat. and 
born ſo long with ſuch an ungrateful, rebellious and tO W 
unbelicving race. A little after, I heard Mr, Erſkine. diſc: 
at Stirling preach from Num. xxiii. 23. Surely then. Lor 
« js o inchantment againſt Jacob, neither is ther: fr on 
« any divination againſt Iſrael, according to this rim. quir 
, jt ſhall be ſaid of Jacob, and of Iſrael, what hat ed a 
« God wrought!” this text and diſcourſe was vel ed to b 
ſupporting and encouraging to me then, and al thoug uſt, | 
I be a poor doubting creature, yet bleſſed be his * bop w 
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- his word the ground of faith remains ſtedfaſt; O to - 
his have faith fixed here, and ſo may ride ſafely at an- 


chor amidſt; the ocean of rempeſts and hurricanes 
: within or without, for although the ſhip may reel 
vii. and ſtagger, yet becauſe Chriſt prays, it cannot ſink, 
| A lecond time I attended at the ſacrament in Or- 
fler. wel, whea ia a very perplexed condition, and under 
this much diſpondency, I there heard a ſermon of Mr 

s in- Ralph Erſkine's, from Rom. iv. 18. Who againſt 
elate! © hope, believed in hope.“ From which I was 
care powerfally helped to hope, and believe in ſpite of 

©. all contradictions; he ſpake of “faith laying ho 

d by © of the promiſe, in a dependance on the veracity 
s aß © of the promiſer; and hope looketh with firm ex- 
+ pzation of all the promiſed good, and that true 
it fer! © faving hope was juſt built upon the gulf of de- 
« ſpair,” Mr. Wilſon preached alſo a very ſeaſonable 
ſermon, from that ſoul-ſtrengthing, and heart-com- 
n wel for ting text, Pſal. xxvii. 14. Wait on the Lord: 
ich o.“ be of good courage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen thine 
n welt beart: wait I ſay on the Lord.“ He obſerved, 
the] chat the church and people of God, even after they 
: have been eſſiying * to ſeek his mind, and to go 
ed for out at his command, may meet with very great diſ- 
— « couragements, and cited Judges xx. 18. and down- 
orſakelſy wards, where the children of Iſrael enquired again 
t pan and again of the Lord concerning their going out 
to war againſt Benjamin, yet they met with very 

« diſcouraging providences, notwithſtanding of the 
Lord's counſel and call, but they did not deſiſt 


bw « from their requeſt, but the more earneſtly en- 
is tim quired of the Lord a third time, and then obtain- 
© bau £9 a compleat victory.“ From which I was help- 


ed to believe, that the Lord's mind to me, was to 
ruſt, hope and wait, and uſe means, mean time 
to reconcile contradidtory providences by the promiſe, 
hoping the Lord in his own good time and way would 


G2 appear 
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appear for my relief; the Lord, b theſe- difficulties, 
was removing all other props and Wee ping off other 
refuges, except himſelf, and his faithful word, he was 
trying and exerciſing faith' and;patience, he knew. he. 
had. greater trials yet to tryſt me unh; I have often 
remembred another text of Mr. Wilſon's, which he 
preached on about that time. Mic. iv. 10. *© Be in 
« pain, and labour to bring forth, O daughter of 
« Zion, like a woman in travail: for now ſhalt thou 
0 go forth out of the city, and thou ſhalt dwell in 
« the field, and thou ſhalt go even to Babylon, there 
& ſhalt thou be delivered: there the Lord ſhall re- 
« deem thee from the hand of thine enemies.“ He 
was directed to ſpeak very ſeaſonably, both to the 
church's caſe, and my private one. 

I was ſometimes greatly tempted to call the promiſes 
deluſions, but in theſe perplexities, the Lord was gra» 
ciouſly pleaſed, ſometimes, to outſhoot Satan by his 
own bow; for I got then ſtronger grips and clearer 


views of the promiſes, I heard Mr. Ralph Er ſkine preach 


at Stirling, on Gen. xlix. 19; Gad, a troop ſhall o- 


« yercome him; but he ſhall overcome at the laſt.“ A 


ſuĩtable ſermon to me, under this condition. He nam - 
ed many troops that roſe up againſt believers, 
whereby they might be brought to a very low ebb, 
like the difciples going to Emmaus, and alſo mentioned 
many ſtronger troops on their ſide, which would make 
them more than conquerors at laſt. There was a 
ſcripture at that time often brought to my mind, Iſa, 
lv. 2. © 1 will go before thee and make the crooked: 
« places ſtraight: I will break in pieces the gates of 
© braſs, and cut in {under the bars of iron?“ One: 
day I went to the ſacrament at Abernethy; 1 had-many 
ſtruggles with Satan and unbelief; but got ſome relief 
from that word; I WILL, which had an impreſs of 
God's omnipotency and veracity, Mr. Wilſon preach- 
ed upon Monday, Gen. xlvi. 3. There are three 

times 
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times I WILL, mentioned in the text. Fear not to 
ec go.down, into Egypt, far I WiLL there make of thee 
« a great nation, I WILL. go down with thee into 
« Egypt, and I WALL alſo ſurely bring thee up a- 
« gain.“ He obſerved, © That the promiſe is the 
« beſt antidote againſt croſs-like and diſcouraging pro- 
« yidences.” I there bought Mr. Ralph Erſkine's 
ſer mon, intitled, A promiſing God, a performing 
God.“ Which was very ſeaſonable food for me then, 
and many times uſeful ſince. At another time hearing 
Mr. Ralph Erſkine preach at Lintoun, when he ſpoke 
to various caſes the Lord's people might be under; 
he ſaid, Perhaps ſome perſon was concluding their 
« caſe to be a wonderful matchleſs one, which was 
« the very ſentiment of my heart; grant it ſo, but 
« here is wonderful matchleſs help. There is none 
« like the God of Jeſnurun, who rideth upon the hea- 
« vens for thy KELP,” Deut. xxxiii. 26, This was 
a ſweet and ſeaſonable word to me then, and bleſſed 
be his holy name, his word continues unalter- 
ably the ſame; it is one of Moſes's dying words to 
Iſrael, to encourage them againſt the many enemies 
and difficulties they had to encounter, and I would 
deſire to leave it as my dying teſtimony, that in all 
perplexities and exigencies whatever, the ſhorteſt, 
ſureſt and eaſieſt method, yea, the only way, is by 
faith to truſt in God, depend upon his promiſe, hang 
about his hand, and patiently wait, leaving all events 
to God. Good reaſon have I to ſay with the Pſalmiſt 
Plal. cxix. 50. | Rs EF 


* This word of thine my comfort is, 
in mine a ffliction: 8 
For in my ſtraits I am reviv'd 
by this thy werd ALONE. 


25 
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It is a chief deſign I have in writing, to leave ſome- 
thing on record of God's mercies, for the encourage- 
ment of others, eſpecially my friends and relations. 


O U who are the furviving children of my eldeſt 
brother, what ſhall I ſay unto you, there was a 
word often recyrred tome when teaching your deceaſed 
brother and ſifters, Acts iti. 6. Silver and gold have! 
none, but ſuch as I have give I thee.” Dear ne- 
phews, providence hath been very kind in nouriſhing 
you, and preferving both father and mother, when all 
my other brethren and fiſter's children were early left 
orphans ; may you then conſider your ſuperior advan- 
tages, and ſuperadded obligations: father and mother 
muſt forſake you ſhortly; it then becomes a queſtion 
of the utmoſt concern and importance, who will 
be your tutor and manager. O that the happy ſolu- 
tion of the queſtion may be, with the Pſalmiſt, Then 
« the Lord will take me up.” Get God in Chriſt for 
your everlaſting Father, and then tho? friends, wealth, 
health, yea, life itſelf forſake yon, yet you have his 
faithful promiſe for it, redoubled, that He will ne- 
« yer, never leave nor forſake you.” O then take him 
at his word now, for the {hortneſs and uncertainty of 
life hath been evidently demonſtrated in the early 
and fudden death of fome of your brothers and ſiſters, 
asalſo two full grown fifters a while ago ſuddenly cut 
off by death, within fix months of each other, a very 
alarming providence ! beſides your brother is now 
gone to eternity; certainly the language of theſe pro- 
vidences to us ſurviving friends, is, Wherefore be ye 
** alſo ready.” There are only two branches of a con- 
fiderable number remaining ; perhaps impartial death 
may ſoon lop you off too. Seriouſly confider then, for 
whatyou are ſpared, ſurely not to- cumber the ground.” 
] hope that ſoul-intereſting queſtion, © What ſhall I do 
to be faved ?” hath coſt you ſome ſerious W 
; | al 
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je- and hath iſſued in that only relief, Believing in the 
« Lord Jeſvs Chriſt;“ if fo, all I ſhall ſay is, * Blef- 
i ſed are ye whoſe God is the Lord.” The mar- 
fiape-relation is made up, and that indiſſolvably fo ; lay 
your account in meeting with trials and temptations 
of various kinds, from ſin, Satan, and the world: but 
tho” it is thro” tribulation we muſt enter the kingdom, 
and in the world we are certainly to have it, yet there 
is a comforting word added, in ME you ſhall have 
„ PEACE :” and ſuch a peace too as paſſes all un- 
« derſtanding.” I would intreat you to be much in 
the exerciſe of prayer, which is juſt the breath of the 
heaven-born ſoul : Pray without ceaſing.” is the di- 
vine direction.“ If you have ſpent no time or 
thought upon the forementioned important queſtion, 
then it is high time to awake out of ſleep. To be 
% without God in the world,” as the ſcripture expreſ- 
ſes it, is a melancholy thought, and to be without him 
thro? eternity is awful beyond comparifon. Oh then, 
„% To-day if ye will hear his graciovs voice. harden 
« not your hearts.” God hath been giving you many 
ſolemn lectures on death and eternity, by the removal 
of brothers and ſiſters, and you have, for a conſiderable 
time enjoyed the means of grace and ſalvation, and ma- 
ny earneſt and heart melting invitations in the word 
and goſpel preſently to cloſe with Chriſt ; and is it 
poſſible you have ſtood out ſo long? We read“ of 
God {wearing in his wrath, that they of old ſhould 
« not enter into his reft, becauſe of unbelief ” This 
is a moſt melancholy conſideration, and ſhould awaken 
your moſt ſerious attention, ** leſt when there is a 
*« promiſe left you of entering into his reſt, any of 
“you ſhould come ſhort of it by unbelief.” He is 
yet graciouſly ſaying, O that he would fay it with 
power (if not already) “ Behold, I ſtand at the door, 
and knock : if any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will ſup with him, 

7 and 


M 


go. he Menoint aud Spiritual Exerciſes 
= « and he with me.” Rev. iii. 20. O therefore im- 


mediately put employment in his hand who has the 
key of the N ** who opens aud none can ſhut.” 


I. hope you will not be offended; for I think I may 2 
venture to ſay, it is love to your precious and immor- 
tal ſouls, that urges me to ſpeak, but alas, what can we 

man ſay or do may God himſelf then ſpeak into your h 

hearts. I would only earneſtly recommend to you, oY 

the conſtant praftice.ot regding daily a portion of the 

holy ſcriptures, with prayer. and cjaculations to God, — 

that he would blos it ig yu, and give you the grand Bs 

New Teſtament promiſe, even his own HOoLYSYIRIT 1 

to open the ſcriptures. and your underſtandings to . 

know the ſcriptures; aud hereby you will perceive I 4 f 

new wonders every day. Long ago, when teaching jy x 
pour deceaſed. brother and: ſiſters, I learned by heart, 8 
Al the Plalm book, which has been of unſpeakable uſe 2 
tome ſince. Satan and my deceitful heart then ob- 1 

jected, that it would be a hard taſk, and an uſeleſs and 2 

unprofitable one; but I deſire to record it for your f ? 

encouragement, that both have been a great miſtake, h 

for many times, when under down: caſting and per- 0 n 

ing fears, the repeating of ſome of theſe, through we 


God's bleſſing, has ſtrengthened faith, and encouraged © _ - 
hope, or when in ſolitude, has much helped to baniſh uw 
vain thoughts, and unprofitable meditations. O it is 


a noble armour ! Good reaſon have 1 to ſay with the 'P C 
Pſalmiſt, Pſal. cxix. 72. * The law of thy mouth is oo 
te better unto me, than thouſands of gold and filver.” 1 ö 


O then, read, believe, and meditate on the holy ſerip- 
tures, Now I commend you and your ſeed to God 1 0 
and the word of his grace. 


IN 


to join in an open teſtimony, yet I have frequently 


N the winter of the year 1738, Mr. Wardrop lectur- 
ed through the 1 4th, 1 5th, 16th, and 17th chaps 
ters of John. I had got theſe chapters formerly by 
heart, and many times had great pleaſure in meditat- 
ing on them; and now they had a freſu guſt and re- 
liſh ; I alſo heard him lecture on ſeveral chapters it 
the beginning of the Acts of the apoſtles, concerning 
the erection ot the New. Neſiament church, which had 
a great influence upon me, to leave the eſtabliſned 
church, and join the ſeceſſion, and convinced me of 
the righteoulneſs of that cavſe-in' the main, though 
alas! there has been too much truth in what Mr: 
Wardrop obſerved, That there is more of the high 
« fails of a profeſſion, than the balancing of humili- 
«& ty,” And although he did not think it his duty 


heard him encourage others to turn their backs upon 
intruders, illuſtrating; it by the compariſon of Boaz 
commanding, and intreating Ruth, to abide 
faſt by his maidens, ſo he, as Chriſt's meſſenger, 
charged us to abide by Chriſt's honeſt, faithful ſent 
ſervants, and he would direct them in their ſtudies and 
diſcourſes, to ſpeak. a word in ſeaſon to our various 
caſes, It was matter of great concern to give up with 
hearing Mr. Wardrop; for he was ſtill helped to 
ſpeak to my particular cafe, yet upon frequent delibe- 
rate conſideration and prayer, reflecting that I had not 
only falyation- work, but. alſo generation - work. 
And as it is obſerved, when any — is 
oppoſed, or practice unobſerved, or any point 
thereof let ſlip, or left neglected, lying open to the 
* mercy of enemies; and as it highly becomes every: 
* loyal ſubje& carefully and faithfully ro obey the 
* laws of his ſovereign, and every valiant ſoldier the 
% commands and inſtructions of his general, and that 
* of an affectionate ſon the injunctions and 
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* of his father. So how much more does it become 
« every true-hearted Chriſtian, according to the 
& meaſure of light given him, carefully to obſerve and 
&* faithfully obey al the laws, ordinances, and inſtitu- 
tions of Chriſt's appointment in his word; for he 
% who has all theſe characters united in him at once, 
« preſently views, and that not as an indifferent ſpec- 
** tator, how each act in their reſpective ſteward ſhips 
committed to them in this lower vineyard, and 
« will at laſt aſſuredly come, and call every one be- 
* fore his impartial tribunal, and as the ſupreme 


judge, paſs a juſt and irreverſible ſentence of abſo- 


« lution or condemnation.” - 
The ſabſtance of theſe conſiderations wanted not 


their weight with me, being convinced it was a duty 


to witneſs for God, when he calleth for it; and durſt 
not ſay but that was his mind to me then. O that it 


had been with more true zeal, fixed deep in humility 


and ſelf-denial, with a more ſingle eye to the glory 
of God, and more of a Chifſt-like ſpirit.! The laſt 
Sabbath I was at Whiteburn, Mr. Wardrop lectured 
upon the xiiich chapter of the Acts, from the 36. verſe, 
« For David, after he had ſerved his own generation 
* by the will of God, fell on ſleep.” He obſerved, 
That we have not only falvation-work, but gene- 
© ration-work ;” and exhorted each to be uſeful in 


1 their generations, which I was helped to apply for 


myſelf, as the Lord's mind confirming me in my for- 
mer thoughts, and by deprees and various means 
cleared up my preſent duty: bat as the proverb is, 


many good nights is loath away.” It was very 


trkſome to leave Whitcburn, where I had pot many 


2 ſweet meal. About that time, I heard Mr. John 


Hunter preach at Forreſtburn, with great ſatisfaction. 
He was a burning and a ſhining light for a ſeaſon, but 


was ſuddenly carried off to ſhine more bright in the 


regions above. Now I have done with an account of 
Whiteburn 


- 
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Whiteburn and Mr. Wardrop, but I deſire to bleſs the 


e Lord fo long as I live, that ever I ſaw either of them, 
e and deſires to praiſ@him for his wonderful love to m 
d and care of me all along, ever ſince I had a being, but 
Q- more eſpecially at ſome critical junctures and periods of 
* 


my life. He hath always made my extremity his oppor- 
e, tunity. I enjoyed there five years of the moſt pleaſant 
hearing, and amongſt the moſt agreeable and attentive 
ps hearers of the goſpel, Many of them came from 
ad Lanerk, Linton, Biggar, Carnwath, and other places. 


e- O that my recording theſe paſſages may be bleſt for 
NC the encouragement of ſuch as are in dark caſes, © To 
ſo- « look to the Lord for the ſingle eye which is full of 

&« light, and who hath promiſed to lead the blind by 
ot 


e a way they know not, and in paths they have not 
y c known. 1 will make darkneſs light before them, 
and crooked things ſtraight, theſe things will I do 

« unto them and not forfake them.” Iſa. xlii. 16. 

In the year 1740, I went a ſecond time from Faſter 
ry Glentore, the place of my birth, with my youngeſt 
aſt brother, to the ſame houſe and farm we had before, 
red in Slamanan, where we lived together for the ſpace 


rle, of ſix years, in conſtant friendſhip and ſweet harmo- 
10n ny. | 

ed, 1 then enjoyed more health, outward freedom and 
ne. liberty, peace and tranquillity, but alas! full of inward 
nn diſeaſes, much plagued with carnality and deadneſs. 
La heard a miniſter obſerve, ©* That ſometimes when 
or- 


* the devil lets the believer alone with his temptati- 
* ons, Chriſt more remarkably withdraws the influ- 
* ences of his grace and Spirit.” And Flavel relates, 
that ne read of a people that were perſecuted for 
reading the ſcriĩptures, and the more ardently did their 
hearts hurn for them, but having got their liberty, 
their fhrmer zeal began quickly to languiſh and decay. 
My caſe then had too near a reſemblance therzgf, and 
I am afraid, perhaps it might be ſo with ſome others. 


We 
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| We profeſſed a wanmzea} for goſpel· ordinances, aud to 37 
de vwitneſſes for the cauſe and teſtimony of Jeſus, dut W and 
alas l though our w¼ rds were hõοοd, there were too 4 
15 many rotten hear ted profeſſors among us. The Lord Th! 
indeed wrought a very wonderful deliverance for us, gav. 
vrhen apparently under the feet and yoke of our ſpi- W and 
ritual oppreſſors, but how ſoon! 'Hrael-like, „have in a 
<4 e forgotten his mighty works unthankfully * caſt 
And though we all profeſſed to diſclaim pride and ſelft, v 
yet how much of it is prevaihing! which hath pro- G 
voked the Lord in his holy ſovereignty To divide feco 
« us in his anger, and to hide his face in a great ably 
c meaſure.” But O that every one of us would blunt in 1 
the edge of our complaint agaiĩnſt ourſelves, and praiſe © now 
- him that the caſe is not worſe, conſidering what we © fc 
juſtly deferve : It is of the Lord's mercies, we are chi! 
4 not conſumed.“ And it is becauſe he is the un- © ther 
changeable God, who divinely declares; I am the © but 
e not: therefore ye ſons of Jacob arc ¶ I co 


o l 
. 

 P\Q 

: 

T 


4% Lord, I chang 
«© not confumed.“ Lord 

At that time I frequently went to Craigmailling and in hi 
heard Mr. Clerkſon, who was ſometimes directed to man 
ſpeak very ſeaſonably to me, particularly then, when hold 
under the forementioned caſe; at one time in ſpeał · ¶ prob 
ing to various caſes or exerciſes, he ſaid, Poor B 
« doubting and down caſt Chriſtian; what is thy caſe? © 81ve! 
« Is it a deſperate caſe, a dead and withered caſe? iſ tle tc 
« Well, whatever it be, put it into the great Advo - palla 
«© cate's hand, who never loſt a plea that ever was Preh 
% committed to him It was a very ſuitable word, will! 
for Satan and unbelief vigorouſly exerted themſelves, hand 
to make me call all the promiſes deluſions, but I v for t| 
helped to reſiſt them, by putting the caſe into the Ad- their 
vocate's hand, to be managed as he faw moſt for his 
glory and my good, and thereby wan to much compo- 
fore of mind. A another time, when under the like 


dead caſe, I heard him lecture at Cambuſnethen on * 
37 
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47th chapter of Ezekiel, concerning the dry bones; 
and at the ſame time preached from Ezckiel xIvii. g. 
« Andevery thing ſhall live, whither the river cometh.” 
This was a ſtrengthening anda refreſhing word, which 
gave me ground of hope and relief, both for the church 
and myſelf, O the ſweet repoſe that is to be found 
in all dead and perplcxing caſes whatever, by faith to 
y?” Wl caſt ourſelves into the arms of a living Jeſus, © Who 
ſelf,  ** was dead, and is alive, and liveth for evermore.” 
pro- God, by his providence, having conducted me a 
vide ſecond time to Slamanan, where he had been remark- 
reat | ably kind to me at ſacramental occaſions, which bred 
lunt in me a deſire to do ſome ſervice in that place, and 
raiſe now, © He who fulfilleth the deſire of the longing 
t we I © ſoul,” directed me, to call in ſome neighbouring 
e are children, to teach them to read, when guiding my bro- 
un · ther's houſe; God only knows what was his deſign, 
a the but J enjoyed much pleaſure and ſatisfaction therein. 
b are I continued there the ſpace of ſix years, and then the 
Lord in his holy providence brought me to this place, 
g and in his own ſet time and way, as the accompliſhment of 
ed to many promiſes I had long before been made to take 
hen hold of, notwithſtanding of a continued ſeries of im- 
peak- probabilities which oppoſed the fulfillment of them. 
Poor But as this was a long and dark exerciſe, and having 
caſe? given ſome hints of it before“, I ſhall therefore, a lit- 


caſe? tle to illuſtrate this, with the foregoing and following 
Advo- paſſages, endeavour to give as true, plain and com- 
r wall prehenſive an account thereof, as my weak capacity 
word, 


will allow, with a deſire of hp the divine 
hand of providence managing the whole matter, and 


ſelves, 
for the encouragement of all young perſons to give up 


I was 


ne Ad their 2 to Chriſt, and put a blank in his hand, 
for his to diſpoſe of them foul and body, lot and life, as he 
ompo. ſces moſt for the glory of his great name; and if he is 
he like pleaſed to meaſure out to any of you, fome peculiar 
on the | H | exerciſes 


37th * Page 35. 


6 The Memoirs and Spiritual Exerciſes 
exerciſes, come immediately to God with it for grace 
to carry Chriſtianly. Believe, hope, and patiently wait, 


always © judging God faithful that hath promil- 


* ed.” | 


I have already narrated, a few hints of a continued 
and lingular exerciſe, which had its ſpring and rife in 


the year 1726 and continued till 1746. About the 


year 1724, 1 was ſeized with ſome diſtempers, which 
threatened to iſſue in a dangerous conſumption, and 
concluded-myſelf to be in a dying condition; however 
it pleaſed the Lord to revive me a little, and at the 
ſame time, gave me promiſes of my recovery, and of 
ſome work he was to put into my hand, in this corner of 
the world, where now I am, which were brought up- 
on my mind then with ſuch power, as I was enabled 
to believe theſe promiſes would be accompliſhed, or 
conclude that God was neither able nor faithful, which 
1 durſt not do; and being tempted ſometimes to doubt, 
ſaying, © Doth his promiſe fail for evermore ?” 1 


was by degrees from time to time more confirmed of 


the truth and certaiaty thereof by God's word. 
Sometimes afterwards, when paſſing through this 
place of the country where now I am, Abraham's ſo- 
journing in the land of promiſe, where he had no ha- 
bitation therein, was brought to my mind; and being 
tempted not only to diſtruſt the promiſe, but alſo fu- 
ture temporal proviſion in this place; I was then re- 
buked with that word, Pſal. cvi. 24.“ Yea, they de- 
a ſpiſed the pleaſant land, they believed not his word.” 
Thus I was. exerciſed for the ſpace of twelve years, 
while there was not. the leaſt appearance in providence 
of the accompliſhment of God's promiſes ; till in the 
vear 1738, he who is now my Huſband ſpoke to me, 
and at length matters were almoſt brought to a peri- 
od, and every thing in providence ſeemed jointly to 


- conſpire, and ſpeak forth the near approach of God“ 
faithful promiſes being fulfilled; But as I had in for- 
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mer caſes, applied to the Lord for light and direction, 
and was not diſappointed, ſo now in. this very impor- 
tant matter, though the favourable aſpect of affairs 
ſeemed to dictate my preſent duty, yet judging provi- 
dence not to be the rule of duty, I was helped to in- 
in quire at the Lord in his word and ordinances, and 
the found it more and more cleared up therefrom, to be 
my preſent duty to wait, In the year 1740, he was 
and married to another. Now when the Son of, the promile 

ver was ſeemingly ſacrificed, theſe promiſes, I ſay, of my 
the coming to this place, which I was made as really be- 

lieve, as thoſe relating to an eternity, they being both 
r of Ill ſettled upon the ſame foundation, fo that if the one 
up. failed, fo muſt the other; this I may truly ſay was a 
perplexing caſe, but the Lord graciouſly ſtepped in 
for my relief, when ready to queſtion. ** Hath the 
hich Lord forgotten to be gracious?” &c. And gave me 
renewed confirmations of faith in former promiſes, 
which: gave me many errands-to a throne of grace, 
ed of W that if the Lord had any ſervice for me in this 
place, let him take his own time and way of bringing 
this me to it, and though the Lord ſeemed * to (lay me 
's ſo- „ in this reſpect, yet I was helped to truſt in him,” 
o ha- ¶ and reſign all up to the divine diſpoſal and manage-" 
being ment, and alſo got many comfortable ſcriptures, firſt 
ſo fu- WW and laſt, ſuiting always the preſent exigency, both of 
en Te ¶ confirmation, conſolation and admonition. And the 
ey de. ¶ more that providence appeared to counteract the pro- 
miſe, and all arguments from carnal ſenſe and reaſon 


H 2 quite 


* Num, xiv. 29. Ezek. vi. 9. Dan. xi. 35. Deut. xxxiii. 
26. Judges xx. 18,----28, 1 Kings 1, 17, 1Chron. xix, 10. 
Plal. XXv. 9. Pfal. xxvn. 14. Pſal. xcvii. 2. Pal, cxlv. 
19. Iſa. Xl. 11. Iſa. xlu. 16. Iſa. xlv. 2. Micah iv. 10. 
Micah vii. 9. Hab. ii. 3. Mal. iv. 2, Mat. xv. 25. Luke 


xvü. 32, John Xi. 40. ARS i. 6, 7. Rom. iv. 18. 2 Pet. ii. 
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quite overturned, then the more the Lord in this ex- 
tremity ſtirred me up to believe, hope and wait, by 
holding out his faithful word of promiſe, and there- 
by gave me renewed confirmations of faith, and not- 


. withſtanding of all contradicting external diſpenſati- 


ons, through God's prace, I reached much compoſure 
of mind, and ſubmitlion to God's'will for the time and 
manner of fulfilling his promiſes. 

In the ſpring of the year 1745, the diſſolution of 
ſaid marriage took place; and at length, when the 
Lord's own appointed time to accomplith his promiſes 
drew nigh, he brought me to this place, the. 3d of 
June 1746*, through along train of peculiar, and 
trying circumftances, and for holy and wiſe ends 
known to himſelf, Having given a general account of 
this peculiar exerciſe, I ſhall ſay little more anent- it, 
having wrote at a conſiderable length upon this ſub- 
ject ellewhere+. | 

I was, and perhaps may be reproached for being un- 
der the influence of a ſpirit of deluſion in this matter, 
good -reaſon have I indeed to ſubmit to the charge, 
and accept of the challenge, as it comes from the hand 
of God, being often tempted to diſtruſt his promiſes, 
and call them deluſions, eſpecially theſe relating to 
temporal mercies t; yet Blefled be the Lord, _ 

| 46 A 


* Fxod, xii, 41. And it came to paſs, at the end of the 
four hundred and thirty years, even the ſelf- ſame day it 
came to pals, that all the hoſts of the Lord went out from 


the land of Egypt. | 


+ The author hath wrote the whole hiſtory and particu- 
lar circumſtances thereof, in a ſeparate piece for her own 
18 and uſe, which ſhe did not incline to be pu- 
bliſhed. 


4 Agreeable to the author's exerciſe and experience is 
among many others, the judgment of Dr, Owen, Expol. 
on Heb, Vol. 4th, page 51. The 
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« hath given all that he promiſed ; there hath not 
failed one word of all his good promiſe.” 1 Kings 
viii. 56, But it is now vpwards of thirty years ſince 
this exerciſe began ; I formerly did, and {till look up- 
on it, rather as an evidence of the Lord's ſingular 
care of me, and the accompliſhment of many promiſes . 
he cauſed me take hold of in my youth, and that he in 
his holy ſovereign wiſdom, who can do nothing wrong, 
carved out this trial of faith, for his own glory, for 
holy and wiſe ends and purpoſes, beſt known to him- 
ſelf, if I miſtake not, by it he hath been doing ſeveral 


H 3 things 


The belief of promiſes for temporal mercies is an emi- 
nent trial of faith; too many deceive themſelves with a 
preſumption of faith in the promiſes of God for ſpiritual 
and eternal things; but if they are brought into any trial 
as unto things temporal, they know not what belongs to 
the life of faith, nor how to truſt to God in a due man- 
ner, | 

As alſo of Mr. Andrew Gray, Great and Precious Pro- 
miſes, Ser. 1ſt, There are ſome promiſes extraordinary, 
others common, extraordinary promiſes are thoſe that are 
given to ſome particular believers. Promiſes are either 
temporal or ſpiritual, -------- We would have you to con- 
ſider, that it is more eaſy for a Chriſtian to believe ſpiri- 
tual promiſes than temporal ones; for when a Chriſtian is 
reduced into a ſtrait, ſo that he can fee no out-gate at pre- 
ſent, ſenſe and reaſon ſtands upon the top of his faith, and 

reſſeth him to deſpair, ------- The temptations to miſbe- 

love temporal promiſes, are more ſuitable and co-natural 
to a Chriſtian, more conſonant” to fleſh and blood, than 
temptations which aſſault him in reſting upon the ſpiritual 
promiſes,----And beſides, a Chriſtian is often, ſo affright- 
ed by his. daily failings, or perhaps groſs out-breakings, 
that though he may through grace believe promiſes for his 
eternal ſalvation, yet he may be ſadly diſtruſtful of any 
particular promiſe for the preſent exigent ; knowing that 
though The Lord pardons his peoples iniquities, yet he may 
take vengeance on their inventions. There are many who 
think, that there is no uſe for faith, except for ſalvation 
and things aboye. 


\ 
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things at once; viz. Correcting for ſin, exerciſing 
grace, conforming me, as he promifed to my Lord and 
Maſter, and let me through many chambers of image- 
ry and abominations in my heart, and above all, in- 
ſtructing me, who, alas ! hath been a very dull ſcho- 
lar, ſomething into the nature, uſe and abfolute ne- 


ceſſity, of that divine and excellent LI EE oF FAITH, 


Now, young people, a chief defign I had in relat- 
ing the foregoing pafſage is for your encouragement, 
wholly to reſign yourſelves to God's wiſe condv& and 
management in all the periods of your life, and èſpe- 
cially of marriage, that being one of the moſt critical 
and important changes of life, much depending upon 
it; beware of too fudden}y plucking unripe fruit off 
the tree of common providence, for if fo it will not 
fail to ſet your teeth on edge, O the great need of 
conſtant faith, both in temporal and eternal things ! 
For in ſome periods of the Chriftian life, there is in 
God's providential conduct of matters, ſuch a ſeeming 
oppofirion and inconſiſtency between his providences, 
commands and promiſes, as nothing but faith bowing 
the ſoul to the holy fovereignty of God can reconcile : 
and when faith is fixed upon the divine Omnipotency 
and veracity of God engaged in his word of promiſe, 
no diſtance of time, however long, or difficulties and 
inconſiſtencies, however great in the way of the ac- 
compliſhment, can weaken or diſturb its reſt and 
calm. | 


O W, dear friends, children of my eldeſt ſiſter, 
before I conclude this remarkable period of my 


finning life, let me ſpeak a few words to you, who in 


the adorable providence of God, met fo foon with a- 
lar ming trials, in the early death of your mother, and 
a little after, the ſodden death of your father, the 
conſideration of the lame man from his mother womb, 

| 10 


F MARION SHAW 9 1 
in the 3d chapter of the Acts, was a mean, at that 
time, to make me ſubmit to that awful diſpenſation of - 
providence, as viewing a ſovereign God, meaſuring 

out what croſſes and trials, to whom, and when he 
pleaſes. We have reaſon to be examining what im- 
provement we have been making of providences, 
means of grace, and other talents the Lord hath con- 
ferred on us, when fathers and mothers with many o- 
ther near and dear relations are now gone off this ſtage . 
into eternity. I was witneſs to ſee molt part of you 


| baptized with water, and was ſomewhat concerned, 


that ye might receive the inward grace, ſignified- by 
the outward ſign; I have often remembred part of a 
diſcourſe Mr. Wardrop had at the baptiſm of ſome 
children; may the Lord bleſs it to you, or any of my 
poor weak endeavours ; he faid, * Two elements are 
« concerned in baptiſm, the one with fire, the other 
te with water;” and gave us ſome marks to know 
whether we had received the baptiſm of fire. It 
« js a natural property of water to gravitate and run 
« downward, if we had got no other baptiſm, our 
« hearts would be carnal and earthly. But it is ſome of 
% the natural properties of fire to fly upward, produce 
« heat, and emit light; ſo if the Holy Ghoſt hath” 
© baptized you with fire the bent of your affections 
« will be ſet on things above, your hearts warmed 
« with ardent love to Chriſt, in ſome meaſure enlight- 


ned in the knowledge of Chriſt yourſelves, and your 


© earneſt deſire and endeavour that all around you 
“ ſhould be enlightned, and ſhare of the ſame ſpirit- 
% val privileges.” What I would be at is, to adviſe 
you reverently to acknowledge God for your life and 
all ather enjoyments, and wholly ſurrender yourſelves 
and families to be managed any way he ſees moſt for 
his glory and your good: be anxious for nothing to 
yourſelves and families but union to Chriſt and com- 
munion with him; for he ſays, Be careful in no- 

— thing 
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& thing, but in every thing by prayer and ſupplicati- 
© on, make your requeſts known unto God.” And 
caſting all your care upon him, believing he careth 
for you. There is a ſcripture in Iſa. ix. 6. For 
« unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, and 


te the government ſhall be upon his ſhoulder : and his 
0 


b # 
* 


c LOR, THE MIGHTY GOD, THE. EVERLAST- 
© ING FATHER, THE PRINCE OF PEACE.” This 
was a {weet ſcripture to me in my youth, and is the 
ſame yet; many things that hath promiſed me ſatiſ- 
faction, hath fruſtrated my expectation, but the word 
of divine promiſe hath not, nor ſhall fal, although the 
ſweet relich thereof may ſometimes be almoſt gone. O 
meditate much, and pray for faith's view and eſteem of 
this CHILD born unto us, whois the Ancient of days. 
Wonder much at the love of God, in giving his only 
begorten Sox to and for ſuch vile ſinners as we are. 
O beware of murmuring at any of God's diſpenſati- 
ons of. providence, however dark and croſs they may 
appear to your carnal reaſon : the government is upon 
his ſhoulder, who can do nothing wrong; he is a 
WoNnDERFUL Perſon, wonderful in all his names, 
natures, offices and ſweet relations, yea, an unfathom- 
able myſtery. of wonders, which. an eternity will not 
unfold. CoUNSELLOR, O be much about his hand 
ſeeking counſel from him, and in all your ways ac- 
knowled ging him, and he fhall direct your ſteps. 
THE MIGHTY. Gon, to ſave to the uttermoſt, able 
to plead your cauſe, and deliver you out of the hand 
of all your enemies. TRS EVERLASTING FATHER, 


QF PEACE, Who has cheerfully laid down his life, 
and ſhed his precious blood to procure peace. I know 
not what to ſay to you, for human words are vain, 
but O be-thuch in the practice of reading the holy 
ſcriptures, and there hear what God ſays to mu 
93 | Davi 


name ſhall be called, WonDERFUL, CouxsxI- 


in whom the fatherleſs findeth mercy, Tar Prince 
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David ſtudied upon the word in the morning of his 
days, and this made him even wiſer than his teachers. 
May the Lord teach you his divine word by his di- 
vine Spirit, and enrich you and your ſeed with that 
great promiſe, Deut. xxx. o. And the Lord th 
«© God will circumciſe thine heart, and the heart 

« thy ſeed, to love the Lord thy God with all thine 
« heart, and with all thy ſou}, that thou mayſt live.” 


Pg 


THIRD PERIOD. 
[Containing the ſpace of 16 Jars 3 


H AVING been more large on the former part 
than I expected, I ſhall only give a general ac- 
count of the care providence hath had about me, ſince 
I was married, and beſides, my memory is not able to 
retain as formerly, yet it is great ground of thankful- 
neſs that it is not worſe, and lamentation that it hath 
not been more employed to better purpoſes. I think 
it hath been, and is my earneſt deſire, that young ones 
would “ remember their Creator in the days of their 
« youth.” O youth, youth, is the only ſeaſon, which 
I have found by experience Satan and unbelief made 
uſe of many arguments to divert me from religion, and 
diſſuade me from taking up ſo much time in learning 
queſtions, pſalms and chapters; and particularly that 
one, © I need not put myſelf to this vain trouble, for 
I would ſoon forget them all.” But I find the con- 
trary to my ſweet experience, and records it for your 
encouragement to gather faſt in the ſpring and fummer 
of youth, and prepare for the winter of old age, mn 
an 


— 
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and eternity. Mr, Dyer ſays, Youth is a flower of 
*« Chriſt's ſetting, and ſhall it be of the devil's pluck- 
ing?“ If youth be ſick of it, will not old age be ſick 
of it? Oh! it is dangereus to get a wrong ſet in 


youth, for the dye that any thing receives at firſt, ge- 


nerally retains. a tincture of it: © I love them that 
love me, and thoſe that ſeek me early ſhall find me.” 
This is a graciousand alluring word, O that your hearts 
were melted with it! 

A little before I came to this place, the Lord was 
threatening to deſtroy us with a Popiſh enemy, and 
that in the midſt of our own bowels, and thereby to 
deprive, if not of our liyes, yet of our freedom, and 
ſpiritual privileges, we were greatly caſt down, and 
many ſorrowing as if all hope was gone, and when 
the deliverance came, too much of the glory was giv- 


en to inſtruments, and not to him to whom it is due: 


| nd 
4 + 2 


how have we forgot his mighty works unthankfully, 
and thereby hath provoked the Lord to leave us in a 
great meaſure? And no leſs did the, anger of the 

rd afterwards appear. againſt the ſins of men, in the 


ſpiritual judgments that took place; diviſion - in the 


church being none of the leaſt of them; its felt effects 
remain unto this day, and hath. carried along with it a 
numerous train of difmal . conſequences. O how 
much of pride and ſelf has been at bottom on every 
hand, and fo great a mixture of our own ſpirits, in the 
cauſe of Chriſt, which is as a dead fly in the ointment, 
and greatly detracts the favour and reliſh of the preci- 
ous truths of Jeſus, both from ourſelves and others. 
What biting and devouring of one another? It is of 
the Lord's mercies we have not been conſumed one 
of another. What hath our debates produced, at leaſt 
the manner of managing them, but ſtrife and contenti- 
ons, alienation of heart and affections, ſtumbling to 
the weak, and hardening to the generation? And alas 
hach eat out much of the life and power of religion, 
| * 
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and is a reproach to the peaceful name of our great 
Maſter, whoſe true zeal for his houſe did eat him up; 
and yet took occaſion to reprove the fiery zeal of his 
diſciples, ſaying, © Ye know not what manner of ſpi- 
« rits ye are of.“ So that the new commandment and 
diſtinguiſhing badge of Chriſt's diſciples, ** Love to 
« one another,” is worn much out of ſight, and 
Chriſt's laſt legacy of peace little obſerved. O that we 
could juſtify him, and blunt the edge of our complaint 
againſt ourſelves, and wonder that we have not been 
made ſignal examples, as Korah -and his company. 
But the Lord hath a ſovereign hand; he hath not 
been deſtroying his church, but caſting: her into the 
fire, and much droſs hath been diſcovered ; /and-like- 
wiſe hereſies and diviſions muſt come, that they 
« which are approved, may be made manifeſt,” 1 Cor, 

xi. 19. And he hath been trying who are his valiant 
ones for TRUTH on the earth, who are his faithful 
friends and followers, who ſays, Le are my friends 
« if ye do whatſoever I command you,“ John xv. 14. 
for whenever faith diſcovers a truth or command te 
be divine, though however indifferent, and of little 
importance it may appear in the eyes of the world, yet 
when duly exerciſed, will ſhew a tender regard to it, 
becauſe it is Chriſt's, and will hold it faſt, and ſtrenu- 
ouſly vindicate the ſame when called in queſtion, and 
perſevere in ſpite of all hazards, Oh the want of faith 
is the ruin of all! and is the cauſe of that waverin 

of mind in principles, and looſeneſs in practice that ſo 
wonderfully prevails amongſt us. But notwithſtand- 
ing of theſe evils in principle and practice, it is great 


matter of encouragement, and ſupport for the faith of 


God's Iſrael, that there is an advocate appearing in the 


| higher houſe on their behalf, who pours out this 


prayer that will be anfwered, John xvii. 17. © Sanc- 
« tify them through thy truth, thy word is truth.“ 
Seeing then we have a great High Prieſt, that is paſ- 

* "Ted 
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% {ed into the heavens, Jeſus the Son of God, let us 
« hold faſt our profeſſion.” And amidſt theſe divi. 
fions and animoſities, that take place amongſt us, 
which makes us fo unlike the diſciples of a meek and 
humble Jeſus; it is no leſs comforting, that we have 
the ſame High Prieſt in the ſame prayer, John xvii. 
expreſſing his earneſt deſire for our unity, and inter- 
ceeding in the moſt affectionate, endearing, and heart- 
melting manner, verſcs 21, 22, 23. * That they all 
« may be One, as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, 
4 that they alſo may be One in us: that the world 
1% may believe that thou haſt ſent me. And the glo- 
« ry which thou gaveſt me, I have given them: that 
„ they may be One, even as we are One. I in them 
« and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in 
% One, and that the world may know that thou haſt 
« ſent me, and haſt loved them, as thou haſt loved 
« me.” O let us therefore, both ſtedfaſtly and faith- 
fully, hold faſt our profeſſion.” And at the ſame 
time, © Let us as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 
« put on bowels of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of 
«© mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, forbearing one a- 
c nother, and forgiving one another. And\above all 
te theſe things put on CHARITY, which is the bond 
« of perfectneſs.“ Col. iii. 1 2, 13, 14. I have made 
a long digreſſion, but it has been matter of conſider- 
able thought, and I have reaſon to lament my great 
ſhort-coming in true Chriſtian zeal, and alſo the want 
of a hearty love and affection to all, eſpecially „ of 
« the houſhold of faith.“ | 
But now to return, ſome time after I came to this 
place, I was under great perplexity and down-caltings, 
and what increaſed the pain, though formerly I met 
with trials, and had ſome difficulty to win to public 
ordinances, yet the Lord directed his ſervants to ſpeak 
ſeaſonably to my caſe, and made me come home re- 
Joicing ; but at that time, deep was * unto 
> eep, 
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« deep,” for though I was meeting with trials, yet I 
could get no relief, the Lord indeed, brought me to 
this place as the accompliſhment of many promiſes, 
and over many mountains of improbabilities; yet when 
meeting with new trials, what advantage did Satan 
and unbelief get through my unthankfulneſs and un- 
watchfulneſs, to tempt me to be diſcouraged and miſ- 
truſt a promiſing God, who had given many diſplays - 
of his faithfulneſs to me formerly? The Lord hath 
often helped. me to plead with himſelf, to bring me 
off all lying refuges, and place my confidence in him 
alone, and various methods hath he taken firſt and laſt, 
to have it ſo, eſpecially at that time. He, in his ador- 
able providence, (hut all other doors upon me, that I 
might ſay with the Pſalmiſt, I looked upon my 
* right-hand, and on my left, and there was 
* none that took care for my ſoul,” But 
well may I fay, ** The Lord is my ſhepherd, I have 
* not nor ſhall want.” _ © He can give ſongs in the 
© night,” and hath places of ſhelter for his flock in 
winter ſtorms, and of ſweet repoſe. in the ſcorching 
noon. The Lord has not promiſed to keep out of 
trouble, but bleſſed be his name; he hath promiſed to 
be with his people in it, and that is enough, Iſa. xliii. 
2. When thou paſſeſt through the waters, I will 
&© be with thee, &c.“ In the mount of the Lord 
*« it ſhall be ſeen; the Lord will provide.” And was 
as good as his word, in providing Bens Crook in the 
Lot, which was very ſeaſonable, when 1 was like to be 
altogether run down by unbelief, and irs other con- 
ſtant evil attendants, The Lord's mind to me there- 
in, was, to look upon all the crooks and trials I was 
meeting with, as coming from his own fatherly hand, 
for holy and wiſe ends. as conviction of fin, and cor» 
rection for it, Pſalxcix. 8. Preventing of ſin, Hol. 
ii. 6. Humiliation, and difcovery of latent corrupti- 
ons, Deut. viii. 2. And the exerciſe of grace, 1 WA 
9 1 ; "TM i. . 
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i. 6. He ſays, when meeting with croſſes and trials, 
we ſhould inquire why the Lord contends with us; And 
for men may be angry with us, and aceuſe us for one mol} 
thing, but God for another ; witneſs Shimei curſing ſoul? 
David, David overlooked Shimei, and looked to God theſe 
in the matter of his curſing, as one would the ax, fix- I *PP< 
Ing the eye upon him that wielded it ; he exhorts "i 
much to ſeek grace to be rightly exerciſed, and to help th 
down our proud ſpirits; and to be more earneſt to get WA 
good of the crook, than to have it removed; and to awak 
learn that divine art of extracting the ſweet out of the with 
bitterveſs of the lot, conſidering by this means, the || wi 
Lord cuts off the by-channels, that the whole ſtream 
of the ſoul's loye may run towards himſelf, pulling off I. aft 
the man's burden and clog of earthly comforts, that 
he may run the more eaſily the Chtiſtian race; and 
beſides, he ſweetly and truly obſerves, There is never for w. 
a crook God makes in our lot, but it is in effect hea- ¶ and at 
ven's offer of a bleſt exchange, in inanaging of which mes, 
God firſt puts out his hand, and takes away ſame that \ 
earthly thing from us, and inſtead thereof, it is expect. whi 
ed we put out oùr hand next, and take ſome heavenly And i! 
thing from him, particularly his CHRIST. O bleſſed the ex 
exchange indeed ! infinite fulneſs for creature-empti- he dra 
neſs! I may record it for the honour of God, and my ſianers 
vwn ſhame, that I was fainting very much at that time; with h 
but Boſton's Crock in the Lord's hand, was a mean of "ed: 
reviving my languiſhing foul. The Lord had raken ed of tl 
me formerly to the ſchool of affliction, and was now er oſſes 
bringing me to the ſchool of croſs providences; he poltle | 
knew I had much need of this diſcipline to tame my [| For 
unruly diſpoſitions, and receive ſome neceſſary and im- of ſi 
portant leſſons: he ſaw I was difpoſed to neſtle in ſome * faint 
1 carthly comforts, and fo ſet fire to my neſt, he put]. Befo 
ſome ingredients into my cup I was very unwilling to action 
|| take, but the wiſe Phyſician knew infinitely better (es ? 
than I. did, how much phyſic my diſeaſes needed. uriſh 
. | I | And das mM 
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And I have found from experience, that what 1 was 
moſt averſe to take, hath been moſt bleſt for my 
ſoul's health, and when concluding with Jacob all 
theſe things are againſt me, yet they in the event have 
appeared to be molt wiſely for me; He does not afflict 
ort © willingly.” For he ſees a need be of heavineſs, 
ielp I © through manifold temptations.” The Lord indeed 
was gracioully pleaſed to warn me of trials, for I was 
1 to || awakened one morning, a conſiderable time before this, 
the wich that word,“ I have a bapiiſm to be baptized 
the | © with, and how am I ſtraĩtened, till it be accompliſh- 
eam ed?“ Luke xii. 50. and could ſcarcely ſleep quiet - 

off ly afterwards, But when the time of trial came, how 
that did I ſhriok, yea, rather fret and murmur, ſo that he 
and made me ſee my abſolute weakneſs and inſufficiency 


ey for work or warfare, and the neceſſity of a conſtant 


hea. and an intire dependence upon him alone. Some- 
hich mes, when tempted to fret or faint under croſſes, 
ſome that word was brought to my mind, The cup 
„ which my Father giveth me, ſhall I not drink it?“ 
enly And indeed, the due conſideration and faith's view of 


eſſed the exquiſite ſufferings of Chriſt, what fort of a cup 


wpti: he drank, when ſtanding in the law- room and ſtead of 
d my ſianers, and how meekly and cheerfully he went thro? 
time with his work; till he faid on the croſs, © It is finiſh. 
an of © ed: the ſolid belief of this, would make us aſham- 
as ed of the many frettings and faintings under our petty 


now Icroſſes; this appears to be a weighty argument the a- 
; he poſtle propoſes to the confideration of the Hebrews, 


For conſider him that endured ſuch contradiftion 
d im- ot ſinners againſt himſelf, leſt ye be wearied and 
* faint in your minds.” 


times afraid of being like a tree full of leaves and 
flouriſhes, but little fruit or root; but at this time, I 
as more ſhut up to private duties, and deſires, to 

12 NE, praiſe 


of 


Before this time, I enjoyed much pleaſure and ſatiſ- 
action in attending public ordinances, and was ſome- 


* 
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Praiſe the Lord for providing ſuch ſeaſonable food, 
and taking the yoke off my jaws” in any meafure, 
to feed upon it. I got another book, which hath 
been many times uvſeful, both then and fince, I mean 
Hutcheſon on the twelve leſſer prophets. The qth chap- 
ter of Micah had before afforded me ſeveral very in- 
ſtructing and comforting paſſages, eſpecially ver. g. 
Iwill bear the indignation of the Lord, becauſe 
4% J have ſinned againſt him, until he plead my cauſe, 
„ and execute judgment for me. He will bring me 
, forth to the light, and I ſhall behold his righteouſl- 
« neſs.” I was deſirous to hear Hutcheſon's mind of 
this verſe, and being well ſatisficd therewith, which 
was a mean of ſetting me to a more narrow ſearching 
of mine own heart, and the wiſe deſign and procedure 
of providence, as allo to a ditigent. peruſal of that 
brief, but practical and edifying expoſition, where, of 
the many perplexing caſes, the Lord in his adorable 
providence has ſcen fit to exerciſe me with, both 
relating to the church and myſelf, few ever occurred; 
but 1 got a ſuitable word for it in that book. I had 
ſometimes formerly thought, that there was ſome aw- 
ful ſtroke abiding theſe lands, and when I read this 
book, I was more and more convinced of the truth 
and certainty thereof, ſo that, I had ſometimes 
« fainted, unleſs I had believed to fee the goodnels of 
« the Lord in the land of the living :” eſpecially con- 
ſidering that our diſeaſes are ſo fimilar to thoſe of 
Iſrael and Judah; fo that if the Lord keep his ordina- 
ry way, it is to be feared, he will come with ſome 
nameleſs judgments to awaken and puniſh ſuch an ex- 
treme ſecure, carnal and profane people as we are; 
if 1 rightly remember, Bofton obſerves, © That the 
Lord fees meet, for holy and wiſe ends, beſt know 
“ to himſelf, to exerciſe his deareft ſaints, with very 
« ſtrange crooks in their lot, but likely there is a pu- 
« blic crook abiding the generation, that will make 
. 44 ys 
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« us think all our private little crooks nothing in 
« comparifon of this.“ Hath there not many waſt- 
ing ſpiritual judgments taken place already? and an 
additional weight thereto, is a dreadful ſecurity and 
inſenſibility under them; what are all the errors and 
deluſions, defections and diviſions, but judgments 
which our ſins have procured, Hoſ. ix, 7. The 
« days of viſitation are come, the days of recompence 
« are come, Iſrael ſhall know it; the prophet is a 
« fool, the ſpiritual man is mad, for the multitude of 
e thine iniquity and the great hatred.” So that it ap- 
pears from the word what ſinful hand people may 
have in provoking the Lord to permit both kings and 
miniſters to a& like mad-men, it is faid, * The Lord 
«© was angry With Iſrael, and moved David to num- 
& ber the people,” O that we were as much united in 
crying to the Lord, for a fpirit of grace and ſupplica- 
tion, mourning and turning upon all ranks, as we have 
been in provoking the Lord by our joint and number- 
leſs ways of ſinning ; it hath been ſometimes a mean 
to compoſe me when tempted to be diſcouraged under 
trials, to conſider how great a ſinner I had been and yet 
continued to be, and ſuch a ſinful church and land I was 
in, which fet mea praiſing a long-ſuffering God, who 
was bearing ſo patiently with fuch aſtoniſhing ſinners, 
and yet not deſtroying us with a French and Spaniſh 
enemy, which-many have thought will be the ſcourge 
of theſe covenant-breaking lands. | 
L likewife got a book of Mr. Bell's, intitled, Grapes 
in the wilderneſs, which was very uſeful to me in 
wildernefs-trials, his ſubje& of diſcourſe is on Hol. ii. 
14. Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring 
* her into the wilderneſs, and ſpeak comfortably unto 
„% her.” He mentions ſeveral reaſons why the Lord 
brings his church and people into the wilderneſs, one 
reaſon is, to puniſh-or correct them for their ſins, and 
prevent them from ſinning more, as a Father who hath 


Hs a family 
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a family of children, ſome of whom are ſeized with 2 
conſumption, he carefully feparates them from one a- 
nother, in order to prevent the growing infection; 
another reaſon is, to enhance the value of mercies, for 
rſons in adverſity will eſteeia and be more thankful 
or one hae than many in proſperity, and will then 
cry out, It is of the Lord's mercies we are not 
„ conſumed.” He ſhews the analogy between Chriſt 
and a ſuiter, and compares miniſters to procurators, 
ſent by Chriſt to bring back his harlot church to him 
again, but all they can ſay will not do, till he come 
himſelf. He ſays, it is common for fuiters to give 
gifts to thoſe they are in ſuit of, and if they refuſe to 
accept of themſelves, they return the gifts back again, 


which if they do not, it is eſteemed among men baſe - 


and unjuſt, how much more impious and ſacrilegious 
is it, to withhold from God his gifts? For all we have 
is his own, and it is his will, that we ſhould give up 
ourſelves, and all we have, to him again, with our 
own conſent, and let him manage us for his own glo- 
ry, and our good. What though he take us from a 
fat land, and bring us into a wilderneſs, we ſhould not 
quarrel with him, ſince he hach ſaid, There will I 
« ſpeak COMFORTABLY.” It would be both tedious 
to relate, neither can I now remember every thing 
that was uſeful to me in that book, but it was a cor- 
dial from the Lord's hand to ſtrengthen my ſinking 
ſpirit when like to faint, In my youth, when reading 
Rutherfoord's letters, I got ſome words that have been 
of great uſe, he ſays, If he behoved to have a croſs, 
jet him have a feamlefs Chrift-like croſs ” To 
which I ſaid, Amen, and 1 cannot fay, but he hath 
heard me in that, but O how much reaſon to be a- 
. ſhamed of my unchriftian carriage under croſſes, which 
hath given me many errands to a throne of grace, for 
a Chriſt-like ſpirit under the various diſpenſations of 
providence; and cannot ſay but he hath wonderfully 

con- 
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condeſcended; I remember another word in the let- 


ters; he ſays, Let the Lord make me a bridge o- 
« ver a water, a ſtepping ſtone in a gutter, or any 
« thing whereby he may be glorified.” To which 1 
alſo ſaid, Amen ; and the Lord hath made ſometimes 


' trials of it, and thereby hath diſcoyered much of the 


pride and enmity of the heart, manya ſtroke muſt 
be given at the root of the tree of pride and ſelf, be- 
fore they fall, and yet ay ready to bud again. I de- 
fire to bleſs the Lord for the ſchools he hath brought 
me to, and the leſſons he hath inſtructed me in: 1 
have been a very dull ſcholar, but he is a divine 
Teacher, and therefore infinitely wiſe, tender and pa- 
tient, condeſcending to go over the ſame leſſon again 
and again. O Young ones, come to this great Teacher, 
who teacheth as never man did, and likewiſe gives a ca- 
pacity to receive inſtruction: you have his abſolute 
promiſe for it. They ſhall all be taught of Go.“ 
Hold him at his word, and wait about his hand. 
One time when at the ſacrament in Balfrone, I was 
in a perplexed condition, having it for my exerciſe, 
that I was a poor friendleſs creature, becauſe I had 
ſome affairs to manage far beyond my ſkill, and had 
none that I could communicate my mind to: Mr. 
William Moncrief in Alloa preached firſt from John 
xiv. 28 —* If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, be- 
% cauſe 1 ſaid, I go unto the Father.“ He ſpoke 
to ſeveral caſes, and amongſt others, he obſerved, 
© Art thou a poor friendleſs creature, that hath none 
« to plead thy cauſe, Chriſt hath gone to the Father, 
« put thy caſe in his hand.” I was helped to take 
comfort and encouragement from that word, and to 
wait about his hand for light and direction: this 
was a dark exerciſe for the ſpace of twelve years, be-. 
ing in a ſtrait to know, how to manage in it, ſo as 
God might be glorified : many errands it cauſed me 
have on that account to a throne of grace, and I hope 


not 
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not in vain ; I was deſirous to know, what was duty 


in the ſight of God, and that he would keep me on e- 
very hand, from fearing the frowns, or valuing the 
ſmiles of men, and at length he heard me, and direQed 
me to ſteer ſuch a courſe, as was the occaſion of my 
# learning to write, which hath been a pleaſant exerciſe 
do me for ſome time; in my dark and ſighing days, I 
got that word of promiſe, % And ſhe ſhall ſing 
« there, as in the days of her youth.“ Hol: ii. 15, 
And now I have felt the accompliſhment of it, in 
writing with my hands, and looking with pleaſure up- 
on the many remarkable providences, and tokens of 
divine favour I met with formerly. I many times 
thought with Job, Oh that God's wonderful ways 
« of dealing with me were written! Oh that they 
« were Written in a book; that they were praven 
« with an iron pen, and lead in the. rock for ever.” 
But I never thought, that I would write them with 
mine-own hand; it hath revived my ſpirits, fo that my 
frail and decaying body is the better of it, I hope 
God ſhall get glory, and ſome ſoul's edification, and 
that is all I want. 


Some time (after ſeveral providences interveening) 


I was under much deſpondency, for though we were 
making a profeſſion of appearing for the cauſe and 
teſtimony of Jeſas, and though I had no back-look to 
ethers, yet my heart was like to fink, conſidering out 
unſingleneſs in deſigns, proſecutions, and ends, and 
not fo humble as became us, neither for our own fins 
nor that of others. I was afraid we would provoke the 
Lord to leave us altogether ; about that titne I heard 
Mr. John Heugh in Stirling, upon a faſt-day preach on 
theſe words,.“ Shall not my ſoul be avenged on 
« ſuch a nation as this?” Jer. v. 9. I thought we 
had the very marks and characters, he gave of a peo- 
ple, on whom the Lord would be avenged; and my 
heart was like to ſnrink under the awful 6 
2 | 0 
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of deſerved judgments. I went the following Sab- 
bath to Larber, in a very diſconſolate caſe, both about 
the church and myſelf; Mr. Heugh lectured in Zech. 
i. 12. and downwards, Then the angel of the Lord 
« anſwered and ſaid, O Lord of hofts, how long wilt 
thou not have mercy on Jeruſalem,” and on the 
« cities of Judah, againſt which thou haſt had indig- 
© nation theſe threeſcore and ten years,” &c. I was 
much revived before he had finiſhed the firſt verſe. 
He ſpoke to the following purpoſe, © That the church 
* and people of God in their diſtreſſes and affliftions, 
© have a room in Chriſt's heart, in his interceſſion to 
% the Father, for he is conſtantly obſerving all their 
„low caſes, and carefully keeping count of the days 
« of their adverſity, and is praying for mercy to them, 
„yea, already hath obtained a good and comfortable 
« anſwer on their behalf, and however ſad and dif+ 
1 confolate you may be about the low caſe of Zion, or 
% your own particular caſe; ** Yet in patience poſſeſs 
« your ſouls, and lift up your heads, for the day of 
«« your redemption draweth nigh :” and though you 
% may think you do not get your prayers anſwered, 
«« yet Chriſt, who takes the moſt deſperate like cauſes 
« in hand, hath obtained his requeſts. he ſpoke much 
« of Chriſt's fove and affection to his church and peo- 
« ple, and that it is not every fault and miſcarriage 
„that will diſſolve the marriage relation, and his jea- 
*© louſy over her is ſo great, that his heart bleeds, as 
« it were, for the injuries done her, and in due time 
« vill ſufficiently reſent them, and plead her cauſe a+ 
« gainſt all her enemies; he obſerved, that the Lord 
in his adorable providence had ordered a line to be 
* ſtretched out over theſe lands of Scotland, England . 
* and Ireland, and although there was much rubbiſh 
remaining to be removed, yet the Lord would 
build his church in theſe lands.” This was a very 
pleaſant day, and the thoughts of it hath been many 

= | times 
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times ſupporting to me ſince, and looks upon the ſi- 
berty I enjoy, of reading this with much more, as the 
accompliſhment of ſome promiſes I was helped that day 
to believe; I fometimes heard him at the Tannuch 
wich great ſatisfaction: I think it hath been the Lord's 
mind to me, that I ſhould encourage the ſpreading of 
the goſpel, for I have often got moſt of the Lord's 
mind and countenance in thoſe places, where others 
thought I ſhould not have gone. He hath likewiſe 
been made an inſtrument to direct and comfort me, 
when like to faint and give over attending public or- 
dioances altogether, namely, upon a faſt day at Loan- 
head, he preached from Hof. ii. 8. How fhallT 
« give thee up, Ephraim? How ſhall I deliver thee, 
« Hracl? How ſhall I make thee as Admah? How 
« ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim ? Mine heart is turned 
« within me, my repentings are kindled together,” 
1 was at that time very much grieved to think on the 
great ingratitude and bad returns all were giving to 
| theLord, eſpecially profeſſed witneſſes, for his wonder- 
ful kind dealings towards us, in giving ſuch a reviving 
in our bondage: I was afraid we would provoke the 
Lord to leave us altogether: I was like to faint, for 
wo will be unto us, if he depart, But the Lord fent 
his fervant to fpeak to the caſe, as though 1 had told 
him: he faid, © Perhaps fome perſon is like to give 
« over attending on public ordinances, becauſe of the 
% many hainous provocations, the Lord hath got to 


4 forfake them.” He anſwered, Thou muſt not give 


& it over, but wait about his hand, the Lord will not 
6 leave his church; he will yet do great things for 
* his name's ſake, his Chriſt and promiſe fake.” I 
was a little revived that day, and hath ever ſince been 
attending fo far as my ſtrength and ſituation would 
| permit, and defires to adore his patience, and bleſs his 
name for any evidences of his gracious preſence either 
& to miniſters or people. 8 b 

: About 


of MARION'SHAW. wy 
' Aboutſix years ago, I-had ſome near friends ſuddenly 
removed by death, which was the occaſion of much 
thought to me, being often grieved, that we were not 
more glorifying to God and edifying to one another 
wnile in life, and that I could do fo little by my talk 
and walk toſtir up and encourage them; what a noble 
© © pattern is our Lord, who went always about doi 

> good, excellent example! But ah! diſtant and Now 
; followers, At that time I was ſeized with much 
a 
, 


weakneſs of body, eſpecially of my breaſt, whereby 1 
was rendred very unable to ſpeak, but. ſtill impreſt 
with great deſires to ſpeak ſomething that might be 
glorifying to God and- uſeful to relations when I am 
1 gone to eternity. I had many thoughts about them, 
H and never eſſayed to pray, but they were a great 
* weight upon my ſpirit, requeſting eſpecially for ſpi · 
d ritual mercies, many of. them being very well:-provid- 
"x ed in temporal enjoyments; while I was thus exerciſ- 
1e ed, time ſeemed very precious, and the faculty of 
to | ſpeech valuable, and was greatly afraid of waſting ei · 
- ther of them in vanity, the candle of my life being 
ently near af end, and more and more the Lord 
he increaſed my former deſires of ſpending the few re- 
mains of my dying life in imĩtation of Jacob. | 
About that time I got a book of Mr. Williſon's, 
old intitled The afflifted man's companion, formerly men- 
we | noned ; he ſays much to old and dymg Chriftians, to 
ſpend their laſt ſtrength in commending Chriſt and 
religion to a young generation, and to commit to 
writing, if they can, ſomething that may be uſeful to 
ſurviving friends, when-they are gone, which had a 
great impreſſion on my mind, and made ane earneſtly 
long, oh! that I could write. The inward weakneſs 
of my body ſtill continuing, and likewiſe a great deſire 
of being ſome way uſeful to my friends and ac- 
quaintances ; I reſolved to take a turn through the 
Monkland, many of my friends and acquaintances re- 
; ſiding 
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ſiding there, thinking, perhaps it would be the laſt 
farewel.. Accordingly I went, and hearing of Hamil- 
ton ſacrament, I took that opportunity, amidſt many 
difficulties, and had the pleaſure of ſpeaking with ſome 
of my friends who died in a little after; Satan and 
unbelief through the rainy weather, and weakneſs of 
my body, greatly haraſſed and urged me to return 


home, yet I was helped 
carried through, having it ſtill for my exerciſe, how 


to be ſome way uſeful to my friends, and was much 
encouraged and confirmed from the ſermons I heard 


at Hamilton, that it is not only an incumbent duty to 
be careful about the caſe of our own fouls, but alſo 
that of others, and particularly Mr. John Jamieſon in 
Glaſgow, proved it by a variety of ſcriptural arguments, 
He ſaid, Parents and maſters that are not careful 
ce for the ſouls of their children and ſervants, practi- 
« cally ſaid with Cain, Am I my brother's keeper?” 
He anſwered one objection I was ſadly haraſſed and 
diſcouraged with, namely, You may perhaps be 
4 ready to apprehend, that your inſtruftions will be 
& altogether vaia and fruitleſs, and no regard or at- 
& tention paid to your weak, though well meant ad- 
dc yices.” He faid, © Notwithſtanding of. all this, 
ti the duty remain'd unalterably the ſame, and beſides, 
« .jt is cutting too far before the point; for though 
© you have no proſpect of encouragement at preſent, 
« yet you know not but they may remember them at. 
« terwards, and through God's bleſſing, be of ſin- 
_ & pular uſe, when you are gone to eternity, if not, 
« your Warnings will be a witneſs againſt them,” 
1Theſl. v 19, And for an example and pattern, 
mentioned the woman of Samaria, who, when ſhe 
had got a meeting with Chriſt herſelf, called all to 
« come, ihe did not bid them go their alone, but come 
« and I will go with you, which imports that believ- 
* ers ſhould do their utmoſt, to encourage others to 

' 66 come 


to ſet forward, and was well 
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« come to Chriſt,” This with other diſcourſes of Mr. 


Goodlet and Mr. Allice, preached on the ſame occaſion, 
very much excited and encouraged me, but would bet 

tedious to relate. O my dear friends, it hath been no ſmall 
grief to me, when I reflect on ſo many early and ſud- 
den deaths of a number of our relations, and yet theſe 


ſpeaking providences are ſo little obſerved by us; 


ſurely their language is, Wherefore be ye alſo ready, 


* for at ſuch an hour as ye think not, the Son of 
% man cometh. You and I will deſire Chriſt to be 


our friend at death and judgment, O then, what 
fools are we, to hurry ourſelves ſo with the world, and 
the vanities thereof, and beſtow ſo little time to get 
acquaintance with Chriſt our beſt Friend, who ſays, 


. © Acquaint now thyſelf with God, and be at peace 


with him, and thereby good ſhall come unto thee.” 
And this puts me in mind to ſpeak a word to you the 
ſurviving children of my deceaſed brother GzorGE. 


Dear Nephews, 


OME of you may remember, or at. leaſt be in- 
formed, that by reaſon of the early death of your 
father and mother, you were left orphans. It was 
matter of much exerciſe to me then, praying for you, 
that the Lord himſelf would be your Tutor and Ma- 
nager, and I do not want to caſt off all concern about 


you yet; O my dear friends, ſtudy to dig deep into 


the corruption and depravity of nature: be much in 
prayer for the Holy Spirit, to lead you to this diſco- 
very, and then you will readily atteſt to that 
true deſcription of your heart, The heart of man is 


| © deceitful above all things and deſperately wicked,” 


and that we are all as an unclean thing, and all out 
" * righteouſneſs as filthy rags.” I have found by expe- 
| K 


rience, 


M 


110 The Memoirs and Spiritual Exercifes 


rience, that it is not an eaſy matter to bring proud nature 
toa belief and ackuowledgment of this, but an Almighty 


power will do it, and this only; I intreat yov earneſt- 


Iy to conſider the nature and guilt of unbelief; this, 
with original ſin, does not trouble a natural conſcience 


much, and therefore theſe hidden enemies are the 


moſt dangerous of all; faith and unbelief are two 
oppolites, and both are quite out of the view of a 
carnal and unrenewed mind, and yet of the utmoſt 
importance to know, the one leading to eternal life, 
the other to everlaſting condemnation. . © He that 
«© believeth on the Son, hath everlaſting life, and he 
« that believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee life; but 
« the wrath of God abideth on him,“ John iii. 36. 
O then, employ the Holy Spirit, whoſe office it is to 
convince of fin, eſpecially of unbelief, John xvi. . 
Take him at his word, and ſay, Do as thou haſt 
« faid.” Be much in the ſtudy of the myſtery of 
FaiTH; be well acquainted with your Bibles, and 
the promiſes therein, and ſtudy and meditate on them, 
and particularly thoſe that ſuit your preſent caſt 
Faith is not only abſolutely neceſſary in juſtification, 


but alſo is of unthought-of uſe to promote ſanctifica- 


tion, for it is a ſelf· emptying grace, that is a wonder- 
ful paradox, but a true one, When I am weak, then 
« am 1 ſtrong,” 2 Cor. xii. 10, O learn that ſweet 
art of converting all duties into-a promiſe, ant this 
will make the moſt difficult duties pleaſant and eaſy, 
and when you are like to be foiled with your ſpiritual 
enemies, bring all to the Omnipotent arm and ſtrength 
of Chriſt ; diſſolve all into a ſweet promiſe, ** Sia ſhall 
« not have dominion over you.” The government 
«« js upon his ſhonlders.“ And bleſſed be his name 
that it is ſo, for he knows, that we have neither wil- 
dom, ſtrength nor will to govern. | O then, juſt now, 

ut all the enemies of your ſalvation in his hand, 


<« who muſt reign till he put all enemics under his 


| 6 feet,” 
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« feet. O that woful unbelief is ay for putting him 
off the throne ! My dear friends, do not give way to 
unbelieving deſpondency in any perplexing caſes what- 


ever; for this is a pouring contempt -on the perſon 
and all the offices of Chriſt. It is often the caſe, and I 


-have found it ſo by experience, that when God in- 


tends ſome ſpecial bleſſing, or child of promiſe, he - 
commonly. puts a ſentence of death, as it were, upon 
it, and on all the ways that lead to it, here is the trial of 
faith, and unbelief is ready with its cry, “Is his mercies 
« clean gone?“ The wiſdom of carnal ſenſe and reaſon 


lies in poring upon difficulties, and ſeeming impoſſibili- 


ties which lie in the way of the promiſes ; but faĩth's wiſ- 
dom confiſts in paſſing them all by, overlooking them, 
by fixing its eye alone upon the power and faithful- 
neſs of God, engaged in his word of promiſe, and fo 
notwithſtanding of deadneſs and darkneſs within, 
and ſeeming contradicting diſpenſations without, fai h 
ſtaggers not, but judges God faithful that hath pre- 
miſed, who alſo will perform. 

O the vaſt treaſures contained in that promiſe ! 
* I WILL BE YOUR GoD.” which includes a ſup- 
plying all poſſible wants, ſpiritual or temporal; 
« And YE SHALL BE MY PEOPLE,“ includes the 
free giving us all theſe qualifications requiſite for that 
eſtate-and relation. O what can be more than him- 
ſelf ! and what will he not give, when he gives him- 
ſelf! (e He that ſpared not his own Son,” &c. Now 
my dear friends, to conclude, all may be ſummed up 
in this, get CHRIST and you have ALL ; and as you 
are, in the providence of God, all married, O get 
Chriſt to be your Hutband, and the new covenant for 
your contract, and this is a marriage relation, that wilk 
never, never be diſſolved, and a bond that will never, 
never be broken. May God, make you and your 
* {ced worthy of his calling, and fulfil all the good 


4 | __&* pleaſure 
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« pleaſure of his' goodnels in you, and the work of. 


« faith with power.” | 


— 


deſires in me to be ſome way uſeful, yet unbe- 
lief diſcouraged me much, but O how hath he pitied 
me, far beyond my own expectation, in granting me 
ſuch a liberty to record ſomething of his loving - kind- 
neſs in my old age, which hath been no ſmall comfort 
to me, and I would fain deſire and hope, for the en- 
couragement of ſome others. What reaſon have I to 
be humbled before God, and never open my mouth in 
commending myſelf, but to praiſe him, in conducting 
me by his infinite wiſdom, even from the womb till 
now, and to be aſtoniſhed at his wonderful love, pa- 
tience and faithfulneſs, that though I have had many 
halts, and given many back-looks to other lovers, yet: 
he hath never parted with me, but hath had as parti- 


cular a care of me in all the changes of life, as really 


as be had of Iſrael of old, in bringing them out of 
Egypt, through the Red-fea and wilderneſs. 


O my friends, for your ſoul's ſake, for Chriſt's ſake 


obey his loving command, Search the ſcriptures, 
* for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they 
« are they which teſtify of me.” John v. 39. Make 
much uſe of your Bibles, and examine all principles 
and practices by the rule of the word. © To the law 
„ and to the teſtimony; if they ſpeak not according 


1 to this word, it is-becauſe there is no light in them,” 


Ha viii. 20. O pray much for a divine faith of the 
ſcriptures; for it is only this faith that is pleaſing to 
God, or of real advantage to our fouls; be much 
concerned to improve this golden hour of grace, death 


is faſt approaching; there is no grace to be obtained 


after death, what is left undane in that awful 
| mu 
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muſt continue ſo for ever; at the voice of the ſam - 
mons we muſt go, pardoned or not, holy or unholy ; 
opportunity, faith a writer, is a golden mattock, to 
dig for heavenly treaſurę; oh! do not wear it out as 
many have done, in digging pebbles, and at the end 
become a fool. Read the xxiid chapter of Job 21. 
verſe, and downwards, which directs how to be truly 
rich and honourable, it hath many times been a plea- 
ſant pafſage of ſcripture to me, and much of the ac- 
cowpliſhment thereof have I ſeen, do not let the 
world get a grip of your hearts; for it is a trouble- 
ſome, unſatisfatory and ſhort-lived portion; when 
you find the world ready to gain too much room in 
your heart, the following ſcriptures, I hope, you will 
ſeriouſly peruſe, O that God would bleſs them to 
you ! Mat. v. 26, Mat. xvi. 26. Luke x. 42. James 
iv. 4. Rev. iii. 18. ; : 

O young ones! give up your hearts to Chriſt : you 
like a merry life well, but you will never know what 
life is, till you get Chriſt. Satan and corruption will 
endeavour to perſuade you, that a religious life is a 
melancholy one, but this is a very deluſive miſtake ; 


for one moment's enjoyment of Chriſt, is infinitely 


more ſatisfactory than an eternity of all the world's 
pleaſures, riches and honours. Some of you are much 
taken up with marriages and weddings, O that you 
were ſtriving to out-run one another, who to be firſt 
married to Chriſt, and get him to be your friend, 
He once honoured a marriage in Cana of Galilee with 

his preſence, but if you deſire his countenance then, 
or at any other change of life, you muſt do what he 
bids you, What a mournful thing is it, that ſo much 
precious youth, health, time and liberty, ſhould run 
out to waſte on vanity and folly, and ſo much attend- 
ance unneceſſarily on fairs, weddings, viſits, and many 
other ways of ſpending the candle of life, that will be 
lo ſoon extinguiſhed. We in this generation bave 


K 3 grieved, 
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erieved, quenched and reſiſted the Holy Spirit, ſo that 
he hath in a great meaſure departed from cur hearts 


and families and his ordinances in the land, and he 
hath given up a great part of us to walk after the ima» 
ginations of our own corrupt hearts, which is a moſt 
awful judgment in itſelf, and a ſad preſage of mich 
more to follow. O that we were as much united in 
wreſtling, Jacob like, for a returning God and glory, 
as we have been and are, in revolting from God, and 
in following the vain and ſinful cuftoms and follies of 


the age. 


O that this poor unthinking generation, 


would take lciſure to confider, what Chriſt hath done 
to procure their freedom, 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. and what 
innumerable obligations they are under to ſerve him 
and- him only. We are all early lifted - ſoldiers under 
Chriſt's banner by baptiſm, and ſworn, to make his 
laws our rule, and we are the inhabitants of covenant- 
ed Scotland, and much contending hath been both in 
former and latter times, by our fathers for preſbyteri · 
an principles, many of them “ reſiſting unto blood,” 
againſt the corruptions and defections of the times, 
and to convey the precious truths of the goſpel to us 
their wicked and ungrateful poſterity. But we, like 


Ephraim 


«© ments 


5 


have willingly walked after the command- 
men,” for which we have reaſon to fear 


the Lord will be further provoked to permit men to 


give us evil laws, both in church and ſtate. 


The 


Lord was at much pains from the mouth of Moſes his 
ſervant, to exhort his church and people to receive 
bis law into their hearts, and teach it diligently unto 
their children, both in the 6th and 11th chapters of 
Denteronomy. They were commanded to lay up the 
words of the law in their heart and foul, and bind them 
for a ſign upon their hand, that they might be as 
frontlets between their eyes; and to write them upon 


their polts and door- 


poſts of their houtes, and vpon 
their gates; and to ſpeak of them when fitting in their 


houſes, 


being found in him.“ 


ef MARION SH AW. 11 t 
houſes, in lying down and riſing up, and in walking; 
by the way. Many bleſſings are promiſed: to the o- 
bedient, and many curſes threatened to the diſobedient 
in the 28th and 29th chapters of Deuteronomy... O 
how awful are theſe judgments, and ſhould certainly: 
alarm us in our dangerous fecurity, conſidering, that 
nevertheleſs of all the care, grace and mercy, the Lord 
ſhewed that people, yet the moſt of them ruſhed on 
in a courſe of diſobedience and unbelief to their own 
ruin and deſtruction. which is very like to be the caſe 
of theſe lands; we have been and are peculiarly fa- 
voured with goſpel privileges beyond almoſt all nations 
undef heaven, O what an unſpeakable mercy, if right 
improven.! it deſpiſed, unutterable wo 5 

The goſpel- miniſtry is maintained by the golden oil 
of the Spirit, and certainly he will not maintain theſe 
lamps for people to work their own works. There 


is reaſon to fear, if we believe God to be the ſame as | 


when his church was in the wilderneſs; that many of 
the profeſſors of this day, will not be honoured to ſee 
what great things the Lord will yet do for his church 
in theſe lands; he that ſpared not his own Son, when 

he ſtood in the law-room of ſinners, and ſpared not 
meck Moſes, whom he knew face to face, and ſuffered 
not his fin to paſs without marks of his diſpleaſure, if 
theſe things were done in the green tree, what will bes 

come of the proud, paſſionate, carnal and ſelf ſeekin 
profeſſors in our times? How juſtly may Chriſt up- 
braid us as he did his difciples, Have I been fo long 
“ with you and yet have you. not known me?” The 
great apoſtle, © counted all things but loſs and dung, 
* when compared with the excellency of Chriſt, and 
We muſt be in Chriſt 
by faith, and he muſt dwell in us by his Holy Spirit; 
O young ones ! it is not enough to hear the joyful ſound 
externally, but it muſt reach our hearts, by a day of 
power, determining us to receive a whole Chriſt as he 
| 18 
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is offered to us in the goſpel, his natures, offices, and 
ſweet relations, aud then to live on him, for him, and 
to him, | | 
This is a time of great famine of the Spirit, but it 
is great ground of comfort, that the clouds of the pro- 
miſes are full of rain. Aſk ye of the Lord rain, in 
« the time of the latter rain, ſo the Lord ſhall make 
* bright clouds, and give them ſhowers of rain,” 
Zech. x. 1. 


ons; pray much for the Holy Spirit, the grand New 
Teſtament-promiſe, Luke xi. 13. John xiv. 16, 26. 
Av. 26. chap. xvi. 7, 13. ; 

O my friends, make a diligent uſe of all the ſcrip- 
tures, eſpecially the writings of John; he was the be- 
loved diſciple, who leaned on Jeſus's breaſt, and had 
much experience of the love of Chriſt himſelf, and 
could ſpeak the better of it to others, taſte and fee can 


tell beſt; oh! that we ſhould ſpend fo much of our 


time in purſuing ſhadows, and fo little of it in ſeeking 
after the knowledge of the love of Chriſt, which 
David © hated the thoughts 
* of vanity, but loved the law of God, and made it 
% his — all the day, and declares the man perfect- 
4% ly bleſſed, that placeth his delight upon the law of 
% God, and meditates thereon day and night.“ O 
parents, permit me, an old dying woman, from a ſenſe 
of imminent danger on the one hand, and great advan- 


tage on the other, humbly to put you in mind of the 


many ſolemn obligations you are under to bring up 


your children to God, and to do your utmolt to per- 


ſuade them to renounce the devil, the wortd, and the 
fleſh, both by precept and example. The children of 
old were to aſk their parents, what they meant by 
keeping of the paſſover, and what meaned the twelve 
ſtones taken out of the river Jordan, and they were 
commanded to inform thew, from which, and hay 

Other 


O chat we were better acquaint with the 
promiſes, and knew more of turning them into petiti- 
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other ſcriptures, it is evident, it is a duty binding on 
the old generation, carefully to inſtru the young, 


and the young diligently to inquire of the old, Pfal. 
Izxvilt 5. 


' 


His teſtimonies and his law 
in Jrael he did place, 
And charg'd our Fathers it to ſhow 
to their ſucceeding race, &c. 


This was the Lord's teſtimony of Abraham, I 
« know him, that he will command his children, and his 
* houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep the way. of 
* the Lord,” Gen. xviii. 19, What good opportuni- 
ties have you now to inculcate the principles of reli- 
ion on their young and tender hearts; O for the 
Lord's ſake, for your, own and'your children s ſouls+ 
fake, embrace and improve theſe opportunities, if ever 
reformation proſper in theſe lands, it muſt begin at 
home; of old when they repaired the walls of Jeruſa- 
lem, every one built before his own-door: you, no 
doubt, are ſollicitous for food and clothing to your 
children, and ſome portion of this world, which is ve - 
ry commendable, but there is ſomething more, for our. 
Saviour ſays, What ſhall a man profit if he ſhould. 
„gain the whole world, and loſe his own foul?” , 
Mat. xvi. 26. O then, often plead his gracious pro- 
miſe, © I will circumciſe thine heart, and the heart of 
« of thy ſeed, to love the Lord thy God, with all 
* thine heart, and with all thy ſoul, that thou mayſt, 
« live,” Deut. xxx. 6. 
God hath no pleaſure in carnal mirth and ſecurity at 
any time, but he is moſt highly diſpleaſed with it at this 
day, when he is calling ſo loudly both by his word and 
*Providence, (by reaſon of ſuch a long continued war 


with 
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with France, and now when war is proclaimed / with 


Spain) to faſting and mourniũg, and turning every 
one of us from our evil ways, and yet netwithſtanding 
of numberleſs reaſons for faſting and humiliation the 


a fin at all times, but attended with peculiar aggraya- 
tions at this day; it is a confederating with our 
ſuperſtitious enemies, whom we pretend to fight a- 
painſt, as alſo eating and drioking in a ſuperſtitious 
manner, and that to exceſs: oh ! we are under great 
ſtupidity, in not obſerving the operations of God's 
hand, and ſo provoke him greatly to anger; ſee the 
caſe, and dreadful iſſue, if mercy prevent not, Iſa. 
xxii. 12, and downwards. Amos chap. vi The 
Lord calls his people to come out of Babylon, and par- 
take not of her fins, leſt they ſhould alſo receive of 
her plagues, Rev. xviii. 4. | 
What I would deſire to aim at is, that you my dear 
friends and acquaintances, would ſtudy moderation in 
the uſe of things even lawful in themſelves, but when 
they are uſed either vainly, unneceſſarily, or in a ſu- 
perſtitious manner, this is abuſing the good creatures 
of God to the diſhonour of the giver, forgetting that 
divine command, Whether therefore ye eat or 
e drink, or whatſoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
% God,” 1 Cor. x. 31. And ſeeing theſe awful things 
are a- waiting the generation, I would fain deſire that 
our hearts were ſuitably affected therewith, that we 
may be prepared, to meet our God,” in a way of 
judgment or mercy, and for this end, let us again by 
faith preſently fly into Chriſt for hiding in the evil 
day, who is a place of refuge, a covert from the 
« ſtorm, when the blaſt of the terrible ones — 
1 have 


o Cas, and other ſuperſtitious ob ſei vances of 
| ys. i | 


. 


generation is ſuperſtitiouſly obſerving days“, which is 


I have ſpoke much more on this and other things 
than I intended; I am aware, that I will be looked up- 


on by ſome as a fool, and Satan and unbelief is ſaying 


ſo too; I own I deſerve the name and much worſe. 
But having ſo many ſriends and acquaintances, very 


ſuddenly carried off by death in the prime of their 


youth, and feeling ſo many ſymptoms of mortality a- 
bout myſelf, and beſides, when I reflect, that the Lord 
long ago, planted in me ſome deſires of uſefulneſs to 
my relations and acquaintances, and hath more and 
more increaſed them, and now by his adorable provi- 
dence, hath given me this very unexpected liberty and 
opportunity of recording his loving kindneſs: I think 
it would he very ungrateful to abuſe theſe favours: 
I might indeed altogether deſpair of ſucceſs, did © the 
« power of God conſiſt in the wiſdom of man's words, 
e but he hath choſen the fooliſh and weak things, and 
ti things deſpiſed, that uo fleſh ſhould glory in his 
« ſight, but that all fleſh ſhould glory in the Lord.? 
I had no thoughts of ſaying any more, but ſince the 
Lord in his adorable providence, who can do nothing 
wrong, hath taken away my brother and his wife, 
both in one week by death, leaving behind them five 
orphan children, I think it my duty yet to ſpeak a 
word to you. | 


Dear nephews and orphans, 


KID 


Am now deprived of all opportunity to converſe © 


any more with your father and mother, in this 
world; I am now very frail, and know not if ever I 
will have the opportunity to ſpeak perſonally with you 
any more. The Lord is at much pains with us in 


letting us ſee ſo many of our friends ſuddenly remoy- 
ed by death, which is a certain evidence that God is 


at earueſt to have us awakened, My dear young ones, 
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pray | 
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Pray that you may be helped to hear the rod; and 
** he who hath appointed it,” in tryſting you fo early 
with ſuch an awful ſtroke; ſtudy ſuitably to improve 
ſuch a providence, neither to be ſtupid nor unconcern- 
ed, nor to murmur and fret; -The Lord hath given, 
„% and the Lord hath taken, and bleſſed be the name 
% of the Lord.“ Beware of charging God fooliſhly, 
but learn to reverence his ſovereign hand in this and 
all the changes of your life; * Acknowledge him in 
'« all your ways, and he will direct your ſteps,” Prov. 
ni. 6. Pray often for a bleſſing upon this, and all the 
r which befal you. O plead the promiſe ! 
for the Lord hath ſaid, I will be a father to the 
„ fatherlefs.” You were all early given away to the 
"Lord in baptiſm, and liſted ſoldiers under Chriſt's 
banner. My dear children, you want your parents to 
lay home your baptiſmal engagements, O that I were 
helped to be your remembrancer, or rather, may the 
Holy Spirit, whoſe office it is, ** teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance.” Daily 

pray for the bleſſing upon your baptiſm, that you may 
receive the inward grace by the outward ſign of wa- 

ter, that you may be really ingrafted in Chriſt the true 
"vine. O that you may be helped to take him for your 
everlaſting Father in Chriſt, for God is only well pleaſ- 
ed in him, and with all ſinners that come to him by 

Chriſt, and is not this encouraging for. poor ſinners? 

This is unſpeakable love and mercy indeed. We 
have all loſt communion with God in the firſt Adam, 
and the only way of obtaining it again, is to come in 
by Chriſt-the ſecond Adam, who is both ** the door 
% and the way.“ All that you can poſlibly want is 
to be found in him; there is none like him, He is 
'© fairer than the ſons of men, the chiefeſt among ten 
„ thouſand” He is honourable, God equal with the 
S Father; he is rich, and eternally enriches all that 
match with him, both loving and lovely, and lives 


1 for 
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for evermors; O cloſe with him! All of you have 
ſome intereſt in your father's teſtament, but ſtill there 
will be ſomething wanting; come and get an intereſt 
in Chriſt's teſtament, who died to leave legacies to 
poor ſingers, and again lives for evermore to put and 
keep them in poſſeſſion of the ſame. O my dear 
friends, I beſeech and intrear you for the Lord's ſake, 


your own precious and immortal ſouls ſake, as you and 
1 are to anſwer before the awtul and tremendous tri- 


bunal of him who is now our continual witneſs, and x 


will ſhortly be our impartial judge; bethink your- 
ſelves, delay not a moment, it is a matter of the ut- 


- moſt importance, an eternity of miſery or happineſs de- | 


pends upon the preſent moment of time, and thread of 
life. Behold, he is yet knocking.” O! open, open, 
put the caſe in his own hand. Oh ! provoke not your 
kind Lord and Saviour, to utter that mournful com- 


' plaint and awful ſentence; * If thou hadſt known, 


4 even thou, at leaſt in this thy day, the things which 
“ belong uato thy peace ! but now they are hid from 
* thine eyes,” Luke xix. 42. O de perſtiaded to de- 


dicate yourſelves wholly to God in Chriſt; go to him 


on your knees, and tell him, Lord, thou made me 
and haft brought me hitherto, and thou tells me 
in thy word, I am a ſinner, but I cannot really be- 
lieve it; but thou haſt promiſed thy Spirit to can- 
vince me of fin, particularly of that woful fin of 
UNBELIEF®, however guilty and filthy I am. thou 
gives me great encouragement; for thy word de- 
clares (a) that thou haſt no pleaſure in the death of 
ſinners, and that (6) thou art not willing that any 
ſhould periſh; and (c) him that cometh unto me L 
will in no ways caſt out, I fee, Lord, thy word 
warrants me to come, though a vile ſinner; but I 
am neither able nor willing to come; and indeed 
this caſe thou knows and teſtifies/to be truth. (d) 
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No man can come unto me, exgept the Father which 
4e hath ſent me draw him. (e) And you will not 
come to me, that ye might have life. What can I 
% do, O my ſoul! lam dead, I cannot move. I am 
90 full of enmity, and will not do it, and yet at my 
% eternal peril if I do it not. Whither hall I go, 
« Lord Jeſus, but unto thee ? For thou haſt the 
% words of eternal life: is it not thy faithful word of 
4 promiſe, And J, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
« WILL DRAW all men unto me? (f) Thy people 
* SHALL BE WILLING in the day of thy power. (g) 
Lord Jeſus, be it according to thy word, I believe, 
*© help mine unbelief; Lord, I fee juſtice purſuing 
© me, but I am anable to fulfil the law, or bear- its 
" curſe. Lord [efvs, I flee to thee, to cover me, for 
* (h) mercy and truth are met together, rightcouſneſs 
« and peace have kiſſed each other in thee, I approve 
of, and rejoice in the happy conjunction, 1 am con- 
c tent to be drowned in grace's debt for ever. Lord, 
there is enough in this new covenant, it is free, it 
is full, yea, it is well ordered in all things, and fure, 
and now it is become all my ſalvation, and all my 
„ deſire. THOU ART WHOLLY MINE, AND I AM 
© WHOLLY THINE,” AMEN, Dear friends, 
what 1 ſay to one of you I intend it to ALL of you. 


cc 


Should now relate ſome other occurences in pro- 
vidence, and among others the late ordination at 
Cumbernauld 1760, was very remarkable to me on 
ſeveral accounts; but having already been more large 
than expectation, the particular ö there · 
of are omitted, together with ſome other paſſages, only 
the reader may obſerve, that Cumbernauld was the 
place where I was firſt admitted to partake of the 
Lord's ſupper, - and laſt year being 1761, I was fa- 
voured with the like opportunity in the ſame pers, 
whic 
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Mt which to all human appearance will be the laſt occa- 

I ſion of that nature to me on eart}}*, and the Lord now 
m ſeems to be calling me to take a laſting farewel of all 
1y public ordinances. He hath honoured me with many 
O, opportunities of keeping up the memory of his dying 
he love, what reaſon have I to cry with the Pſalmiſt. - 
of « Deliver me from blood guiltineſs, O God, thou 
h, © God of my ſalvation; and my tongue ſhall ſing a- 


ple loud of thy righteouſneſs,” Plal. li. 14, O that [ 
g could ly in the duſt and be humble, that love hath 


ve, been, and yet is fo little in exerciſe to him, who hath 
ng given ſo many evidences of his love to the church in 
its general and to me in particular, alſo for the untender- 
for neſs of profeſſors, even at ſacramental - occaſions, and 
eſs we who profeſs to call ourſelves witneſſes, oh how la- 
We mentable! we come far ſhort of that deſignation ; 
on- how do we adventure to go forward to the Lord's 
rd, table, without ſpending time in ſelf examination, 
it which is an expreſs command, Let a man examine 
re, «© himſelf, and ſo let him eat,” &c. We ſhould not 
my only have grace in- habit, but alſo in exerciſe, both be- 
AM fore, in the time, and after communicating : we are 
ids, ready to appear a little ſerious at a ſacrament, but 
hs preſently after, to let down our watch, and turn as 


remiſs, carnal and ſecure as ever. O how diſhonour- 
pro- able to God, and hurtful to ourſelves, ſoul and body! 


1 at * for this cauſe many are weak and ſickly among you, 
e on « and many ſleep.” O how much need of the north 
arge and ſouth wind of the Spirit of God, to blow upon us 
ere- at this day, for the life and power of religion is very 
only much decayed among us! Alas! that the only thing | 
the which hath a real exiſtence in the world, ſhould be | 
the tur ned into a mere empty form and ſhadow ! 7 
s fa- I ſhall now conclude, and take farewel of all friends 
lace, and acquaintances on paper, eſpecially my dear huſ- } 
hich band, whom I obtained from the Lord. de- 
x. v fire to bleſs the Lord, I am heartily content with the 
L2 WTR OY N . way 
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way of infinite Wiſdom's conducting me through the 
wilderueſs, and I deſite to bleſs bim, O help me to 


eſtate, and condeſcended to call at the door of my 
heart, by the irreſiſtable power of his Spirit, accom- 
panying his word, making me with Paul, to ly down 
at his feœet, ſaying, + What wilt thou have me to do ?” 
O what think ye of his love, patience and faithfulueſs, 
that though I have given many ſquiut and back-looks 
10 other idols and lovers, yet he has never parted with 
me, but © hath taken me by the arms, teaching me to 
go, as he did Ephraim, even when! knew not that 
« jt was he.“ Not a moment in all my life, but his 
care hath been about poor unworthy me; free love 


is the ſweet line that runs through from eternity to 


eternity. O young folk, what think ye of ſuch a 
Leader, if once you conſent to lay your black hand in 
his white hand, he will aot only direct and protect you 
through all the dark and difficult ſtages of life, but he 
will conduct you ſafely through death and the grave, 
home to IMMANUEL's land, where the inhabitants 
ſhall not ſay, I am ſick 

I have recorded already ſome ſcriptures in Revela- 
tion, which were ſweet to me in the days of my youth, 
1 hall add a few more that were and are pleaſant and 
uſeful to me, for your encouragement, Rev. 2d, and 
3d chapters. 

'They are a bundle of ſweet and codes promiſes 
to the overcomer. To him that overcometh, will 
1 ] give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midft 
f the paradiſe of God. He that overcometh ſhalt 
«© not be hart of the ſecond death. To him that o- 
« yercometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, 
„ and will give him a white (tone, and in the ſtone 
% 2a new name Written, which no man knoweth, 
« ſaving he that receiveth it, He that overcometh 
« and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will 
« ] give power over the nations. He that 3 . 

| « eth, 


— 


praiſe him, that he ever thought on me, in my lo-W 


of MARION SH AW. mg 


e & eth, the ſame (hall be clothed in white raiment, 
D „ and I will not blot out his name out of the book 
& © of life, but I will confeſs his Name before my Fa- 
y * ther, and before his angels. Him that overcom- 
- „eth, will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, 
n and he ſhall go no more out; and I will write u- 
* & pon him the name of my God, and the name of 


3, c“ the city of my God, which is new Jeruſalem, which 
8 * cometh down out of heaven from my God; and I 
h « will write upon him my new name. To him that 
0 6% overcometh, will I grant to fit with me in my 
at © throne, even as 1 alſo overcame, and am ſet down 
is * with my father on his throne. Rev. xxi. 7. He that 
re ** overcometh ſhall inherit all. things, and I will be 
to « his God, and he ſhall be my ſon.” Are not theſe 
2 weighty arguments, to perſuade rebel ſinners volun- 
in tarily to liſt themſelves ſoldiers nnder ſuch a noble 
b captain, and ** fight the good fight of faith?” but 
he ſuch is the natural oppoſition in every one of our 
e, hearts, that not one of us will come till we be drawn. 


its O let us plead the promiſe often, I, if I be lifted 
© up from the earth, I will draw all men unto me.“ 
la- He hath been lifted upon the croſs, and is now upon 
th, the throne, he hath promiſed, ©** Thy people ſhall 
nd „be willing in the day of thy power,” Pal. cx. 3. 
nd O therefore let us neither be afraid nor aſhamed to 
fight under ſuch a noble Captain, ſurely we ought to | 
thiok it our Higheſt attainment and greateſt privilege 
to ſerve fuch an honourable Maſter, it is good to 
fight under his banner, He hath already got the. 
victory, He trode the wine prefs alone, and of the 
* people there was none with him.” © He ſaid on 
* the crols, it is finiſned.“ O my friends read often 
the ſixth chapter of the Ephefians, and fee how well 
the honeſt ſoldiers in his camp are provided with ar- 
mour. Let us lift up our heads and our hearts, for 
there is no armour for our backs: Satan and cor- 


roption may reel and rage, and curſed unbelief may 
L 3 ſtagger 
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ſtagger us, but hear what our noble Captain fays, 


« Be thou faithful uato the death, and will give thee 
* a trown of life.“ 
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A brief Account of the latter Part of the Author's Life, 
| and Charatter. 


'T is judged proper for the ſatisfaction of the rea- 

der, and to complete the narrative, to annex 2 

ſhort account of the author's deportment under her 
death-bed trouble. 

The reader will obſerve that the author finiſhed 
her narrative, Auguſt 1oth, 1762, being then under 
very much frailty and infirmity; it is not unworthy 
of attention, that from that day to the time of her 
death, ſhe was not in a proper capacity for writing 
any more, on account of her diſtreſs. 


The origin of the trouble was from a cold, joined 


with a Sciatic, which, at firſt ſeized the back, and by 
reaſon of the violent fall, which ſhe briefly relates, 
removed. to her right fide, and was the feat of the 
conſequent diforders, theſe humours contracted an 
ulcer of a large ſize, and at length iſſued forth a great 


quantity of thin limpid, humours ; the diſorder de - 


fcending a little lower, was attended with exquilite 
pain, and being opened, ſhe perceived ſome interme- 

© diate relief, and fo on interchangeably, during the 
whole time of her diſtreſs, which continued two years 
and three months. after the completing of her narrative. 
As to her deportment under the afflicting hand of 
God, it was truly Chriſtian; a firm and. unſhaken 
faith, humility, ſubmiſſion, patience, contentment, holy 
fortitude and cheerfulneſs were very eminent and con- 
ſpijcuous throughout the whole. She was much ex. 
erciſcd in admiring at, valuiog of, and praiſing God 
for the mercies which ſhe enjoyed, both of a f. 
| BB 
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ral and ſpiritual nature; and fo by endeavouring care- 
fully to obſerve every inſtance of kindneſs, this of it- 
ſelf had a great tendency to alleviate her diſtreſs, ? 
Her conſtant and uncommon compoſure and ferenity 
of mind was remarkable, and cven under the many 
weariſome days and nights of great diſtreſs, ſhe was 
often praiſing God in the greateſt extremigy, laying, 
t is of the Lord's mercies I am not cha med.” 
He hath done all things well; often ſinging the 103d 
Pſalm herſelf, and deſiring others to aſiſt her; ſhe 


acknowleged as her “ tribulations abounded, ſo 


« her conſolations alſo abounded, and enjoyed much 


of the ſweet fruits and benefits that accompany or flow |} 


from juſtification, adoption and ſanctification, as they 
are expreſſed in the Aſſem blies ſhorter Catechiſm, nam- 
ly, © Aſſurance of God's love, peace of conſcience, 
Joy in the holy Ghoſt,” &c. and when under tempta- 


tions to be diſcouraged, from Satan and corruption, 


or from the ſeverity and continuance of trouble, ſhe 
ſtill perſiſted reſolutely profeſſing in ſpite of all oppo- 
ſition; * I know whom I have believed, and I am 


4. perſuaded that he is able to keep that which I have 


© committed unto him againſt that day. And tho? 


„He ſhould flay me yet will I truſt in him.” She 


was peculiarly concerned to ſuppreſs all murmuring 
or complaining, all harſh or low conceptions of God, 
and for this purpoſe, made it her daily ſtudy and exer- 
ciſe to look upon all her affliftions, as coming from 
a loving and fatherly hand for holy and wiſe ends, 
and as for benefits and bleſſings ſecured in the New- 
Covenant, and ſo was made often to rejoice in her 
preſent and future advantage, ſaying with the apoſtle 
Paul. My light affliction which is but for a mo- 
© ment, worketh for me a far more exceeding and e- 
© ternal weight of glory.” In fine, you will ſee her 
exerciſe well delineated in three ſmall pieces of Mr. 
Samuel Shaw, entitled, A welcome to the plague. 


A farewel to lite, The angelical life,” Ja read- 
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ing and hearing of theſe, ſhe enjoyed a peculiar plea- 
ſure and ſatisfaction, joined with Brown's Life of Faith, 
Not only was it her continual ſtudy to be duly ex- 
erciſed under trouble herſelf, but alſo an ardent de- 
re, and conſtant endeavour of uſcfulneſs continued 
to the laſt, which appears to be .a confirmation of 
what ſhe relates in her narrative, namely of ſome par- 
ticular promiſes of conformity to Chriſt, of which 
this ſeems to have been an eminent and lively inſtance. 
The commendation of her good Lord and Maſter was 
her delightful and unwearied theme; few or none of 
her viſiters young or old went away without fome uſe- 
ful inſtruRions, nay even the beholding of her con- 
Nancy, fortitude, patience and cheerfulneſs, was a 
filent, though a moſt ſolemn and inſtructive leſſon and 
a moſt convincing evidence of the truth and realit 
of the Chriſtian retiglon : an earneſt deſire — 
and ſo was peculiarly aſſiſted in it, to bring up a good 
report of Chriſt aad religion, eſpecially to the young 


| tives, the neceſſity and advantages of early piety, and 

on the other hand endeavouring to alleviate the diffi- 
culties, which might occor in the progreſs of religion, 
and for this purpoſe above all, commended and moſt 
earneſtly recommended The Life of Fasth, of which 
the herſelf was a diligent ſtudent, and an eminent 
proficar, and alſo met with peculiar tryals of it. 
It was ſurpriſing with what life, fervency 
nervous ftrains many times ſhe would readily and fla- 
ently diſcourſe on the eſſential articles of religion, en- 


deavouring to impreſs her own mind with a lively 


ſenſ thereof, and in the moſt convincing and allur- 
ing dunner inculcate them on others, all expreſſed in 
pertinent ſcripture language, with which ſhe was well 
acquaiuted, or from her own experience, of which 
ne was furniſhed with a rich variety; beſides, it was 
remarkable, that ſometimes when under great pain or 
heavy ſickneſs, if apy perſon had come to viſit her, e- 
3 2 ſpecially 
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generation, by propoſing the moſt encouraging mo- 


and in ſuch 
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ſpecially the young, inſtead. of being a burden or un- 
eaſineſs to ſpeak with them, ſhe found that it had aa 
happy influence very much-to revive her ſpirits, which 
ſhe thought worthy of abſervation, and ſo did not ne- 
glect to lay hold on every proper opportunity to be 
{ome way uſeful, as ſne often expreſſed in health and 
ſickneſs, ** O to ſpend and be ſpent for Chriſt,” 
Her general requeſt of her viſitors was, Pray fox 
% me, and praiſe God with me, for What he hath done, 
« is doing, and will do.“ | 9 2 
Nor was an uncommon. concern confined to her 
friends and acquaintances only, but extended to the 
world in general, and particularly to this church and 
land, greatly bewailing che wickedneſs and profanity 
that ſo much abounded, with the evident decay of vi- 
tal religion, and the amazing inſenſibility and lake- 
warmnels of profeſſors themſelves, often expreſſiug her 
too well grounded apprehenſions of ſome nameleſs 
zudgments to awakea this ſecure generation; and was 
ſometimes ready to ſhrink under the melancholy 
thoughts thereof, bad it not been from the faithful 
word and promiſes of God, which abſolutely ſecure 
the ſtability and increaſe of Chriſt's kingdom. The 
precious promiſes were her daily ſtudy, how rich a 
tund of them had ſhe treaſured up in her memory? 
and not only ſo, but was taught that divine art of ex- 
tracting by faith from theſe pipes of communication, 
„ the fulneſs of him that filleth all in all: the trea- - 
& {ures of wiſdom and knowledge that are in Ghriſt ” 
The ſum of all is, to get God glorified and the genera» 
tion edified, was her earneſt and delightful purſuit. 
And with. regard to her views of death, the appre- 
henſions of its near approach was a comfortable pro- 
ſpect, Having a deſire to depart, and to be wich 
* Chriſt, which is far better,” and as ſhe herſelſ expreſ- 
« fed, How can it be otherwile, for 1 will never be 
« free of a body of ſin, till it come by the hand of 
death, which will be the final death of all ſin : this 
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is meat out of the eater indeed. Sin was the en- 
* trance of death, and death the out- going of fin, 
“ and then all diſtance and abſence will be eternally 
removed.“ So that it may be truly ſaid, ſhe was 
"not only content to die, but earneſtly panted, longed 


and groaned, that ſhe “ might be clothed upon, and 


* that mortality might be ſwallowed up of life.” She 
many times requeſted for patience to wait as a valiant 
foldier or centinel upon her watch, * till the appoint- 
« ed time of her change ſhould come,” and often 
comforted herſelf with theſe words of our Saviour, 
Look up, and lift up your head, for the day of 
% your redemption draweth nigh :” as alſo with that 
comfortable promiſe, For yet a little while, and 
é he that ſhall come, will come, and will not tarry,” 
Heb. x. 37. | 

Her animal frame gradually decayed, but the powers 
and faculties of the ſoul continued as freſh” and vigor- 
ous as ever. At length the appointed time of her 
diſſolution drew nigh ; and as ſhe was formerly under 
no diſquieting fears of death, fo now in the immediate 
proſpect of the king of terrors ſhe ſhewed a moſt ſur- 
prizing calmneſs and ſerenity of mind, expreſſing to 
her near intimates, that ſhe was no more afraid of dy- 


ing than of ſpeaking with them; but how far different. 


is the magnanimity of the real Chriſtian from the 
courage, or rather bratality of the heroes of antiqui - 
ty. She died expreſſing her firm expectation of the 
Lord's return, and the revival of religion in theſe 
lands. The laſt day of her life ſhe very much com- 
mended the life of faith, and did not appear to have 
much of the ſenſible preſence of God, but a firm and 
ſtedfaſt faith, and ſo without uttering a complaint for 
a ſmiling gale of ſenſe, but as a bold adventurer, hav- 


. ing taken God for her Pilot, and the promiſe for a 


3 s, undaunted, approached with magnanimity 
me Jordan of death, truſting the ſtrength of her bot. 

bm, the wiſdom and faithfulneſs of her Pilot, * bs 
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ſafely arrived an unſpeakable gainer home to Imus * 
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NUEL'S happy ſhore, She fell aſleep in the moſt ealy, 
and gentle manner, between ſabbath evening and Mon- 
day morning November 5th, the end of a Sabbath on 
earth, and the beginning of an eternal Sabbath in hea» 
ven, aged ſixty- four years. TP 
With regard to her character, in general, it ſhall 
only be obſerved, that from her infancy, ſhe was not 
only pr eſer ved from groſs enormities, but even from 
the common follies of youth. She was remarkably. 
plain and ingenuous: frequent in folemn and extra- 
ordinary addreſſes to heaven, upon every emergent, 
followed with eminent, comfortable and confi; ming | 


teſtimonies of divine audience and acceptance. A djs. © 
ligent obſerver and improver of the diſpeuſations of © | 
providence, proſperous or adverſe, relating to herſelf, 
friends, and the public, either in church or ſtate. She; 
was accurately and extenſively regardful of the divine 
law in all manner of life and converſation, even in 
things that eſcape the notice of a great part of profel- 
ſed Chriſtians, of a tender conſcience, carefully wateh- 
ing againſt, and avoiding every appearance of evil, 

She had a ſingular dexterity in obſerving the apoſtoli- 

cal direction, . Be diligent in buſineſs, and fervent in 

e ſpirit, ſerving the Lord.“ And likewiſe had a pe- 
culiar art in ſpiritualizing temporal things. She was 
very careful to improve every opportunity of getting 

or doing good, had a high eſteem of precious time, e- 
ſpecially the morningt-ime, and made it her continual, #® 
ſtudy to fill up the leaſt vacancy, fragment or interval 4 
thereof, with ſomething uſeful. Perhaps there is no 
one character more diſtinguiſhed and illuſtrious, that 
'he ſo much excelled in, than in that ſhort and com- -4 
prehenſive deſcription of our Saviour's life, namely, - 
Who went about doing good.” This was the pat- 
tern the aſſiduouſly kept in her eye, and endeavoured 7 
to copy after, It was her great ambition, ever ſince. A 
ihe knew any thing of religion herſelf, to commendi 
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| Watts others, eſpecially the young gene- 
gon, endued with a ſtrong inclination unto, and ca- 
ny for teaching the youth not only to read, but in» 
acting them in the principles of religion, with ad- 
* Vices — eatneſt expoſtulations concerning their foul's 
= I which may be an abundant apology for the ma- 
== occaſional digreſſions in her narrative. She was 
[ ticularly ſtodious to bring all principles and Pe 
do the true T OUCH-STONE, to be tried 
er capacity would permit, and frequently lamented 
che loved not the Lord's people mote, and idoliz- 
them leſs, and followed a go6d man or men any fur- 
chan they followed the rule of the word. The 
of Zion was much at her heart, and often in her 
en to the day of her death. The author acknow- 
eee, that che never enjoyed much of the life of 
ee, yet ſeldom ſhaken about her intereſt in Chriſt ; 
ip Vas taught the life of faith in an eminent degree, 
8d thereby was helped to maintain loving and ho- 
rradle thoughts of God and his ways, even in the 
elt providences and frames, which is correſpond - 
| t to what ſhe frequently faid in experience, © That 
| IE: believers were more diligeat in reading and ſtu- 
dying their charter and contract, the ngw O- 
ar, apprehendi ing and delighting in their Huſ- 
dand CHRIST, what he is in his 1 * offices, 


5 and ſweet relations, they would not be fo ſoon ſha- 
ken with changes of whatever nature.“ Many other 
"Sings might have been added, which, for-brevity's 
Ake, are omitted; but the memoirs themſelves, and 
2 the teſtimonies of many living witneſſes, who were in» 
> fimiarely acquainted, wich the author, may be admit- 
hy | ed" as competent evidences. May we all with the ut- 
1 oſt diligence, be followers of them, 8 
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